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Coreen 


therein ata 
Peco) fg ; Star Trek 
aod ; David Cheal blasts off with the latest Star 
ena ‘ TTrok movie, while Roger Kean leaps 
aes ; aboard a retrospective rocket booster 
ep Beam us down, Scott 

fooecee te jeam us down, Scottie. 


Perce tier 


re es Jonathan Ross 


fpnectar sunt ‘The new chat-show blabbermouth natt 
aad to David Cheal, He's a big boy, and so's 
Pees oie Ross 

Fanner tur P TV on video 

Se Eh? Easy, really. This month we've 


compileda list of classic TV shows youcan 
buy on video. 


Joan Collins Fan Club 


Achat with the cheeky chap and his 
barking sidekick 


MusICc 


Simply Red 

Mick Hucknall reveals all; other members 
of Simply Red look confused; Sue Dando 
watches in amazement. 


Level 42 

Simon Poulter delves into the past with 
the kings of Brit funk ~ PLUS an in-depth 
discography. 

Stump 

Weird lyrics, weird songs, weird music, 


weird men ailround, Vicki Hill take 
on the weird side. 


AIDS 


We report on the facts and the fiction 

what AIDS is, what people think about 

it (from the neighbours to the Health 
id how to avoid it 
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SPORT 


On the ball 
Whateverhappened to Steve Coppell, the 
‘Man Utd and England midfield man? 


FASHION 


Spring clobber 


Jane Booth roves round the clothes stores 
to discover the latest gear for cool guys. 


TRAVEL 


Wheel meet again 


‘Touring West Africa, Holland and Brittany 
‘by bike —tough stuff from the Rough 
Guides people. Plus a chance to WIN a 
Raleigh bike with a built-in computer. 
Amazing. 


WHEELS 


Motorbike madness 


How farcan you goonaleamer'slicence? 
Roaring stuff. 


Got a new motor? 


No, but we've got loads of inside info on 
‘second-hand car bargains, 


The Grand Prix 
Guy Thomas previews the season. 
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alcoholism, Mat 
astle, the Giblets a7 


hits fa Jensen, weight training “Hori lL. 16th 


THE tm CONSUMER 
GUIDE 


70 Cutting comments 
You're nicked — or rather we were as we 
‘tested out a selection of top-selling wet 
razors. Foaming at the mouth, we 
managed to compile a bleeding good 
teport. PLUS an exclusive interview with 
‘Victor Kiam, the man who bought the 
company and thinks electricshaving isthe 


tops. 
LETTERS 
14 Word Up 
‘Your chance to tell us to shove it, and by: 
heck those epistles keep rolling 





‘Loyd 
‘Mangram takes charge, and there's zany 
‘cartoon fun with old Umquat and those 
dreadful Septic Piles. 


REGIONAL ROUNDUP 


22 STATION TO STATION 


Around Britain with LM’s intrepid team of 
stringers. Includes reports from Leeds, 
Dublin, Cardiff, Liverpool, Norwich, 
‘Nottingham, Tamworth, Cambridge and 
Bellshill. Incredible. 


78 MAN IN A SUITCASE 
Richard Lowe dashes off to discover 
Bristol's hot spots. Go west, young man. 
REVIEWS 

91 Films 


Into the stalls and they're off: Little Shop 
‘Of Horrors is the first to show, closely 
followed by Stand By Me, Personal 
‘Services, Children Of A Lesser God, 
Whoops Apocalypse, Over The Top... 


95 Computers 
Fun and fantasy games from Oink! to The 
Sentinel, PLUS aterrifying Sentinel comp. 


97 Books 
Sex, spies, scuba diving .. 
100 Videos 


Lam's trusty VCR eats a number of black 
packages ~ Shadey, After Hours,etc 


104 Music 


Somany albums we can't even begin tolist 
‘them. Well groovy. 


IT PUTS 


IN THE 


cE 

IN ASUITCAS 

_ imation team, 
andacast 
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WHO 
DARES 
WRITES 


AN ANGRY READER: How 
dare you slag off Rocky IV 
like that? Just give us the 
facts and we'll makeup our 
‘own minds. 

Isn'tthat what reviewers 
are for, though ~ to blast 
away what they think is a 
disgrace to the screen or 
the turntable? Being a 
reviewer means having 
some feeling for what 
you're writing about, 
whetherit's musicorfiction 
or computer games, and 
‘just giving the facts’, or 
hyping something you 
don't really feel for, defeats 
the point of a review. 

Look at some arts 
reviews in the ‘quality’ 
press, where writers get 
into extraordinary 
grammatical tangles trying 
to pretend they're not 
there, trying to pretend it’s 
the cold voice of Reason 
squeaking, always trying to 
avoid saying the simple, 
valuable thing: ‘Ifeltit was 
good because 

Of course good criticism 
is experienced, informed 
criticism - you've got to 
know your beatbox from 
your fuzzbox ~ which is 
why LM has some 
specialists. We recently 
acquired Mick Mercer to 
review comics and Richard 
Eddy to cover computer 
games. 

But good critics don’t 
need letters after their 
name or wrinkles under 
their eyes. L's 16-member 
reviewing team this month 
includes teenagers from 
Ludlow as well as 
professional journalists, 

‘And even in factual 
articles there are people 
behind the print. When 
Hunter § Minson goes on 
search of Swedish porn or 
East End salvation in his 
MONDO BIZZARRO column 
(page 84), he reports his 
news as an idiosyncratic 
fantasy — but it tells the 
story. 

Getting across the spirit, 
raising the questions 
that's what journalism’s all 
about, whether it's 
reviewing or reporting, It's 
trying to capturea bit of the 
world on paper; and 
different people live in 
different worlds; and that's 
what makes it so exciting to 
write, and read 





ROGER KEAN 
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Ernesto Leal at the controls 





Picture by Roslyn Gaunt/evr 


Writing onthe 


Judging from our bursting mailbag, 
many LM readers think graffiti art is 
the business. We wouldn't disagree, 
and we'llbe featuring much more of it 
in the future. In the meantime, news 


wall 


51-L MISSION CONTROL 
is Edinburgh's newest 
hippest club night. 
Produced by the modestly. 
named God Corp, the club 
takes place every Saturday 
at the Venue and includes 
graffitiartists (suchas Gary 
Weidenhoff), videos, break 
Jancers, rappers and ‘hard 
"he God Corp were 
previously responsible for 
such delights as El 

balache and Lip 
Machine (Edinburgh's 
hottest, if only, electro 
band) 

Chief God Corporator 
Ernesto Leal says that 51-L 
Mission Control's musical 
policy will be anything 
long as it's hard ~hea 
duband hip-hop tothe best 
house’, while videos could 
be ‘anything as long as it's 
fast, Bruce Lee to Ski 
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reaches us of a graffiti club night 
which has just started in Edinburgh. 
TREVOR PAKE reports. 


Sunday! 

‘And the name ‘51-L 
Mission Control?’ 

A bit of a Challenger, 
actually. Every NASA 
mission has its own 
identification code, and 51. 
L were the unfortunate 
bunch who launched a 
leaky fuel tank and a 


thousand sick jokes 

Tt was Ronald Reagan's 
biggest fuck-up,' says 
Emesto 

51-L Mission Control, 
Saturdays 10pm till 3am, at 
the Venue 

‘Be there, or get done for 
loitering on a street corner 
again. 











ATTENTION! 


OKAY, so you want yet more graffiti, huh? It’s no good 
writing in moaning that we should do this and we should 
do that. We want pictures (or colour slides, to be more 
accurate) of what YOU reckon is A1 in the graffiti stakes. 

‘What's in it for you? Well, you'll get your name and 
‘cameraworkin LM. (The things we doto keep some readers 
happy 

‘Drop your graffiti trannie in a padded envelope along 
with a note telling us anything you know about the artist 
and the exact location of the masterpiece, and send it to 
SPRAY IT WITH Lm, PO Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 
IDB. 


















William, it was 
really something 


16-year-old actor SHAUN DUGGAN wrote 
a play based on a Smiths song. The play 
ended up ona top London stage, and Mor- 
rissey interviewed the Liverpool playw- 
right on THE TUBE. PENNY KILEY opens up 
the script. 





WHEN Shaun Duggan heard The Smiths’ song Wiliam It Was Really 
Nothing he thought ww play. Two hours late, he'd finished Wil 
fam —and it beat 600 other entries in the tough competition for the 
Young Writers Festival at London’s Royal Court Theatre. 
The play's about a Liverpool boy who dreams of being famous and 
believes that going to London will increase his chances 
He doesn't know what he wants,” says Shaun, "he just knows he 
wants to be famous” T t directly about Morrissey, but i's a 
mixture of Morrissey life ‘and a touch of fiction, 
‘Morrissey understood when he read it,’ says Shaun, They first 
backstage at a Smiths concert in Brixton, and again when Mor 
interviewed Shaun on The Tube. 
He's dead nice person,’ says Shaun, very warm and realy funny. 
Liverpool's Everyman Youth Theatre is presenting Willarn in March, 
with Shaun as assistant director. It's also being staged professionally 
in London by Buster Young People’s Theatre during March, and the. 
BEC is interested in the play — not bad for two hours” work 
t've been writing since | was very youneg,'says Shaun, ‘but Wiliam is 
the frst play I've actually got round to finishing 
is sideline for Shaun; his big ambition isto be an actor. 
the best way to start acting isto join a Youth Theatre. 
{everything from Shakespeare and 
issell, and the Everyman (mostly improvised 
ding the boards three nights a week for three 
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acted in countless productions, ma 
antivandalism video for British Tel 

i leap into stardom — appearing in 
Td love to be in ane,’ he says. ‘My sis 
in Brookside as Damon Grant's gririend's m 
face, She stil hast lived it down, 

‘Now Shaun's waiting to see what will happen with his new play 
Nobody's Friend. 

it's about normal people living their lives,’ says Shaun, ‘just like 
Wiliam, 












already beer 
beans-on-toast 


Liver bard: teen playwright Shaun Duggan 











STAR TREK came into its 
wnon the home computer 
almost as soon as Sir Clive 
Sinclairhad slipped thelast 
chip into his ZX80 machine. 
‘The series lent itself 
admirably to strategy 

mes and adventures. But 
hardly any of these early 
Star Trek-type games were 
properly licensed —and 
most of them were pretty 
‘The favourite system 
was a cross between 
strategy and arcade: the 
galaxy was split into eight: 
by-eight quadrants, with 
eight-by-eight sectors 
within each quadrant 
Klingons amassed in 
sectors, threatening 

leration Star Bases, As 























commander of 
the Enterprise, it 
was your job to clear the 
galaxy of Klingons and 
their bases, using warp 
drive, sublightspeed drive, 
photons and phasers. 
‘These games had pretty 
poor graphics on every 
mputer, and today the 
very words ‘Star 
Trek game! imply 
something from the dim 
distant past — like 1982 
But Firebird — British 
Telecom's software house 
are hoping to change all 
that with their official game 





version of Star Trek 
Programming problems 

have held up release of the 
game — otherwise Richard 
Eddy would be previewing 


| it in um this month. 















FANCY trying yourhand at 

e more offbeat sporting 
activities, like lacrosse, 
water polo, parachuting, 
interaction with the cycle speedway, handball 
marvellous graphics orroller hockey? You can 
Firebird have spent a small | find out how to go about it 
fortuneon StarTrek, which | and whatit's all about from 
they predict will be the Channel4's Minority Sports 
year's biggest seller Challenge, beginning 11 

April. 

Each week, three 
inority’ sports will be 
given enough airtime to 
convince the (often) 
narrow-minded British 
publicthat yes, there really 
is life after Grandstand, 
Bullseye and Midweek 
Sports Special, 

It'son the boxattea-time 





But the delays are 
because of the program's 
complexity and its 











GIBLETS — the wacky 
foursome who shot to fame 

the video world with 
their hilarious animation for 
Jackie Wilson's Reet Petite 
~ hit the nation's screens 
again this month with their 
promo for Westworld’s 
Sonic Boom Boy. 


Life after 
Grandstand 


Channel 4’s alternative sports show 






on a Saturday (6.30pm), 
when you're probably 
feeling at your most 
lethargic and sluglike — br 
that's what Channel 4 and 
the Sports Council (who 
collaborated on the series) 
want to change. 

Sports featured on 
Minority Sports 
Challenge will include 
archery, handball, fencing, 
amateur motorcycling 
Olympic wrestling 
shooting, croquet and judo. 
And information packs will 
be available on each sport — 
for anyone who's 
sufficiently ‘stimulated’ to 
get off their spreading arse 
and do something about it 








Combining live action 
nd flat animation, thenew 
video shows that Giblets 
don't just play around with 
lumpsofclay; they canturn 
their hands to anything 
(after they've washed 
them, we hope). 

But one thing Giblets are 

otis pretentious 
Everything they do is 
infected with their 
irreverent sense of humour 
including the new video, 
for which Westworld have 
been drawn to resemble 
characters from The 
Flintstones, 

Giblets (Michael Oley. 
Rob MacGillivray, Mike 
Sumpter and Carol 
MacGillivray) are 
interviewed in depth in iw 
Issue Four, out next month, 


Westworld/Giblets video 
Sonic Boom Boy 
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i promise 


be 
ROSS, 
Sel 
eater 


JONATHAN ROSS has 2 
hangover. He overslept, 
turned up late for the 
interview, and now he's 
sitting opposite me 
munching toast 
(wholemeal) and 
marmalade and slurping 
coffee from one of those big 
‘octagonal designer cups 
media people drink out of. 
He's dressed in a dapper, 
broad-shouldered suit like 
the ones he wears for his 
appearances on The Last 
Resort. He's apologetic 
about being late, but he 
needn't worry, 

Tm ina similar position, 1 
later discover, to 
Jonathan's old lecturers at 
the School Of Slavonic And 
East European Studies 
(‘Marvellous place ~ send 
your children there!’), 
where Jonathan regularly 
missed classes and 
lectures. When they 
threatened to expel him for 
not turning up to his 
lectures he won them over 
‘with his disarming honesty 
and charm. ‘Icannot lie," 
he'd say. ‘I was sitting in 
the park, drinking wine." 

‘As the host of Britain's 
newest and weirdest chat 
show, The Last Resort, 
Jonathan Ross has risen to 
stardom and notoriety, 
winning viewers aver with 
his cheeky wit and 
engaging banter. But he 
has his critics, too. "He's 
rude to his guests,’ say 
some, ‘It's a freak show, 

‘say others, singling out 
the one-legged acrobat 
‘andthe regurgitator 

(sounds like a 
‘Schwarzenegger 
moviel) for 
‘special mention. 
‘But Jonathan 
is desperately 
concerned 


Jonathan Ross, the smart-talking wide boy 











about upsetting his 
viewers. ‘I wouldn't have 
anything on the show 
that's overtly racist or 
sexist,’ he says. "But what's 
sexist to you might not be 
sexisttome. And you think, 
Christ, do you worry about 
these things too much? 
Also, there are the 
boundaries of taste; you've 
got to bear in mind that 
there's a big audience 
watching you. We did the 
joke about the pacemaker 
(on Valentine's Day 
Jonathan touted a heart 
pacemaker as a possible 
gift), and it was funny, I 
think, but people 
complained. 

‘Tm glad we have people 
atChannel4 whoarealittle 
bit more mature than we 
are who can say 'No, that's 
not going to work. 
Sometimes it's fun to offend 
people, but it’s not nice if 
you really upset someone.’ 

It may have attracted a 
few complaints to Right To 
Reply, but The Last 
Resort has been given the 
vote of confidence by 
Channel 4, who've 
extended the run and 
moved it from a ludicrously 
late slot (‘Iwouldn’t stay up 
that late to watch it," says 
Jonathan) to going out live 
at 10.30. And it's 
confidence, mostly 
Jonathan's own, which has 
contributed to the drastic 
improvement in the show 
over the weeks, as he's 
‘warmed to his role as the 
smart-talking wide-boy 
host and battled through 
the nervousness which, he 
admits, spoiled some of his 
‘earlier performances, 

Ross's rise to the dizzy 
heights has been 
apparently effortless. After 
leaving London's School Of 
Slavonic And East 
European Studies he 
tured on the charm and 
blagged his way into a job 
as a researcher on Channel 
4's previous attempt at a 
chat show, Loose Talk. 
‘There followed a stint on 
Soul Train, also doing 
research. He was working 
‘with Alan Mark (now 
producer of The Last 
Resort) on Soul Train and 
they found themselves at a 
loose end for four months 
between series, 

"We thought, what can 
we do to avoid having real 
jobsin the next six months? 
So we went along to 
Channel4 with this idea for 
achat show.” 

Channel 4 liked the idea, 
with reservations, and 
gave them money to go off 
and develop it 

“Develop’ is the 
wonderful term in TV for 
going off and doing bugger 








all,’ says Jonathan. ‘We 
went off and had lots of 
‘meetings’ which took 
place in the pub. We came 
up with a treatment, and 
they liked the treatment 
and we did a pilot.” 

After they'd rooted 
around fruitlessly for a front 
‘man, Alan Mark persuaded 
Jonathan to do it himself, 
‘As preparation, he made a 
few brief appearances at 
London's Comedy Store, 
‘where the audience have a 
reputation for ruthlessness 
‘with no-hopers. Igotonalll 
right, says Jonathan, 

‘The Last Resort got offto 
a faltering start, but now, 
Jonathan says, it's much 
closer to their original 

‘It started off like a 
straight chat show, but 
with a younger host, and 
though that's different, it's 
not different enough. We're 
putting silly things in now 
just to remind people that 
this isn't Aspel, What we 
wanted was a kind of 
hybrid between a chat 
show and a comedy show, 
soit's getting closer now to 
what we initially wanted." 

The Last Resort treads a 
precarious tightrope 
between being achat show 
and sending up the whole 
chat-show format. This 
send-up mentality extends 
toevery aspectof the show, 
from the guests, who 
Jonathan hopes will be 
game for the odd insult, to 
the set, which is tacky and 
too small, so that the 
cameras can't avoid 
shooting over it. 

“We're not trying to hide 
anything,’ he says. ‘Our 
generation was weaned on 
‘TV, and we all know that 
there are cameras there, 
there's no mystique about 
‘TV any more. What looks 
like a total lack of slickness 
is just our way of saying, 
T'm not trying to con you 
into thinking that I'm 
making this all up as Igo 
along and the quest just 
happens to have been 
strolling past outside, or 
that Idon't need cards to 
write things on.” 

But do people get the 
joke? 

‘Tsuppose it might be a 
kind of in-joke. Our show 
seems to be very well 
watched by all the people 
who workin TV, and maybe 
we're just doing a joke for 
them, Idon't think that's 
the intention, though. 
People our age have grown. 
up with TV and aren't 
fooled by it any more. I 
resent the slickness of 
Wogan. 

‘Tike Wogan, I quite like 
the idea of his show, but I 
resent the fact that you 








never see a camera, you 
never see the audience, you 
never see his cue-cards, 
You know he's reading 
them from somewhere, but 
I want to see it. Maybe this 
isapersonal obsession, ora 
media obsession. But I 
hope not. It'snota joke, it's 
more an approach,” 

It’simportant, Ross says, 
that the guests should be 
people who will enter into 
the spirit of the show. Peter 
Cook was his own personal 
favourite ("He's a childhood 
hero, and it's like Jim fixed. 
it for me," he says). It 
worties him, though, that 
people accuse him of being 
rude to some guests. 

‘It’s not a show which 
attacks people. I'm not 
setting people up to make 
me look good. I'd much 
rather the guests attacked 
me. I think people like to 
see the host fall flat on his 
face, andIdon't mind doing 
it 

Jonathan is talking 
figuratively here, because 
his greatest fear is that one 
day someone will pick a 
fight with him on live TV. 

"Idon't mind someone 
laying into me verbally, I 
don't mind someone 
walking off the show, I 
don't mind someone 
coming on and not talking, I 
wouldn't mind being 
attacked by Emu, Idon’t 
mind any of those things. 
But if it got to the stage 
where things developed 
into a tussle, that’s my 
worst fear, those moments 
on TV when you know it's 
not funny, there's nothing 
the host can do.” 

Anyone who hosts a TV 
chat show must love show 
business. And Jonathan 
does, But it's an ambivalent 
love, alove, hesays, ‘borne 
out of nausea. It's like I'm 
locking at something and 
saying ‘God, isn't that 
awful, [ove it!" Like 
Frankie Howerd, he's 
‘awful, but he’s brilliant, all 
those Carry On films, 
they're awful, but they're 
wonderful. It's like a road 
accident, You can’t get 
enough of it. 

So Jim has fixed it for 
Jonathan Ross to become a 
chat-show host and meet 
some of his favourite 
people. But what has he 
learned from the 
experience? 

“Thaven't learned 
anything, that’s the 
depressing thing about it.I 
would have thought I'd 
have leamed not to go out 
and get pissed the night, 
before I'm meant to be 
doing interviews, but 
apparently not.” 


Another Close 
Shave For LM 





OVER THE YEARS, more and more products have 
appeared to make your morning shave closer and more 
comfortable, and no company has been more up-to-date 
with shaving technology than Gillette —the company who 
put the safety into the safety razor, 

‘Now Gillette have made another breakthrough in 
shaving smoothness with the introduction of the Gillette 
Lubrastrip—a revolutionary strip that works with water to 
help the razor glide smoothly over the face. Gillette 
Lubrastrip is now incorporated into both the Gillette fixed- 
head (GII Plus) and swivel-head (Contour Plus) shaving 
systems. 

‘Youcan read all about these new Gillette system razors 
inLM'sconsumer guide on page67 of this issue. But, better 
than that, we're giving YOU the chance to try them out 
yourselves courtesy of Lm and Gillete with this special 

We've got 250 of each razorto GIVE AWAY. Allyouhave 
todo is decide which Gillette razor suits you, GIl Plusis the 
twin-blade fixed-head razor with Lubrastrip, and Contour 
Plus is the twin-blade swivel-head razor with Lubrastrip. 
Both systems give you a really close smooth shave. 

Fillin the coupon below, write your preference (Contour 
Plus or GII Plus) on the top left-hand corner of your 
envelope and enclose 30p in stamps, and send it to us at: 
RAZORS, LM, PO Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SYB 1DB. 

‘The first 250 applications for each Gillette system will 
receive a razor and two blades. 


Please send me a: (tick one) 
Gillette Contour Plus 
Gillette GII Plus Razor 












Postcode 
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Where value is 
ways in fashic 





A VIDEO JOCK JUST LIKE 
WOT GAZ TOP, HENRY 
KELLY, AND OTHER FAB 
CELEBS HAVE DONE, PLAY 
WITH THE SUPER-ADVANCED 
FAR-OUT FAIRLIGHT 
COMPUTER WHICH DOES ALL 
SORTS OF WIGGY THINGS AND IS 


GENERALLY QUITE AMAZING, STUFF 


YOUR GUT WITH LOADS OF SCOFF, TROG 
OFF TO THE HIP’N’ TRENDY LIMELIGHT CLUB TO 


SWANKIT IN THE VIP LOUNGE AND PUKEALL OVER THE 
STAR INMATES, AND FINALLY BOG OFF HOME WITH THE REALISATION THAT 
LIFE"LLNEVERBE corre roe sser sam, 





NEED WE say more? Actually, yes. For those not familiar 
with ‘the Caff' gaff here's some more gumpf just to 
convince you that life won't be worth a green Durex Fiesta 
if you don't enter this comp. 

Set in the nucleus of London life, ie off Oxford Street, the 
Video Café is where you goto hang out~man—seeand be 
seen, watch all the latest pop vids, including loads of 
‘world exclusives’, eat, drink and be merry. 

“Justhaving celebrated its second birthday ~in two years, 
it’s shown 200,000 vids and served half a million meals 
(eurrrgh) ~ the Caff hosts competitions, freebies, and 
theme nights, from Motown to Trivial Pursuit to American 
Football to Jukebox Jury. 

‘The winner of u's comp ~and a friend — will be ferried 
into the capital, where he/she will lear to become a VJ for 
the day, and generally mess about with all the twiddly 
knobs and controls at the video flight deck. And since the 
people at the Video Café are on the look out for people to 
become VJs and be blasted offon a career to superstardom, 
well, you never know what might happen 

Onthe evening, ifourpacemakers can standit, you'llbe 
dragged (no doubt screaming) to the Limelight Club for 
‘more fun and frolics in the VIP lounge, and when we're sick 
of your company (or more likely when we're just sick), we'll 
dump youon a trainhome where you'llno doubt fallasleep, 
miss your stop and end up somewhere really rural and 
primitive, Like Ludlow. 


‘To enter the comp tell us 
which pop person you'd 
most like to condemn tolife 
imprisonment ina padded 
cell with just a 20-foot 
screen that shows 
mastermixes of Sarah 
Brightman/Chris De Burgh 
‘Duran Duran/Mission vids 
for company. And why. 
‘Answersto: 

WINALOT COMPETITION, 
Lm, PO Box 10, 

Ludlow, Shropshire 

SYB 1DB by 16 April 
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Storming the 
factory gates 


RSPCA vid attacks farmers 


‘THE RSPCA have recently 
released a new video, Food 
For Protest, as part of their 
educational campaign for 
1987, The video, which is 
aimed at the 14-20-year-old 
age group, is being shown 
in schools and colleges 
across the country. 

Its aim, say the RSPCA 
(Royal Society For The 
Prevention Of Cruelty To 


Animals), is to tell people 
about what the RSPCA see 
as the realities of intensive 
farming techniques such as 
battery hens and veal 
crates 

We felt the vast majority 

umers know the 
jociated with 








factory farming,’ said an 
RSPCA spokeswoman, 
‘without really knowing 














what they meant, so wefelt 
we needed some sort of 
effort to educate the public. 
After all, these techniques 
affect everybody who's not 
a vegetarian.’ 

As well as showing 
farming methods in 
harrowing detail, the video 
encourages people to take 
anactive interest in the 
‘welfare of farm animals—by 
using their power as 
consumers to persuade 
butchers and farmers that 
they want their food 
producedinamore humane 
way. 

And the film suggests 
that we can use legitimate, 
legal protest to make our 
views known. 

Controversial scenes of war 
and violent demonstrations 
arethere, say the RSPCA, to 
show how people have 
demonstrated to change 
the course of history and to 
show that war is ‘protest 
taken to its ultimate 

extent! 

‘But the National 
Farmers’ Union (NFU) 
object strongly tothe video, 
calling it ‘unbalanced, 
‘emotive, far too harsh for 
children’ and ‘frankly, 
propaganda’. They've sent 
letters to Education 
Minister Kenneth Baker, 
and the heads of all the 
education authorities, 
outlining their disapproval. 

‘Answering the RSPCA's 
suggestion that people 
should try to buy only free- 
range products, an NFU 
spokesperson said: ‘If 
people were really 
Prepared to pay the extra 
‘cost, the farmers would of 
course cater for them, but I 
don’t think they would pay 
the extra. It's an economic 
thing ~ we're in direct 
competition with Europe 
and it would be going back, 
not forwards. 

‘Anyway, people 
mistakenly put themselves 
in the position of the 
animal. The battery hen, for 
exampie, is far more 
healthy and safe in a 
battery cage — it won't get 
killed by foxes or anything 
like that. For an animal to 
be healthy it has to be 
happy, and farmers know 
that, 

‘The NFU, one of Britain's 
richest and most powerful 
lobbying groups, say they 
would like to send out a 
video of their own — but 
they claim they can't equal 
the efforts of the RSPCA as 
they have ‘neither time nor 
money, 

"Nonsense, ' said an 
RSPCA spokesman. ‘When 
the NFU's funds drop 
below those of the RSPCA, 
then farming inthis country 
isin big trouble,” 
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THIS SPORTING MONTH 


L's guideto April onthe fieldandin 
the ring 


April 
Boxing ~ English ABA Semifinals (Gloucester) 

‘Soccer — Group 4 Northern Ireland v England (Belfast) 
‘Soccer — Group Six Wales v Finland (Wrexham) 

‘Soccer — Group Seven Belgium v Scotland 

‘Soccer — Group Seven Bulgaria v Republic of Ireland (Sofia) 


1-4 April 
‘Table Tennis ~ Welsh Open (Cardiff) 


2 April 
‘Basketball — European Club Championship Final» 
(Wembley) 


2-5 April 
Golf — Greater Greensboro Open (Greensboro, North 
Carolina, USA) 





d April 
Athletics - International Cross Country (Preston) 
3-4 April 

‘Basketball — National Championships (Wembley) 
4 April 


Athletics— AAA 10km Final (Hemel Hempstead) 
Soccer —FA Trophy Semifinals, First Leg 


4-11 April 
Bowls — National Indoor Finals (Hartlepool) 


5 April 
Athletics ~ Marathon (Wolverhampton) 

‘Motor Racing ~ European Touring Car Championship 
Round (Donington) 

‘Soccer ~ Littlewoods Cup Final (Wembley) 


6 April 
Soccer ~ England v Switzerland U/18 (Bradford) 


6-14 April 
Squash ~ Hi Tec British Open (Wembley) 


7 April 
‘Soccer—England v Switzerland U/16 (Nottingham Forest) 


8 April 
Soccer — European Cup Semifinals 

Soccer — European Cup Winners Cup Semifinals 
Soccer — UEFA Cup Semifinals First Leg 


9-12 April 
‘Equestrianism ~ Whitbread Badminton Horse Trials 
(Badminton) 

Golf US Masters (Augusta) 


9-16 April 
Table Tennis —W Germany v England, Euro League First 


11 April 
Athletics ~ Half Marathon (Belfast) 

Judo~British Open Championships, Men (Crystal Palace) 
Rugby Union ~ Thorn EMI County Final (Twickenham) 
Soccer — FA Cup Semifinals 

Soccer — Scottish Cup Semifinals 

Soccer — FA Trophy Semifinals, Second Leg 


11-12 April 
Athletics — World Marathon Cup (Seoul) 
‘Hockey — HA Cup Semifinals And Final, Men (Willesden) 


11-19 April 
Ice Hockey ~ Heineken Championships Play-Offs 


12 April 
Lacrosse — North of England Senior Flag Final, Men 
(Manchester) 


13-18 April 
Tennis — Prudential British Junior Hard Court U/18, 
(Wimbledon) 


14-15 April 
‘Bowls ~ Champion of Champions Finals (Cherwell) 


15 April 
Boxing — British ABA Semifinals (Pr: 


15-16 April 
Golf — Peter Mcevoy Trophy (Copt Heath) 


16-20 April 
Rallying — Safari Rally 
17-20 April 

Rallyirig ~ Circuit of Ireland 


18-20 April 
Cricket ~ Cambridge University v Essex (Fenners) 


20-24 April 
‘Tennis — Int Spring Circuit (Cumberland Club, London) 


20-25 April 
Toanie~Prudantil Beth Junior Hard Court U/16 
journemout) 





ston) 


22 April 
Soccer — European Cup Semifinals Second Leg 
Soccer ~ European Cup Winners Cup, Semifinals 
Soccer — UEFA Cup Semifinals, Second Leg 


22-24 April 
Cricket ~ MCC v Essex (Lords) 


23-26 April 
Real Tennis And Rackets — Woman's Real Tennis World 
Championships (Seacourt) 


24 April 
(Stoneleigh) 

25 April 

Lacrosse ~ South of England Senior Flag Final, Men 


(Enfield) 
Table Tennis ~ European Cup And ETTU Cup Finals 


— Winter Dressage Championships 


25-26 April 
Hockey — National Club Championship Finals, Women 
(Sheffield) 

‘Hockey — Senior Division Tournament, Men (Coventry) 
Ice Hockey — Heineken Championship Finals (Wembley) 
‘Squash — Drakkar Noir National Club Finals 


25-27 April 
Cricket ~ County Championship Season Opens 


28 April 
Soccer — Turkey v England U/21 


29 April 
‘Soccer ~ European Championship Qualifiers, Turkey v 
England (Group Four) 

Soccer ~ Group 4 N Ireland v Yugoslavia (Belfast) 
‘Soccer — Group Six Wales v Czechoslovakia (Wrexham) 
‘Soccer — Group Seven Republic of Ireland v Belgium, 
(Dublin) 

Soccer ~ England v Belgium U/15, 


29 April-2 May 
Golf — WPGA Ford Ladies’ Classic (Woburn) 
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IT'S TAKING America a 
Jong time to exorcise the 
ghost of Vietnam. Veterans 
ofthe warare still shunned 
and neglected, and the 
infantile revenge fantasies 
of the Rambo films show 
‘America’s defeat still 
rankles—the whole episode 
seems to be a chapter of 
their history which they'd 
prefer to forget. 

Now, at last, there's a 
film which takes an honest 
view of the war and of what 
itwasliketobea ‘grunt’ (a 
foot soldier) fighting in the 
jungles of Vietnam, 

Platoon, which follows 
the fortunes of a fresh and 
innocent volunteer (Charlie 














Hit film tackles 
Vietnam horrors 






between the leaders of the 
platoon. 

Platoon was written and 
directed by Oliver Stone, 
and based on his own 
experiences with the 25th 
Infantry in 1967-68, 
‘Vietnam messed a lot of 
our guys up,” says Stone, 
because it put us out of 
step with our own 
generation. The story's 
never been told. [wrote the 
script seven years after I'd 
come back. It took me that 
Jong to come to terms with 
the reality of what 
happened there.” 

‘And it looks like Oliver 
Stone and the stars of 
Platoon (who underwent 


rigorous military-style 
training to prepare for the 
film) may sweep the boards 
at the Oscar ceremonies on 
30 March — they've 
received eight 
nominations, 

Platoon, which opens in 
London on 24 April, stars 
‘Tom Berenger, Willem 
Dafoe and Charlie Sheen, 
and was filmed entirely on 
location in the Philippines 
Look out for the full review 
in Lm Issue Four next 
month. 

DAVID CHEAL 


en See 


worb up has certainly taken off this month! The 
variety of subjects, the strength of opinions and the 
quality of ideas would be astonishing to someone who 
considers British youth a wasted generation. Having 
spent over three years answering letters and 
compiling a reader debate forum for computer 
‘owners, I'mw 

\d want to say 
and it seems to be working 

Picking out a single letter of merit has been 
exceedingly difficult, so forgive me anyone who has 
missed out and feels hard done by. Maybe next 















while, I chose this letter, not only because of, 

, but also because it is practically helpful. 
It earns its writer the much-coveted Lloyd Mangram 
Letter Of The Month prize of precisely £19.99, 














Brutally 
realistic: Platoon 





Sheen) is doing 
extraordinary business in 
the States, and with good 


First, for its brutal, 


graphically realistic 
depiction of violent combat. 
Second, for its honest 
portrayal of the atrocities 
against the civilian 
population for which 
American troops became 
notorious. Third, because it 
pulls no punches in 
showing the depths to 
which human beings will 
plunge during combat, 
And finally because it 
reveals that another war 
was being fought in 
Vietnam — hetween the 
American soldiers 
themselves; Platoon's plot 
centres on a dangerously 
violent personality conflict 
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SOME MORE TV SHOWS 


Dear Lloyd, 

Thave read your articles on The Prisoner (Issue One) and 
Gerry Anderson (Issue Two) with great interest. The idea 
of treating such shows with respect, and of incorporating 
insights into their respective fan clubs is well worth 
supporting. May I suggest a similar article on Blake's 
‘Seven? Judging from occasional comments in your 
computer titles there seems to be a number of B7 viewers 
in Newsfield. 

‘think that an interesting article might investigate the 
BBC's attitude toSF television. The BBC seems toconsider 
that SF is beneath it, and confines major and extremely 
successful series like Dr Who and Star Trek to slots which 
are intended to catch an audience of children, despite the 
proven attraction of both series to adults, 

‘A farther illustration of this theory is the childish and 
‘banal scripts that often prevent Dr Who from realising its 
true potential, and the ridiculous banning of two Star Trek 
episodes because of their ‘unsuitability’ 

"Blake's Seven tried to extend SF series (as distinct from 
single plays, which are often big budget and brilliant) into 
‘a more adult setting and for the most part it succeeded. It 
took a realistic view of death, killing off several main. 
characters and destroying a much loved space vehicle. 
‘There were no Goodies and Baddies, the Seven were 
always composed of criminals, and there were several 
pseudo-betrayals and much infighting amongst them, and 
although the Federation was clearly evil, t came out of 
many episodes on the winning side, finally winning once 
and for all when the Seven were wiped out 

‘Thanks to honest and brave scriptwriting and superb 
acting. B7survived four series despite all the Beeb’ efforts 
to kilt off Many fans consider the fourth series to be a 
great disappointment (it was severely under-budgeted) 
‘But despite this the BBC continued to receive mail from 
fans and stil does get the occasional letter. 

‘Thaseletters have born fruitin the shape of three videos 
(a fourth to come) and a what happened after’ book, 
together with a reference guide to the series. To find out 
more background info please contact Ann Steele (publicity 
officer), Horizon (the B7 appreciation society), 47 Aylward 
Road, Merton Park, London SW20. Tel 01-843 1826 
(evenings), or Diane Gies (Secretary and Co-founder), 























Horizon, 18 Holt Road, North Wembley, Middlesex HAO 
SPS. Tel 01-904 5588. 
Roger Cope, Exeter 


in Japan's history, when 
the Samurai were no longer 
needed to fight but were 
encouraged to be scholars. 
‘The Jutsu arts were 
taught to Samurai in Ryns 
(schools), which trained 
them in the complete 
method of warfare. The 
‘Samurai were not the noble 
heroes we think. They were 
often evil, callous and 


1M Great stuff Roger. I confess I watched almost every 
‘episode from the start. There were times when I found 
the low budgets got in the way of the stories; the studio 
stuff was fine, but exteriors in the Dr Who 

smacked too much of well Dr Who. Notthe series’ fault 
of course, and it was good enough in essence to surmount 
those drawbacks. Yep, I guess we'll be taking a look at 
Blake's Seven before much longer. The cheque will bein 
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‘trained ina form of warrior- 
asceticsism in attunement 
‘with nature. These warrior- 
priests learnt the ways of 


ve read your article and 
‘comments on Ninjutsu, and 
the letters they provoked, 

‘and thought it was time to 


China and Korea, altered to 
fit Japan's culture, and 
developed into the arts 
‘taught to Samurai. 


getsomefactsstraight.'m | They were Jutsu arts ‘spying and subterfuge from 
sorry ifthis letter sounds | involving no spiritual Chinese monks and 

like a history lesson, but! | training (Jutsu being a warriors who fled to Japan, 
suppose itis becauseI'm | method while Dois a and their influence gave 


ying to cram 7,000 years | spiritual path) but birth to Ninjutsu, 


into afew pages. It'stime | Servechgas combat arts. It | Ninjutsu usually 
the TRUTH about the Ninja_| was the Samurai developed within family 
shouldbe publishedinyour | themselves who groups afterits appearance 
magazine, introduced Bushido and among the Yamabushi, 
Martial arts originated —_| Zen. You find that Jutsuis | Ninjutsu's main object was 
about 7,000 years agoin | the original, pure artform, | theattainmentofaoneness 
India with the Kshartriya | and that the Doartforms | with nature through Ninpo 





warriors. Their skills were | wereintroduced muchlater | (the warrior way of 


enlightenment),andthe | stillhad to fight for survival, 
protection and ‘After the Tukagawa 
development of the Shinto | Shogunate took power in 
religion. From about the —_| the 1600s, Ninjutsu was 
10th century Ninja families | outlawed and had to go 
were persecuted fortheir | underground. The Samurai 
religious beliefs by the found themselves not 
Samurai and warring required as it was a time of 


Shogunates. Heavily 
‘outnumbered, they were 
forced to develop Ninjutsu, 
which was used to defend 
their families and villages 
against Samurai attacks, 
which were often viciously 


peace and prosperity. As a 
result they turned to 
scholarly pursuits and the 
Samuraiarts were changed 
to ways of moving Zen or 
meditation, (eg Kenjutsu 
changed to Kendo). From 





horrific. the beginning however, 
‘NinjaclanslikeTogakure | Ninjutsu had a strong 
Ryn, Gyokko Ryn, Kari Kiri | spiritual side to it, and 
Ryn andFumaRyn were | continued to develop. 
often forced to flee into the | — In the 1980s Ninjutsu is 


mountains and forests to 
escape the warring 

Samurai, attempting to live 
peacefully there. The Ninja 


taught in Britain in one 
form. That of Togakure Ryn. 
Ninjutsu. Itis taught asa 
system of enlightenment 


Protected the poor and and total self defence; 
weak against oppression | defenceon the spiritualand 
and aggression. But during | physical planes. 


the fifteenth century, some 
Genis (low level operatives) 
hired themselves out as 
assassins and spies, and 
broke away from their 
families and clans. It is 
these few who gave the 


So, the pure forms of 
‘martial arts (both armed 
and unarmed) are the 
ancient skills of the Ninja 
and Samurai, arts 
transmitted unspoiled 
within the Ryn systems. In 





‘Ninja their bad reputation, | Samurai Ryn these are 
and often these operatives | combat arts, but among 
‘were noteven Ninja, but | ‘Ninja, theartisa way oflife. 
common criminals cashing | Originally a completely 


inon the Ninja's reputation, 
‘The Ninja clans however, 


spiritual art, it developed 
into one in which the 











‘STEADY NOW, MY VALIANT CAPTAIN 
YOU WAVE BEEN FELLED SY THE 
ALIENS BREATH! YOM MAST ARISE, 
‘SLOWLY AND GET SOME REST! 
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OE HERD, LMQUAT THE VALIANT, 
HAS HAD HIS NEW FROCK STOLEN 
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Wogd up 


methods of physical 
protection and spiritual 
development walk hand in 
hand. Whereas the Samurai 
developed their spirit with 
Zen Buddism. They used 
Zen asa basis to rid 
themselves of any fear of 
death, so that they could 
fight without inhibition. 
‘The Ninja however were 
Shinto, not Buddist, and 
cultivated their spirit to be 
at one with nature, loving 
life, viewing death asa part 
of life. While the Samurai 
prepared for death, the 
‘Ninja studied nature to 
enlighten themselves, 
improve their spirit and 
enjoy life. 

‘The Ninja believe in 
developing a spirit whichis, 
gentle and loving. Today 
mostmartialarts, ifthey do 
‘study a spiritual practice 
(many don't or only lecture 
you about it), study a form 

. Which although it 
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TEGRATER... BUT YOU'M 


allow you to fight better. 
Surely the way of Ninpo is 
‘the most beneficial. One 
‘which promotes life. 

‘Ninjutsuhasalongerand 
purer history than almost 
any other martialart taught 
in this country, Karate-do, 
Judo, Kendo and Aikidoare 
young when compared 
‘with Ninjutsu, or the 
Chinese martial arts 
(Karate has only developed 
during the past 100 years). 

Thope you now have a 
better understanding ofthe 
martial arts, You can now 
see that the Ninja were 
(and are) not the murderers 
that you thought they 
‘were, Andtheirart was not 
developed for murderous 
‘and brutal acts of violence, 
ut to protect themselves 
and the weak and poor 
against brutal Samurai. 

‘Unfortunately we're fed 
bullshitby the media about 
Ninjutsu through films and 
novels about Ninja. In 
Britain Ninjutsu is 
practised only in one true 
form —Togakure Ryn 


Ninjutsu, and is controlled 
by the Bujinkan Dajo 
society, Training is of the 
highest standard, is carried 
‘out under regional 
representatives. The UK 
sociaty is run by Shidoshi 
‘Bo Munthe, Brian 
‘McCarthy and Peter King~ 
‘men who truly care about 
the art. 

‘Remember, someone 
‘who puts on a black mask, 
makesa few throwing stars 
‘out of a bit of tin, grabs a 
‘knife and sneaks about in 
‘the dariis not a Ninja, 
‘martial artist, or a 
practitionerof Ninjutsu. He 
1s a common thing. Do not 
confuse a thing with a 
martial artist. Now: 
any thug who buy: 
‘weapons and pretends to 
bea martial artistislabeled 
a Ninja by the media. 
‘Weapons such as Rice 
Flails (Nunchaku) Tonfa 








and Survival Knives are not 
‘Ninja weapons and never 
have been. Iget very 
annoyed when people with 
‘no true understanding of 
























the martial arts start 
‘bullshitting. I'm very glad 
‘that yourmagazine has not 
followed this trend. Great 
magazine, keep up the 
martial arts features. 
‘Mark Davies, Montrose, 


interesting lecture, 
Perhaps you would be so 
kind as to send me further 
information on Togakure 
‘Ryn Ninjutsu and the 
Bujinkan Dajo Society in 








‘Scotland case there are any LM 

readers who would like to 
f@ Tdon't think th ot | hear more, and may want 
Tecan add to that, Mark, to investigate joining. 
excepttosaythank youfor | bLM 


GIZ A COVER 


‘Dear Lloyd, much else to do up there 
Good news! Lm has been | except nod, is there? (No, 
getting some nods of Sorry, didn't mean it~ 








approvaluphereintheland | controversial socio- 

of Scouse. political joke in badtaste.1 
(How much do you want | love Liverpool, especially 

for the original artwork ‘the Walker Art Gallery and 

cover showing Frankie and | all those Caverns you 

‘McGann, with Number 6 in | have). 

the background?) ‘The going price for an 


Oliver Frey cover would 
bbe about £350, were it for 
sale. But the LM London 
office staff have put in a 
bid for it. Sorry about that. 
>LM 


No; serious question. 
L Sidorczuk, Wavertree, 
Liverpool 


© Idon’t suppose there's 
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SM v U2—MORE 
NUDES PLEASE 


[Dear Lloyd, 

First of all cor ions 
onthe excellent LM. It's the 
‘best mag I've seen in ages. 
One thing you could add, 
‘though, is a female pin up 
of the month, featuring all 
those good-lookin’ birds 
‘out there! I think it would 
‘go down well with all the 
readers. My mates at 
‘school reckon it's a good 
idea too. 

Also Adrian J Lowery of 
Lancashire, I totally agree 
‘with you about Simple 
inde being better than 
Scott Lawnceston, 








month's bonanza Simple 
Minds v U2 argument ... 


Adrian J Lowery's letter 
(Issue One) left a clear 
impression. He states that 
‘the majority of U2 fans are 
a raving, macho, mindless 
army who have a narrow 
range of music tastes, and 
who are especially anti- 
Simple Minds’. So 
according to A JL'S 
unbiased attitude, the 
‘Simple Minds fans must be 
exactly the sameas U2 fans 
and anti-U2. Nota bit of it 
accordingtoA JL, ALLthe 
‘devoted’ SM fans are 
broad-minded and 
generally saintly. 
Hishiasalsoshows when 
hecompares consistency in 
the two band’s songs. The 
‘mindless moron’ U2 fans 
aren't likely to agree with 
him when he says that all 
SM songs are brilliant and 
‘U2 songs are generally 
nity: 
Darren Hanson, 
Kidlington, Oxford 








'§ Thanks Darren. The 
‘saintly’ reference struck 
chords in another 

reader . 


Has Lowery ever read 
Firework the Number One 
U2 fanzine edited by 
‘SELMA’? I suggest that 
he'dbetterbuyacopy, read 
it and find out more. We're 
all caring people and it 
‘might just come as a shock 
tohim todiscoverthat quite 
anumber are committed 


Christians, myself 
included. Okay, sothere are 
‘one or two raving loonies 
whoget offon shouting IRA. 
slogans whenever they 
hear Sunday Bloody: 
‘Sunday, but these are the 
‘ones who just jump from. 
‘one fashion to the next like 
fleas on a dog's back 
Come on guys (and gals), 
there's enough slagging 
people down in this 
scummy world —let's pull 
together 'tonight we canbe 








A noble sentiment, 
Rick. The next writer 
makesaresponsenotonly 
toLowery'sletter, but also 
to those in Issue Two . 





T'm an avid Simple Minds 
fan myself, but I've not 
heard enough U2 stuff to 
comment on their music, 
The point is, though, 
Adrian Lowery says his 
comments were ‘based on 
fact, and therefore valid’. 
‘Where does he get his facts 
from? Surely his points 
cannot be justified on the 
U2 fans he knows. It was 
understandable when lots 
ofU2 fans wrote intoLm, in 
outrage, 

A lot of the points made 
by U2 fans were also 
unjustified! Jim Leaviss 
said that SM’s current 
album, Once Upon a Time, 
‘was ‘pretentious, 
American, commercial 
rubbish’, Okay, so it is 
slightly more commercial 
than their earlier albums, 
but not totally so. Just 
listen to Ghostdancing, and| 
Come Long Way-they're 
definitely not commercial. 
‘And if Bono is not a 
commercialised name, I 
don't know what is. As for 
‘American, I don't agree. 
Robin Clarke is used, but so 
what? She doesn’t make 
the music American, she's 
justbringinga female voice 
into the hand, and it goes 
with Jim Kerr's voice 
brilliantly, 

What I think would be a 
good idea is an interview 
‘with both U2 and Simple 
Minds. This would 
probably be difficult, but 
then the readers could 
make up their own minds. 
Neil Memillan, Bridge Of 
Earn, Perth, Tayside 


M Okay PROs for U2 and 
Simple Minds, you heard 
the man, get your people 
‘together foranimdebate/ 
interview. Well, you can 
but try. 

>IM 











CONSTRUCTIVE 
BACKLASH 


Dear Lioyd, 

In Issue Two of LM a group 
of letters titled 
‘consTRUCTIVE CRITICISM 
caught my eye. 

T'mfurious!! Who the hell 
doesRichard Hoggart think 
heis?He says, andIquote: 
*... Rid your mag of the 
two left-wing prats'. And 
goes on to call them ‘left- 
wing arseholes’.He sounds 
tome like the sort of person 
who covers his walls with 
Edwina Curry posters (ie A 
complete and utter 
bullshitting fascist.) 

Personal politics can’t be 
avoided in such a topical 
magazine as LM, and 
although Julian Rignall's 
review of Rocky 1V was less 
than subtle, he has a right 
to air his own views -a 
review is another person's 
opinion to be used as a 
guideline. I also foun: 
Rocky IVa total waste of 
time because of its political 
aspirations, although I 
admit the fight scenes were 
quite good, taken with a 
pinch of salt, 

So, Richard, don’t be so 
naive asto think your point 
of view is the only one that 
counts, and listen to other 
people's views before 
‘spouting so much bullshit. 
Ifyou can't listen, then it 
looks as if ll be writing in 
much more often... 

What's this?! No article 
on the Housemartins?! 
Let's have an in-depth 
interview or at least allow 
Hugh Whittakertohave his 
‘own column in your mag, 
and Matt Johnson, Spear of 
Destiny and Iggy Pop. 

‘LM does to journalism 
‘what the Viz comic does to 
the Beano, Keep it up. 

Pau! Mallinson, 
Doncaster, 5 Yorks 











‘lB Lremember you ‘Mallo' 
‘Mallinson from many 
issues back in Crash—well 
over a year ago. You drew 
‘cartoon strip called The 
Day The Bugs Took Over. 
‘Very good too. Nicetohear 
from you again. 

>LM 


JUST CRUMBLE 
FOR EXTRA TASTE 


Dear Lioyd, 
Just had to drop you a line 
of congratulation on your 
first issue of LM. I picked it 
up thinking ‘Oh, lor — not 
another of those trendy, up- 
front, where-it’s-at' mags. 
But reckon it's great. 
Genuinely fresh, appealing 
quirky (nice to see feature 
writers being given their 








head with highly 
personalised stuff which 
brings out the individual 
character of the scribbler 
concerned), and dense, in 
the nicest possible sense of 
being crammed with 
goodies, 

Tt should be way out of 
myleague, since I'm 48 and 
square as an Oxo in many 
respects, but it struck a 
chord. Instant empathy. 

T write quite a lot for the 
Guardian and the glossy 
mags, but after 20 years in 
Fleet Street and 140n Daily 
Mirror features 1 also enjoy 
turning on the wham, bam, 
thank you, ma'am style 
occasionally. Next time I 
get this kind of rush of 
blood tothe typing finger or 
an idea which might 
appeal, I'll ring you. 
Meanwhile, best of luck. 
Keep being different. And 
bold. And imaginative 
and of course successful 

‘Tell Sue Dando (any 
relation to Suzanne?) that 
next time she does a 
members only survey she 
can borrow my pica rule ~ 
‘much more impressive 
results! 

Mike Godfrey, Seale, 
Farnham, Surrey 





‘Thanks for your support 
‘Mike. It's always pleasant 
to receive praise from 
other writers. I've no 
doubt the LM team would 
be very happy to get copy 
from you when you're ‘in 
‘the mood’. 

vom 





AMIUNCARING? 


Dear Lloyd, 

After keeping some 
opinions to myself for quite 
awhile lam very pleased 
that a magazine has 
appeared in which I can air 
my views. 

Racism in Britain's inner 
cities is bad, but do people 
realise the ethnic 
minorities can be racist 
to0? We see plenty in the 
news about race nots, but 
it takes two sides to havea 
fight, and those two sides 
musthavea mutual hate for 
each other. When the 
resulting violence leads to 
the death of innocent 
people then both sides are 
‘equally to blame. 

Also, why all the panic 
aboutdrugs? These addicts, 
have brought their problem 
upon themselves, if they 
want to go ahead and shit 
themselves up, that's their 
lookout. Ifthey're willing to 
take the stuff they should 
also be willing to die, [may 
sound like an uncaring 
bastard but I think the 
money currently being 








spent on centres for the 
smackheads could be used 
for better purposes. 

Well Lloyd, enough ofthe 
heavy stuff. Congrats onan 
excellent mag, and 
applaud the team for not 
censoring the risqué 
language in the features 
Paul Mobley (14), South 
Shields, Tyne & Wear 





@ Anyother readers ag: 
with Paul's views. For 
what it’s worth, I reckon 
most people are addicts of 
one sort or another ~ it 
seemstobea part of being 
human. The problem 
arises when the 
individual's addiction is 
inherently self- 
destructive. And some 
people seem to be more 
congenitally inclined to 
pursue an addiction 
inwards, be unable to. 
overcome its worst effects 
{and I'm talking about 
living life through East 
Endersasmuch as heroin). 
Ifthey are addicts by 








legislation will ever really 
help. 


HIP-HOP PICKERS 


Dear Lloyd, 
Ido like pop music, but I'd 
like to bring attention to the 
groups that don't seem to 
get much airing in the 
media. Groups like Run 
DMG, Beastie Boys, andL L 
Cool J, Please can you doa 
large article on not only 
these groups, but the full 
history of hip-hop, graffiti 
the written word, rap—the 
spoken word and 
breakdance ~the 
expression. Not just a 
potted history, but the full 
history on how hip-hop 
evolved, from the times of 
Grandmaster Flash to the 
present day with the likes 
Of Schooly D, Beastie Boys 
and Run DMC 

Rap has many forms and 
is the new youth sub 
culture of today. The article 
you did in Issue Zero is just 
the tip of the iceberg. Books 
like Subway Art highlight 
these even more. The film 
Style Wars on Channel 4 
brought the hip-hop culture 
to light but I wonder how 
many people actually saw 
it 

Ifany otherreaders agree 
or disagree with my point, 
let them send letters in. 
Matt Hayes, Bromley, Kent 





‘@ Arethemusicologistsin 
the LM listening? Let's 
‘hope so Matt, and maybe 
you'll see an in-depth 
expose soon. 

>om 
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Wogd up 


LIFE INA NARROW 
TOWN 


Dear Lloyd, 
Remember old grumpy? 
Michael Barrett, tea-time, 
BBC? ... 'Your own news 
and views as we go 
‘Nationwide’ ~ Station to 
Station (Fela LM) would be 
OKAY if it weren't so ~ 
patronising. Imean, ‘life in 
SE London’ doesn't sound 
80 cute, does it? 

‘Neweastle (Life in a 
Northern Town) isn't even 
allowed to be chic narrow: 
lapelled Sixties; no, we are 
‘pure Thirties, drink 
canned lager, andpressthe 
stop button on the Metro- 
rail escalators, Preferable 
to hacking someone to 
death with the intention of 
sticking his head on a pole 
or burning alive in 
their houses. 

for 1987 the 

“best places to visit’ are 
anywhere except whet 
you happen to be living. 
‘Trying to persuade the 
‘estimated 250,000 media- 
orientated zombies of 
‘greater London out of their 
damp infested filofax 
bedsits and into the real 
‘world might prove difficult 
— especially if they believe 
what's hip depends on 
what the ‘student: 
‘wearing (who cares?) and 
how well the local football 
club is doing (really 
backwards traditionalism 
this). [kid you not, the 
Sixties are everywhere, so 
buy BRsaverreturn, orbe 
really hip and go for a one- 
way ticket, then find out 
for yourself. 
‘D Millar, Darlington, Co 
Durham’ 





























{Londoners can be very 
chauvinist when talking 
about the Great City, but 
then again, I've come 
across the same attitudes 
‘everywhere. STATION TO 
STATION has roused 
passions in many breasts, 
as some other letters on. 
these pages indicate. 





PATHETIC 
DRIVEL 


Dear Lioyd, 
‘wonb-UP contained a rather 
interesting letter by some 
childish pseudonymn or 
other, titled woTmoRE 
privet. hope this refers to 
the content of the writer's 
letter, and not your 
magazine. 

He showed himself to be 
a spineless coward by not 
printing his address at the 
endofhisletter, and then in 
his equally skiliful manner, 
he proved himself a 
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hypocrite. In the first 
paragraph or two of his 
letter, he calls the 
magazine 

‘pathetic. .. drivel’, and 
later goes on towrite, ‘feel 
there is a good magazine 
trying to get out,’ after 
condemning it by 
comparing it to the 
mindless ‘teen magazines’ 
Hedoesnotsitonthe fence, 
he jumps from side to side! 
He should try joining the 
Alliance, (if of course he is 
not already a member). 

He gives further proof 
‘that he is a loudmouthed, 
immature little git, by 
trying to be ‘controversial’. 
He says that Julian Rignall 
is an egomaniac for 
expressing his opinion in 
these words: ‘fascist 
bullshit’. He goes on to say 
that this is unnecessary 
swearing. He could at least 
read his ownletter! He uses 
the words ‘Hell’ and ‘Jesus 
Christ! for what seems to 
me to be pointless reasons, 
Ido, however, believe 
Julian Rignall was a little 
heavy-handed, but still the 
point remains that 
Freekowsld has no right to 
assassinate Julian Rignall’s 
character. 

He then goes on, yet 
again to attack another 
victim. Gaz Top is 
described as ‘the biggest 
cripple ever to appear on 
the face of the earth’. This 
isnot only offensive to Gaz 
‘Top but also to invalids! 
‘This sort of crude use of 
language for no reason is 
‘what makes me so angry. 

Finally he makes the 
biggest fool of himself by 
ying ‘this letter is not 
smart-arsed, only different! 
Here he is right. The letter 
ig not ‘smart-arsed’, only 
crude, rude and offensive. 
His signing off comment is 
also hilarious. After his 
torrent of abuse he says 
‘good luck’. Wow! How 
two-faced can someone be! 
‘Nick Jones, Woodlesford, 
Leeds 











And I agree with you 
Nick. It's astonishing what 
we literary types have to 
put up with! ‘Long- 
‘suffering’ just isn't in it. 
‘You slave all day long, 
‘wearing your fingers to 
the bone on an 
unrelenting computer 
keyboard, searing your 
‘eyes with the lethal 
radiations of an over- 
heated VDU, and what do 
‘you get? The Freekowski 
me, Why we do it, 
Til never know. But that 
they type of guys—andSue 
Dandos— we are, I 
‘suppose. Tremendous, 
isn't it? 
>LM 











GETTING BETTER 


Dear Lloyd, 
Having read Issues Zero 
and One of tm Inoticed a 
substantial improvement 
from one to the other. I 
realise you had to keep it 
fairly clean (Issue Zero) 
because many young kids 
buy the computer 
magazine it came with and 
you'd be called a ‘bad 
influence’ on the young if 
youdidn't. But!'m glad you 
have kept separate from 
your computer magazin 
doing more interesting 
thing 

‘The charts are a good 
idea and the features have 
been pretty good—overalla 
better mag than expected. 
The Running Hedgehog, 
Hedge End, Southampton 


SS What's with this ‘fairly 
clean’? Are you implying 
\misn't clean any longer? 
‘Shame on you—so who 
‘was your bad influence 
then? 

>LM 


AHAGGIS WRITES 


Dear Lloyd, 

Och Aye the Noo, and all 
the rest of it (just to please 
all you English people who 
think that everyone in 
Scotland runs around in 
Idlts wearing daggers 
down their socks!) In Issue 
One yousaid thatLMisnot 
a London-based magazine 
and that you had reports 
from places much further 
away than London. But 
how far away were you 
meaning?Idid not find any 
mention of Scotland or 
anything remotely linked 
with anywhere north of 
Carlisle, Lm is a great mag, 
butit wouldbe even better 
ifit had more articles 
‘concerning the many 
Scottish readers which you 
have. See what you can do, 
Lioyd! 

‘Stephen Mccall, Newton 
‘Mearns, Glasgow 

















= Now there was the 
interview with Goodbye 
‘Mr McKenzie in Issue One 
= Scott-ish aren't they? 
And Issue TwohadstaTion 
‘TO STATION reports from 
Edinburgh and Falkirk. 
‘Surely Falkirk is far 
‘enough north o' the 
border. Besides, my great 
aunt was a Scotswoman, 
and I've 
Braemar Gathering once. 
‘That should be enough! 
Still, you want more on 
Bonny Scotland, you'd 
better get writing. How 
about starting by telli 
‘us what happensof an: 
in Newton Mearns? 
>LM 














/Dear Lloyd, 
Tam writing to you on the 
sticky issue of Big Willi 
Isn’tit amazing what they 
can recycle these days? 

So Issue One of anew 
magazine for men, and 
‘what question is it raising? 
What burning social 
problem is it taking in 
hand? Big Willies! Does a 
Big Willy improve your 
bonking potential? Maybe. 

Ifyou enjoy the 
frustration because she's 
too tight foryou to getitin, 
no matter how much effort 
you put into getting her 
ready for it, or if you're 
kinky for the agony as your 
foreskin tears at the root 
when youCAN'Tstandthe 
frustration, thena Big Willy 
could be just what you 
need. Pethaps you would 
enjoy the pain as she tries 
toget her teeth roundit, as 
‘well? Go out and get your 
‘Non-Doctor Big Willy kit 
now. 

‘Just remember though, 
that once you've acquired 
your Big Willy, you still 
have to laugh at all the Big 
Willy jokes. You mustn't 
wonder what the hell 
you're going to do next (or, 
‘worse, shrink in fear) when 
you KNOW she'snotready, 
but she still won'tlet yougo 











DEFINITELY UPSET 


Dear Lioyd, 

‘What do you think you're 
pissing about at? Ithought 
your rag was supposed to 
be trendy and cool. 

For a start Police 
Academy IIis the best film 
T've seen since the ace 
Crocodile Dundee. And 
that penis C Hutchinson 
gives it five percent, while 
‘that Poulter twat gives it 
ten percent. Also, tell 
Poulterthat House Musicis 
cool, not to mention 
briltiant. 

IfTssue Two is no better, 
T'm going to trash LM and 
‘buy something cool like 
Gardeners’ Weekly. 

By the way, American 
Football is the best sport 
since Poulter Bashing, and 
ifyoudon'tagree!'ll set my 
defence to stomp on your 
bollocks, that'sif you've got 





any. 
"Yours really pissed off, 
Geoff ‘Ace’, no address 


l Ithought Police 
Academy III was bloody 
‘awful, whereas C Dundee 
Esquire is great fun. 
‘There's no comparison! 
T'vebeen thinking about 
starting a gardening 
‘column, so hang around — 
‘you may not need 
Gardeners’ Weekly after 
all. 
yim 


A STICKY ISSUE 


down on her (PARDON?). 
She's going to insist in a 
minute and of course you 
mustn't get bored 
(although I suppose it’s 
Okay if you're bored stiff) 
when she wants to sit on it 
AGAIN! 

‘Oh yes, you'd better be 
quite sure she's on the pill, 
Because condoms, ifthey fit 
at all, cause more pain. 

But, above all else, you 
must NOT lose confidence 
every time a survey, or 
another loud-mouthed old 
tart, tells you it's not what 
you'vegot, but what youdo 
with it that counts. She 
might be wondering what 
SHE'D do with it, IF she 
ever met it, 

‘Oh, well, the article gave 
me a (slightly cynical) 
chuckle, Keep it up! 
YAWNI Pass the chocolate 
pralines. 

"Big Dick’ Clark, Polegate, 
E Sussex 





|= Thanks for the studied 
cynicism, Big Dick. You 
can't fool me with your 
refreshingly up-front but 
laid-back attitude toward 
‘this vital matter. Anyway, 
the old clichés are always. 
ae bese, ok you tala? 
LM 





ARED SQUARE 
WRITES 


‘Dear Lloyd The Tories are 
talking a load of bull and 
destroying Britain. Wake 
up dickheads, Britain is on 
‘decline and will be until 
‘something is done about 
this bloody government 
and their ‘I'm alright Jack’ 
attitude. Did you see that 
‘speech made by Bobby 
Granton Brookside? Bloody 
great I thought, made a lot 
of sense. 

How's about some 
politics, then, as has been 
mentioned? Nothing too 
biased, maybe some write- 
in debates, you pick a 
subject, we all write in for 
the next iss 

Do you have any idea 
where could getaRed Star 
badge from? I've seen a 
good one on the Kelloggs 
cornflakes advert, the one 
with the Russians spying 
on the toy submarine, but 
can’t find one (a badge not 
‘a Russian or a sub or some 
cornflakes) anywhere, 

Ifyou can tell C WIlove 
her... 

Pudseyisatown situated 
in northern England 
between Leeds and 
Bradford. Pudsey 
apparently has the most 
fish and chip shops per 
square mile in England, 
over 35 at the last count, 
and is home for Pudsey 



















































































LIVERPOOL Foes Lirerpoel Sean; if youdon't feel like Shepherd. 
SLAGGED correspondent doesn't writing a full-scale piece I've now been living in 
imowhieatsefom his oa Liverpool muste, Birmingham for almost 8 
elbow. Furthermore Your since starting 
Brookside sof no interest University ~ again I'm fairly 
Beer and the children in ‘ATION TO STATION, toalotofScousers, manyin ‘comfortable and have few 
} need teddy. (Just thought yside (Issue Two). fact find it tedious, boring correspondent's article at = complaints, But living here, 
mau abou tine ws ware | fChay iets Gand uent oie latsdiats ar llauniaticcy S| “thelvery Loar? you cannot ial to.aee how 
put on the map.) impossible to fit all the good ‘His little bit of club news >LM depressed the city is— 
Comrade Blanch, Pudsey, | bitsaboutLiverpolinto wasnotatallhelful ands people are not ouvaf work 
wrorks costitle cian but tit | not golog tohave many Because of thelr oym fault 
humourless prick Neil people from other partsof BIRMINGHAMSLAG they're out ofworkbecause 
‘@ Nowthat'saprettygood | Hughesdidn'teventry.In the country flocking up SLAGGED of dickheads with views: 
Hien, comrade,awriteia | facthio efforts ware sodire here for tie Nightie, fike Rob the snoh 
debate every month,and | Ihave the sneaking Surely this prathas noticed eep up the good work, 
wiynetrAstotee Red) |suspiiontuthedoern't that Liverpool bara Dear Lioya, Heme piliccs sot kenvy 
Bar badge, have you evenlive here. thriving clibscone and‘ T'mnot usualy too Tuetal out of the magazine 
considered writing to the Couldn't you sack the that there are loads of live bothered about writing to (HM freaks can buy Sounds 
Seestaniiebasey bx stupidgitandgetsomeone musicvenues alloverthe magazines but thought! orecmethinglithey'rethat 
London? But watch out for | who knows what they are city with more opening should reply to Rob ‘shoot interested), and how about 
Special Branch, they tend | talking about? every week? As for his ‘the dickhead who wrote more on the soul/punk/hip- 
to photograph dissidents David Jones, Toxteth, claim that there are alotof thearticle'Shepherd (letter hop scene? 
(whatever the political Liverpool snakes strapped to thighs compilation titled Giving It | Warren Shaw, Aston, 
colouring) so if there's uphere,itseemstomethat The Needle, worp-ur,Issue Birmingham 
evertrouble,theycan | M™Howaboutyou, David? Hiedick is strapped othe Two), Has ho ever boon to 
Soon ep potenesa Nearly slithesranowto | side of his head, Birmiagharn? Doos he 
Immediately. | srarionreportsare from  Yourinterview with Know anyone living i poor &# The voice of sweat 
Who's C W7 ‘ordinary’ people who Holly Johnson was a housing, on the dole ina reasons suggests that 
von havenysarningtowrite- masterpiece otfawning, depressed city? Tdoubt it, somiewhere between your 
tnd theyalilivein the grovelling rabbis, 1 Wwithallthe rows ofcomiy extreme views of each 
Place they writeabout,  encloseateviowolFOTH's B&Bhousesinjickly thers views lles a truth. 
DISENVOMITED The point, surely, aboutsts Liverpool LP from a local Sutton-On-Sea.Itoocome © Over the coming months 
is that there should be fanzine to show you what fromacomfortable,middle- _LM will be looking closely 
Dear Lioyd, diverse viewsavailable- scousersroalythinkof clasebackground. although at fein various of 
Aslshovedand pushed | onlyatway cua teaderes FOTH. Wheretcome ffommost’  Biltaia's cities. There may 
Catelessly through WH | whadonotlive there, get Sean O'Connor, Garston, _pouple manage tokecp, not be answers contained 
Smith duringmytunch- | pomeldesofaplace: Wille Liverpoc! Gietrfestonthegroundand imarticles, but there will 
break,Iscouredthe shelves | we're on the subject, their heads out of the be opinions . . 
of arty shit for something here's another view . .. ‘@ Same applies to you clouds unlike Robthesnob >LM 
frea raqualy ascent ta 
feed, og feral there 
happens tobe a distinct tohelp me find people. | Rememberlast year, « 
lickofreadable material | SPRAYING HAVE PAL WILL Maxine Clews (17), 246. | short-lived organ call The 
available, Most of it is TONIGHT TRAVEL Longford Road, Cannock, | Hit, lasted nine issues? It 
conventionally crass, Sealle WS1T INE followed your format, 
flepicting men as monster/ | DearLiovd, Dear Lloyd mainly boys but afew gisly 
sex beasts—Jackie, Just17 | I'm writing about LeT us ‘Yourarticleinthe February | ™ Perhaps some other Lm | articles were slipped in. 
—or showing us ‘girls‘ how | spray (Issue Zero), your Issue about travelling was | readers will get in touch Tusually buy NME but 
paricularlywonderfulwe | story about tho graft | really good. However my, | vwithyouMasine, the political shit in there 
canlookina10-inchspread | artist from Bristol, Delge problem is trying to find ‘However, the Student has increased. Hope you 
of make-up and £1,500 Tam also a graffiti artist ‘someone to travel with. Travel Association might | last out, Like to see plenty 
wardrobe. and would like to get in T've been planning and beagood starting point for | of real words —let's not 
Feryonsive been touch with fellow graft’ | saving tive mad for months | advice and contecrs, Pretend they don't swear, 
subjected to much blatant | artiste Taloosharean” | andTmhoping totake ott” | PLM tnd if anyone says ‘Fuck’, 
wolultea How toswop your | iatmestina won icmsewere Cis your Jere notasterie tout 
‘mascara running when you exhibition of graffiti in (Rather than a holiday, I Okay? 
figat the Rank’ unti’ | Bristol Thope youcan put | wanttotravelaound ine | HOPE FOR ALONG | OT aniciosworeallgood 
NOW! ‘me in touch with Delge world for as long as it ORGAN and there's loads of 'em, 
Alors! Qu'est-ce que ‘3DEE’. take: nice to see a good contra: 
c'est! LM? Great heavens ‘Michael Regan ‘Rusto', So, to get to the point, I Dear Lloyd, in pop. Keep it up, fully 
above —that looks jolly ‘Fallowfield, Manchester need to find people aged Soft porn to vivisection—it's | erected of course —all six 
|_| different matey! So, in my about 17-20-ish (male or | definitely all in Lm. inches! 
__ | ever so casual manner, I I'll get Sally Newman to | female), whoareinterested It's good to see such a Simon Ward, Whitehaven, 
__ | idly pick up this revolution | pass on your letter to in travel as much as me, fresh new magazine, a Cumbria 
in literary produce, and Delge via Beezer (who Please could you print good cross-section of 
‘sure enough, I'm met with ‘took the pics). thisletterin yourmagazine | writers, and pages of '& Good heavens! Even 
‘such anarchic sights as >LM or give me some address¢ reviews. But stop! famous ac-tors write tome 
mice on forks, Percy Topliss 
ina giant hammock, 
Number Si, lager, lager, EPT ILE: 
lager, lnger ead iste ore 
fet cculsa’ der = = 
oukda't bear ifany - 
Jonger.Inished tothe cash Sane 
desk, armed with my 
‘wages 9 buy a copy and 
war NOT disappointed. 
Tnlact ay dear Lloyd, 
could say with 
ceateccene 
| | item hae ray 
Yather dam good 
i A Newsfield Convert 
B | rorever, 
__ | Shaheena Yuent, Bassett, 
| | Southempeon 
| 
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boringin print, and there's 
no reason to give offence 
if it isn't needed. The Hit 
‘was a weekly, which 
makes some difference, 
and I have to say, Idon't 
think Land The Hithave 
ery much in common 
apart from being aimed at 
a similar market. 
>LM 


Dear Lioyd, 

"First a ‘thank you’ to 
everyone buying issue one 
‘of LM and a ‘hello’ to those 
reading it’. 

‘Oh dear. 

Apart from that, the 
awful design, your total 
lack of style in any writing 
and the atrociously badly 
written and boring station 
‘TOSTATION, your magazine 
is... well let's sayIwon't 
be buying it regularly. 

However, more 
importantly, I've always 
thought that someone who 
writes about, and reviews: 
music should really like 
music. That said, I'd like to 
kenow what right Paul 
Strange has to review 
albums when he says 
(Issue One, page 106), 
always wary of total 
unknowns who are 
unleashed on an 
unsuspecting public’ 
Apart from East Enders 
actors, Sam Fox and Julian 
Lennon, just about all 
groups and artistes are 
totally unknown before 
their first record. And look 
what happens when a 
"known' makes a record: 
‘Every loser wins, once the 
dream begins . 

Roger Pebody, Oakley, 
Bedford 








lm Wedon' expect everybody to 
ikeLM, and certainly not to 
consider all its contents 
wonderful, but tolump the 
efforts of some 30 very 
different writers, 
unconstrained by a 
dictatorial ‘house styl 
into the comment ‘total’ 
lack of style in any 
writing,’ isa patently 
childish attitude. 














so until they are 
‘exposed and become 
known, and it's 
unreasonable to be harsh 
about them. But I thought 
the sense of that piece read 
that: somuch hypeis often 
attached tothe first efforts 
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of ‘unknowns’ that it can 
make someone coming to 
grips with them in a 
review situation very 
uneasy. 

>LM 


RISING 
COMPETITION 
costs 


Dear Lloyd, 

What a great mag. Just £1 
for a whole pile of cans, 
doormats, goldfish, 
prisoners and 
Brummagems, Mail order 
offers: T-shirts and caps, 
‘Telstar records, 
subscriptions ~ good stuff. 
Nine compos, four write-in 
charts, WORD-UPand HASSLES, 

Imust take advantage of 
all this, but what do I see? 
Allof these are addressed 
differently. That comes to 
13p postage times 18, 
which is £2.34 —over twice 
the price of the magazine 
itself, 

‘There would be less 
letter-opening for you lot, 
and it would be alot 
cheaper for meifthey could 
all go into one envelope. 
‘When this arrived it could 
beopened and thecontents 
sorted and sent to the 
various departments, 
Joseph Otten, Longright, 
Manchester 











@ I've got news for you 
Joseph. Youcansendthem 
all in one envelope — at 
least the competition 
entries, as long as each is 
clearly marked. It's much 
safer, though, to send any 
WORD.UP, HASSLES or Mail 
Order items under 
separate cover, because 
competitions only get 
sorted once a month! Any 
multiple competition 
entries should be marked 
‘on the outer envelope as 
"MULTIPLE ENTRY, ISSUE 
(number) LM’, and then 
the usual address. 

yom 


INCOMPLETE 
BASTARD 


Dear Lioyd, 
‘Whose idea was it to give 
away a free issue zero ofLM 
with the Christmas Special 
of Zzap! 64? Give this 
person a medall 

Issue Zero was really 
brilliant, although I didn’t 
agree with, your review of 
‘How to be a complete 
bastard by Ade Edmonson, 
Igot the book for 
Christmas, andit's brilliant. 

T've just got Issue One 
and it is really fantastic. 1 
loved the section on 
photography, not because 
ithad topless women inthe 














pictures, but because the 
pictures were very good 
and original like the Mouse 
and cheese on fork photo. 

Tthink that an adverts 
section and chart would be 
terrific, 

But how about an arcade 
game section? And in the 
music section, how about 
popcharts, indiecharts and 
heavy metal charts each 
month? Karl Cullen, 
Temple Wood, Capel, 
Surrey 


f@ Thanks for the kind 
comments Karl. Naturally, 
itwasT whohad the idea of 
giving away a 
complimentary copy —Iis 
pretty good at thinking up 
these expensive little 
wheexs 

Strikes mo that 
receiving abook on how to 
be illegitimate as a gift to 
calebrateaholy day isabit 
odd but each totheirown, 
Talways say. Watch out 
next ish for pieces ontelly 
fade and areader chart. 
Paul Strange hates heavy 
metal —so I don't know 
about that 
>LM 











UNCLASSIFIED 


Dear Lloyd, 

[felt a bit let down after 
buying Issue One 
(February) of m, when I 
found you had no classified 
adverts. You didn't even 
have a penpal page like 
they doin some magazines. 
Ithink you ought to have a 
few classified advert pages 
like they do in many 
magazines. I place a lot of 
classified adverts in 
magazines and maybe I'd 
use yours if you did this. 
David C Miedzianik, 
Rotherham, Yorks 








@ AsI mention in uassurs, 
4 penpals column is under 
consideration for future 
issues. It's just that some 
things take time to 
organise, and it's nice to 
see whetherthere really is, 
arequirement first. 
Classified ads, I'mtold, are 
also being considered. 
>IM 


NICICLE WORKS 


Dear Lioyd, 
How in heli’s name do you 
‘expect to get away with 
that slanderous attack on 
the Icicle Works? To kick off 
with, that Dando hussey 
even got one of theirnames 
wrong, it’s Chris Layhe not 
Chris Laynne! 

Secondly, all through her 
interview sheseemed tobe 
putting down the North ~ 
especially Liverpool. Ihave 











but one answer to this—a 
line taken from Up Here in 
the North of Englandby the 
Icicle Works: ‘The 
Southernersall hate us'cos 
we're always in the 
spotlight... "so true, so 
true! 

Finally onto the musical 
meritsoftheband. Has this 
Dando tart ever listened to 
an Icicle Works record? or 
been to an Icicle Works 
concert? I've seen them 
twice on stage andit'sonly 
then that their true, 
brilliant talent comes 
through to its fullest 
extent, 

Mark my words, Dando, 
you area marked woman 
‘Up Here in the North of 
England’! 

Steven Kennaugh, 
Widnes, Cheshire 





f@ 'msureSuehas nothing 
‘against the North of 
England, do you Sue? No, 
she's shaking her: 

And she sits at the next 
desk to Richard Lowe, a 
man born and bred on 
‘Merseyside. Perhaps we'll 
send her up to doa woman 
measurtcass in Liverpool 
soon, just to prove the 


a 


LATE 
LABYRINTHINE 


Dear Lloyd, 

Having just found your 
complimentary issue 
abandoned at my local 
barbers, I picked it up and 
tookit home toread, andI'd 
like to say thanks a lot for 
producing the first mag 
that actually puts together 
everything of interest in 
one, without subjecting 
people to the normal, ‘we 
know best’ crap and 
political clap-trap of a few 
other better known 
publications. 

Tparticularly liked the 
David Bowie profile, but 
‘would not agree with David 
Currie on the review of 
Labyrinth, which as a 

















parent I took my sbc-year 
old son to see. He and all 
the other children seemed 
totally enchanted with the 
film, which proves the fact 
that if you're going to 
review a film of this kind, 
attend the film with the 
attitude of enjoying the film 
froma child's point of view, 
and don't look for hidden 
meanings or depth! 

Curtis Hutchinson said if 
anyone could ID Bowie in 
Virgin Soldierhe would 
give them a Bowie prize 
(Bowie is the poof holding 
hands on parade). 1know it 
mightbelate but asTlive in 
Germany, what's the 
chance of squeezing 
‘something out of him? 

‘How about a review of 
Crimes of Passion with 
Kathleen Turner WOW! 

A Downie, JBTY, 3 RHA, 
BFPO 16 


@ Thanks for your kind 
comments. I'll have to 
check with Curtis, and if 
no-one's already collected 
that prize, I'll give him a 
‘squeeze on your behalf. 
Labyrinth was possibly a 
grey area, a film intended 
for young children, yet 
marketed generally. And1 
‘suppose the answer has to 
be, that if we're writing for 
‘an older age group, we 
have to take that into | 
account — oF not review 
something. In the context 
of the Bowie article, it was 
inevitablethatitshouldbe | 
reviewed. 
>oM 











‘That's the lot for the April 





didn’t get printed. Don't 
let that put you off. Your 
letters do get read in the 
office, and that's the way 
opinions impinge on the 
LM editorial team — and 
who knows, next time you 
may be unlucky enough to 
get your views aired on 

these hallowed pages, so 
other readers can slag you 
off! 














































Win Win Win 


Win Win Win 
eee eee as 
pecan etnies mae 
esas to es eae 
eee ea rae 


First prize: 


A pair of Air Support trainers 
‘Atracksuit 

‘Two T-shirts 

A pair of Fitness Shoes 


Second prize: 
A pair of Air Max running-shoes 
A sweatshirt 


Asports bag 
2T-shirts 


AND the 10 runners-up will win sports bags. 












r aon aon =om8 = 
Send this coupon (or a photocopy if you don’t want to cut 
‘up your LM) to WIN A NIKE COMPETITION, Lm, PO Box 
10, Ludlow, Shropshire 8Y8 298, a aive no eter then 18 


t My picture caption for the limbering Amazonian is: 





‘My shirt size: Small Medium Large (circle one) 





I My shoe size: 
. 


My tracksuit size: 


















LM's monthly national roundup of what's hap- 
pk pening in the streets and what's on at the 
i theatre, what's edibleand where’s overpriced, 
who's doing what and who's playing where, 
Dea Belteac be Myvi terse a tits uch) Bite 
beyond the end of your road 


High 
ackwor, 









































NORWICH 


FullofEa 
promise 


WHATEVERtheysaywest wich. Crowds can always 
‘ofCambridge,there'smore find room in the Mur- 
toEast Angliathanfarms — derer's, the Mischief 
and country yokels. Asthe Tavern or the Micawbers 
signposts proclaim, Ne (and there are others not 
wich is a fine city — beginning with M). 
booming with new bu: Besides the usual ABC/ 
ness. Odeon circuit, there's a 
Norwich has twolively good film programme at 
radio stations (BBC Radio Cinema City, which 
Norfolk and Broadland _revives the management's, 
Radio, the better), its ‘obscure old favourites, 
venue forlive big bands —_‘Special-effects wizard John 
(the University OfEast_ -Dykstrapaid Cinema Citya 

















Anglia), anditsnightclubs, fascinating visit, and 
Hy's, Rick's Place and —_ they've hosted a nostalgic 
Ritzy'sareallcloseenough week-long extravaganza of 


together foragoodclub Doctor Who shows. 
crawl, and Henry's and ‘The Noverre also shows 
Tudor Hall are also popu- some interesting films off 
lar. the beaten screen as well 

‘These clubs are built as big-name hits, and it's 
arounddiscomusicandthe popular for its café and 
bar, many pubsare almost meeting halls. Both these 
discos now, too, and The —_cinomas keep their prices 
Bell (Hotel) is good fora lowandoffer reductions for 
pre-nightclub engage- the unemployed; the 
ment. ‘Odeon has cheap rates at 

Look around, though: its five o'clock showings, 
there'sapubonalmost tox 


every street corner in Nor- ‘There's been some good. 











7 LIVERPOOL 


Mersey killing 


AS everybody knows, 
Liverpool is the finest city 
in the world, We still have 
the best footie teams, 
acon butties, pop groups, 
comedians and loopy city 
councillors (good pop 
groups and comedians are 
thin on the ground at the 
moment, anyway). The city 
has lost none of its pride; it 
knowsit's the best, though 
the Government's trying to 
all it 

Actually, most Scousers 
are too busy coping with 
the problems of existing to 
worry about the city's poli- 
tics; the situation causes 
more concern outside the 
city than within (despite 


glamorous figureheads (bar 
the dreadful Liberal leader- 
ship in the Seventies, who 
managed to underspend in 
adeprived city!), and 
there's a general feeling 
that Derek Hatton has sold 
out by pacifying Labour's 
national leadership. 

‘The people don’t mind 
him wearing flash suits and 
driving big cars so long as 
he fights, but now it seems 
that he's given up. Tony 
Byrne, the new council 
leader, not militant (but still 
left-wing), should do okay 
so long as he continues 
with the housing prog 

‘And while they're at it, 


(trés trendy, occasional 
Jazz, pop, etc), The Fire Sta. 
tion at Bootle (foul place, 
most nights free), and of 
course the biggies — The 
Royal Court and The 
Empire. 

‘There are also millions of 
pubs where you can watch 
the locals get pissed or lis 
ten to awful pub-rock 
bands. [saw Paul MeGann 
sing in one the other week. 
God, it was terrible 

A-visit to the museums 
and galleries is a must, 
awe-inspiring and happy/ 
sad, and sois a trip to 
Anfield or Goodison, Avoid 
‘The Cavern Walks (you'll 
be ripped off before you 
knowit) and also watch out 
for the Bob Geldof and Bea 
tles statues (I think they 
bite) 

A visit to Probe Records, 
home of Half Man Half Bis- 

an unearth treasures 
and if it doesn't 
you can always play spot- 


receive next to no money 
for playing to audiences too 
cool to enjoy it, 

Tblame this on Julian 
Cope, Wylie et al for mak: 
ing knobheads of them. 
selves all those years ago, 
‘Their legacy can be heard 
in local groups; yes, the 
Liverpool sound still exists, 

Best local groups? One 
Last Fight, 16 Tam- 
bourines, Politburo, High 
V, The Farm and a couple 
ofothers aredead good, but 
most bands play uninspired 
Spandau Ballet outtakes or 
outvelvet the Under- 
ground. 

Best venues: Bonapartes 
(Tuesday, Thursdays, free 


















the protestations of the they should build moreven- admission), The Everyman the-weirdo, 
LiverpoolEcho andsomeof ues. There's not much Bistro (Sunday, £1), The Here endeth the first les- 
its Liberal readership) ‘space for live music in World Downstairs (Fri- son 

Liverpool's used to Liverpool, and local groups days, free), The Café Berlin ROBERT LEE 

DUBLIN 
A FIERCE battle has Coming here in April are jalthatlurksin the dark | from the window at the 
erupted among Dublin's | SpandauBallet,PaulSimon | doorways ofthe capital's | bouncers, Don’t bother 
record shops. It began (Soldoutalready, ofcourse) | nightclubs, Bouncers dress | with a club where you see 


live theatre in Norwich 
lately. The Maddermarket 
Theatre is very profes- 
sional - they often tackle 
Shakespeare, and also pro- 
duced 4 popular three-part 
version of A Christmas 
Carol around the New 

Year 

Norwich's Theatre Royal 
recently staged the ‘Allo 
‘Allo play now in London's 
West End; they're just 
wrapping up Cinderel- 
Jaand then, horror of hor 
Tors. . who remembers 
Guys And Dolls? If you'd 
rather, you can join a 
‘Theatre Arts course. 

‘And there's the fine city 
itself: the Castle Museum, 
the Cathedral, Bridewell 
‘Museum, Stranger's Hall, 
all within walking distance 
of the city centre. Buy City 
Wise magazine for 
thorough listings of what's 
‘on in Norwich, and don't 
believe the westerners! 


MICHAEL CROUCH 











and Howard Jones (who's 
also trying to buy acastlein 
Ireland). And Alison Moyet, 
away from Ireland for two 


when Virgin opened a 
megastore in Dublin; HMV 
retaliated witha barrage of 
similar stores; and the Irish 
independent record retail- | years, isplayinghereagain 
ers are caught in the cross- | at last. 
fre. Aging rocker Suzi Quatro 
Butiit's all good news for | embarks on a tour of Ire- 
Dublin's record buyers, and | land's ballroom circuit, 
the unbeatable choice and | stopping off in Dublin's 
bargains havesent sales | Olympia theatre. This 
figures sky-high. 1,800-seater is about to 
Richard Branson's mar- | becomeanother casualty of 











these animals at the door 
a On the football front, the 
Republic Of Ireland have 
two major games during 
the next month — against 
Scotland and Belgium. But 
big Jack Charlton hasn't 


in black monkey suits, 
they're generally big 
burly, and their purpose in 
life is to stop people enter 
ing Dublin nightclubs, 

So visitors find it hard to 
get into any club, and Dub: 
liners find it even harder. | brought the country’s best. 
You'rebarredunlessyou're | ever squad uptoan accept 
areal regular ~and you able standard 
can't become a regular And word is that officials 
unless you can get in. in the team's Dublin head: 

‘The bouncers have been | quarters are unsatisfied. 























keting tactics will give his | Dublin's shrinking theatre | eriticisedinthepapers, but | How long will it be before 
Virginstoretheupperhand | audience, and it'll close nothing's changed. Feel- | they call for Jack's head on 
soon, Branson has just unless funds are raisedto | ings are running high — a plate, as they've done 
signedadealwith Ireland's | save it. recently a van drove up to | with every other manager 
nationwide all-music radio | Ifyou visit Dublin, look | the door ofa popular club _| in the past four years? 
channel, Radio Two~now | outforastrange breed of | anda shotgun was fired JO'CONNOR 
they'll broadcast live from 

the Virgin store every a 





Saturday, 

Dublin's live music scene 
is looking up, too; local 
bands take courage from 
the example of U2, Dublin's 
most successful group 
ever. Many bands are 
breaking free from dead- 
end Dublin and heading for 
the British cireuit. 

‘Touring in England dur 
ing the next six weeks will 
be Cactus World News, 
Aslan (tipped for the big 
ume) and Light A Big Fire. 

Butifthey make tin Eng- 
land, it'll be Dublin's loss: 
the city’s short on talent 














Dublin's Virgin megastore 
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[EAST LONDON 


|A TRUE Cockney has to be 
born within the sound of 
Bow Bells (in the tower of St 
Mary le Bow in Cheap- 
side) — which means that 
either every East Enderhas 








fantastic hearing. or there 
area hall of a lot of people 
living in the East End who 
aren't Cockney. 

‘There are afew moremis: 
conceptions about the East 
End to put right. It’s 
nothing like the TV series 
(thank God), and not every 
East Enderis related tothe 
| | infamous Kray brothers. 

‘The press describes our 
Docklands area as ‘grim 
wasteland’ ~ butit's the 
home of the warehou: 
parties, the best entertain- 
Ment tobe foundin the East 
End. Mr Plod has beenclos: 
ing them down, though, 
and soon these great par- 
ties held in empty 
warehouses, derelict build- 
ings and anywhere with an 
open door will be extinct 

‘The EastEndis inhabited 
by completely hairless 
egglike heads, Kevs in run: 
ning shoes, and heavy 
metal clones with enough 
hair for all those hairless, 
‘The Petticoat Lane market 
(every Sunday from 7am) 
does a roaring trade in Doc 
Martens, leather, jeans and 
races; you can see the 
goths in daylight, too 

But the yuppiearmies are 
trying to take overthe East 
End (as they have other 
cheap London suburbs) 
despite the threatening 
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hate mail that’s pouring 
through their letterboxes ~ 
and they sip white wine at 
the Prospect Of Whitby, 
which has no violent past. 

This pub, hanging out 
overthe Thames, isthe only 
picturesque part of the Bast 
End — and that only at high 
tide, It's a good place to 
overhear addresses of par- 
ties. 

‘And the East End is a 
pub-crawlers paradise. On 
every corer in the bleak 
concrete expanses of 'rab- 
bit hutches’ (council fats) 
isa pub, or two. Ask any 
East Ender about enter- 
tainment, and they'll say: 
"it's always the pub, ain't 
7" 

‘Try the Still & Star, in 
Jack The Ripper's Blood 
Alley, if that doesn’t put 
you off your pint of lager 
and packet of crisps — or 
the Blind Beggar, where 
Ronnie Kray shot George 
Comell. 

After closing time, the 
best live venue is the Bass 
Clef, with Caribbean, Afri- 
canand jazz bands. But live 
musicis pretty rare in the 
East End, apart from the 
pubs with stripteases and 
the famous music-hall sing- 
alongs. (Of course, the 
West Endis only ten 
minutes away...) 

Finally, another miscon: 
ception: not every East 
Enderis called Smanfa, Kev 
or Keiff 

But most are. 

JOE DUDLEY 






















“shariston 2” 
ae Sh alae 


cmp awaits 


% 
cailsea = 
West, 














CARDIFF 


‘THEY made an odd couple, 
tucked into the plush 
‘comer seating of the third- 
floor bar in Cardiff's 

St David's Hall. 

“But don't you see, man, 
spluttered the youth, ‘this 
bloody city is a classic case 
of the thin line between 
everything and nothing! 
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‘Oh, sure,” spat the 
youth, ‘those few bands 
that don't play the Newport 
Centreinstead. Andthere's 
‘Tom Jones, of course 

The sociologist smiled 

‘Well there are plenty of 
other places you can go to 
see groups ~ Sam's Bar, 
PCs..." 


Just look at this hall! I rest 
my case.’ 

‘The sociologist fondled 
his stubble contempla- 
tively. 

"Idon't know what you 
mean,’ he said. ‘They put 
on excellent classical con- 
certs here, films, popular 
music...* 
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“Yeah, sneered the 
youth,'but the town's 
crawling with R&B outfits 
andclever muso bands and 
their mates. There's 
“That's the trouble with 
young people today, 
sighed the sociologist. 
Cardiff's culture extends 








well beyond mere pop 
music. There's sport — 
world-class rugby; ice hoc 
key, football, almost. And 
there's Art ~ there are gal- 
leries everywhere — the 
Maritime Museum in 
Butetown, the Ffotogallery, 
the National Museum. 

"And then there's. 
theatre: St Stephens in the 
docks, the New Theatre — 
rather populist, I agree — 
and the Chapter Arts 
Centre for experimental 
stuff. They doart and bands 
there, film, dance, and 
food . . . as does the won- 
derful Sherman — two 
theatres in one, and it does 
cheap matinées occasion- 
ally. Actually it's pretty 
affordable most of the 
time." 

‘The youth shook hishead 
sadly, and took a sip of 
warm lager 

"Yeah, but that place is 
part-funded by the Univer 
sity, isn't it? Your beloved 
‘University's had it too good 
fortoolong, what with that 
lavish Student's Union of 
yours off-limits for the likes 
‘of me most of the time. 

"Face it, With two radio 
and three TV stations, Car- 
diff is overrun by pseudy, 
arty, trendy dickheads and 
media tossers, but where's 
the action?’ 

“But my dear boy,’ said 
the sociologist, 'you must 
ook to jazz for salvation. 
‘There's Gibb's Club, and 
the classy Four Bars Inn.” 

"Sure, sure,’ grumbled 
the youth, "but neither my 
mind nor my body is 
sufficiently middle-aged to 
appreciate those places. 
Cardiff has lots for the 
undemanding, discofie 
well-dressed alcoholic 
hedonist, or the patient, 
discerning aesthete, but 
there's no fire, it’s all com- 
placency. The rock scene is 
devoid of passion, the jazz 
scene is devoid of soul, the 
theatre is devoid of sens: 
ton, the media is devoid 











‘Money?’ suggested the 
sociologist, chuckling, 
Don't knock it, lad. Cardiff 
is full of colourful people 
having a good time.” 
‘The youth gazed bale- 
fully into space. 
THONEIL 





Nottingham. 

Thinks: Robin Hood, Tor 
vill & Dean, Brian 
Clough 

‘Answer: All three 

Nottingham is like any 
city on Friday and Saturday 
nights, full of the lads and 
Julies trying to down as 
many drinks as possible in 
their allotted time, 

But we have a few brash 
and brilliant pubs. If you 
want glitz try The Bodega, 
Old Malt Cross, Oscars or 
‘Vogons, If you want in- 
between, go for The Bell, 
‘The Dragon, Stage Door, 
Salutation, Newshouse or 





‘Venue 53, Foreman's and 
the Café Royal. University 
and poly students favour 
Russell's and Gooseberry 
Bush pubs 

If you want to hear chart 
music and be ripped off by 
an expensive club, the E 
Street Ritzy, Astoria or 
Zhivago's should suffice. 
‘The Garage and Rock City 
are better ets, though — 
you can wear what you 
‘want, they're less expen- 
sive and they have live 
bands, 

After years of trying to 
eradicate the memory of 
Paper Lace (our last suc: 
cessful group), Nottin: 
gham's music scene 
remains pretty dead. The 
only saving grace is Fatal 
Charm — an excellent 
three-piece synth combo 








NOTTINGHAM 


and a Janice Long fave. 
(And the delightful Corinne 
Drewery of Swing Out Sis- 
terwas born here...) 

But there's hope. Rock 
City has built up such a 
strong reputation in its five 
years that groups come out 
of their way to play there — 

Big Country and The Mis- 
sion, for instance. 

And then there are big 
shows at the Royal Con- 

ert Hall ~ Nik Kershaw, 
Cyndi Lauper, and the 
Psychedelic Furs per 
formed during February, 
and The Cult, Go West and 
Simply Red are due this 
month. 

‘The Concert Hallis a 
triumph of the Labour-con- 
trolled City Council, which 
resurrected a plan the 
Tories had scrapped. The 
Council is becoming more 
controversial by the day, 
and it's now on a Conserva- 
tive Party hit list because of 
some supposedly leftie 
policies ~ gays-only swim 








Torvill or 
not Torvill 


ming sessions, for example. 
Clothes? Paul Smith had 
his first shop in Nottingham 
and it’s still going strong: 
round the corner, Hockley 
is full of trendy boutiques, 
good for shoes, clothes and 
jewellery. | 
Sport, though, is the icing 
on this city’s cake. Nottin- 
gham Forest FC, one ofthe 
best teams in English foot 
ball, plays down the road at 
Trent Bridge; next door is 
Notts County Cricket, 
which continues to supply 
England-class cricketers, 
For the more arty, the 
Royal theatre and the 
Playhouse hog the 
limelight (and audiences). | 
Onthefringe there’sthe | 
Lace Market Theatre and, 
for exhibitions and films, 
the Midland Group ~ as 
well as the flourishing 
(Odeon, where admission is 
only a quid for students, 
UB40s, kids and pension: 
ANDREW SAXTON 





TAMWORTH 


Tamwhere? 


IT'S20 miles north of Birm- 
ingham, has a population of 
66,000, and — for the AJP 
Taylors among you — it was, 
once the capital of Mercia. 
Sir Robert Peel, founder of 
‘our beloved police force, 
‘was born here (worth 
remembering next time 
‘you're stopped for not hav- 
ingarearlamponyourbike). 

‘Musically, Tamworth life 
revolves around the 
Rathole and the Tamworth 
Assembly Rooms; there's 
also an annual battle-of- 
the-bands contest at the 
Arts Centre and a rock fes- 
tival in the castle grounds 
during August. 





soul group Dance Stance, 





(which has hosted national 
events) and facilities for 


windsurfing. 
On the booze side of 
things, Tamworth's wide 
range of pubs and wine 
‘barsis supplied by astrong 
local brewing industry, It's 
‘well worth the effort of get- 
ting served at Hamlets 
Wine Bar — not wine, but 
therealale, Further upmar- 


ket, try Kimberleys or Cor- 
vattes (if you can afford 
them) vent 
There aren‘t many night- 
clubs (Knights is about it), 
‘but Tamworth has one of | | | 
the highest concentrations | | 
ofchip shops this side of | | 
‘Edwina Currie, 
And there are some out- 
of-the-ordinary pastimes — 
forthose who want to sniff 
them out —in Hopwas 
‘Woods, renowned in these 
parts for its naked occult 
rituals and armies of would- 
be soldiers armed with pop- 
guns and Michael-Hesel- 
tine-lookalike combat jack- 
ets, Bizarre, 

AB STRICKLEY Db 
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BELLSHILL 


REAtIoN to SLAtION 


Hill’s bells 


SECRET: there's a celeb- 
rity factory in Bellshill, a 
‘small industrial town 12 

.| miles east of Glasgow. 

‘ts output has been mini- 
mal but noticeable: the 
legendary Sir Matt Busby, 
Billy MoNeil of Aston Villa, 
Crass, The Soup Dragons. 


Frvston 


| CAMBRIDGE 


‘TO the uninitiated, Gam- 
bridge means the Univer- 
sity, class privilege and 
Hooray Henries horsing 
around in punts; like most 
popular myths, it's based 
‘ona little truth, butit's not 
the complete picture. ~ 

Certainly the city is 
divided. The University 
generates its own social 
life — college discos, film 
shows, gigs, societies ~ but 
most of it's exclusive to stu- 
dents andthe humble Cam- 
bridge native is left on the 
outside looking in. 

In the past this elitism 
has led to violent conflict 
between ‘town’ and 
‘gown’, and bad feelings 
continue. While student 
populations come and go, 
the resident waits for 
something to happen. 

‘Cambridge has no major 
venue, so name bands 
rarely perform here. There 
‘were high hopes for the 
Corn Exchange (recently 
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and, ofcourse, Sheena Eas: 


ton. 


“More names will follow 


Plans are in hand to 
increase production and 


jar consider 
Finding 





‘Faust, Tribe Of Benn, The 


Ceremony, Das Krieg, 


< 


shi 
cs, _, Nostell 


Nailsea = 


9 St piers Se 
Bleedin’ Hearts, Rhythm 
Method, Tom Tom Akoote, 
‘Turn Me Once, Silent Out: 
cry, Fools Gold, Cuttin 
Loose and The Gift. Some 
ofthese bands are very fine. 

‘And Bellshillisa pissart- 
ist's delight. There are 
more than 20 pubs an aver- 
ageofone every three quar- 
ters of a mile), though only 
two are worth mention- 
ing — Franklyns and 
Rumours (notthe with ve 
music). 

Franklyns is the best 
lounge in town. There's a 
friendly atmosphere, the 
décor’s okay and the booze 
isn't too expensive, The 
Dy's taste in music is naff 

Rumoursisaless appeal- 
ing lounge and dance hall. 
‘The décor’ alright, but the 
booze is a bit pricy and 
there are plenty of boun- 
fers to irritate you. Again 
the DJ lets the place down. 
(Morrissey'slyric'Hangthe 
DJ' springs to mind...) 

Belishill's pub- and club- 
owners should take heed, 
and invest in some good 
live musical talent (there's 
plenty around here). Who 
Knows, it might even rain 
pigs. 

PAUL QUINN 


Senos. 
Ackworth 


complete with coffee 
lounges), but it seems 
unlikely that hundreds of 
young pop fans will be 
allowed to defile its sacred. 
halls at large-scale gigs. 
(Corn Exchange shows 
have included symphony 
orchestras, Boxcar Willie 
and Lindisfame.) 

*For live pop music in 
Cambridge, the pub circuit 
is your best bet, Try The 
‘Alma Brewery, The Bur- 
leigh Arms and The Boat 
Race, and look out for 
bands like Double Yellow 
Line, Strange Brew, The 
‘Fridgidaires and the irrep- 
ressible Doctor Skull. 

Local bands arecurrently 
engaged in fierce competi- 
tion at the annual Cam- 
bridge Rock Group Con- 
test; around 60 bands are 
competing to follow in the 
footsteps of last year's win- 
ners, Double Yellow Line. 

‘And then there's the 
Folk Festival weekend, 
normally at the beginning 











of August. It’s expensive 
(about £17) ~ but you can 
see acts ranging from tradi- 
tional folk music to The 
Pogues and The Men They 
Couldn't Hang. 

‘The city's one nightclub 
is Ronelle's (famed for 
refusing entry to Aussie 
cricketer Greg Matthews 
becausehe wasn't wearing 
atie). Atypical nonstop 12- 
inch disco-mix place, it 
large, smoky and expen- 
sive. 

If you're local and poor, 
the Arts Cinema offers the 
best valueentertainmentin 
‘Cambridge. It's only a quid 
togat in, the seats are 
luxurious, and the prog- 
ramme changes three or 
four times a week. Fe 
its films are on general 
release — the Arts shows 
cult movies, foreign works 
and older films. It's warm, 
cheap andopentoall, arare 
thing in Cambridge. 


a 


* B2129 
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LEEDS 


All roads 
lead to 


Leeds 


THE motorway city of the 
Seventies... that was the 
politicians’ and planners’ 
dream vision of Leeds, not 
0 much a drive-in city as a 
drive-thru city, with adver- 
tising hoardings hiding the 
new system-built sums 
from the drivers’ eyes. 

‘But what's there for a 
poor boy to do in the hard- 
shoulder city of the 
Eighties? 

‘Well, there's been a mus: 
ical renaissance here in the 
past couple of years ~ espe- 
Cially welcome in the cul- 
tural oblivion of a city 
where seeing a decent film 
means a trip to Bradford or 
Sheffield, and where the 
plays at Leeds Playhouse 
might as well allbe Alan 
Ayckbourn. 

‘Though there are ten 
thousand students at 
Leeds University, they con- 
‘tribute little to the local 
scene, Discerning punters 
head to the east of the city, 
‘where promoters with real 
enthusiasm formusicmake 
‘a welcome change from 
those who could star in 
Jaws. 

‘The Astoria has had 
memorable gigs staged by 
‘Yan Rowntree (including 
Ted Hawkins and Michelle 
Shocked), and Terry Smith 
‘could have filled the hall 
twice over for The Bhundu 
Boys at the end of Jan- 
vary — for the third time in 
year. 

‘Smith also runs an Afro- 






© Charicumibe, 
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Latin disco every Wednes- 
day at the trendy Coconut 
Grove, and there's another 
Wednesday African disco 
atthe Phoenix Club. 

Evenbetteris Nada, who 
spends Thursdays at the 
Phoenixcontrols,mixingand 
matching her own tastes 
= from reggae to African to 
the SexPistols toThePogues 
within minutes 

‘John Keenan is the city's 
longest-standing indepen- 
dent promoter. He 
(graduated from mid-Seven- 
ties punkand lived through 
his gothic Futuramas to 
present some high-class 
{Gigs at Leeds Irish Centre, 

‘Local bands who play to 
packed and sweaty houses 
include Brendan Croker 
And The Five O'Clock 
Shadows (they toured with 
Billy Bragg last year), Zoot 
‘And The Roots and their 
soul mates Beat Crazy. 

‘The Mekons and The 
‘Three Johns don't play so 
often, and when they doit's 
usually for a benefit, 

‘Cajun music is becoming 
popular, pioneered at the 
hew Wednesday nightspot 
Colours by The Swamp 
Gaters, They're a local 
‘supergroup’ led by Mike 
Hirst (who plays in at least 
three bands) and including 
members of The Mekons, 
Pink Peg Slax and Johnny 
Jumps The Bandwagon, 
‘and Brendan Croker (who 
just keeps cropping up). 

TONY HARCUP 























PLEASE DEBIT MY VISA/ACCESS 
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DO YOU wear your heart on your sleeve — or 
your favourite mag on your head? LM does — 
it's a monthly feast of hot interviews, hard 
news and honest reviews, 

And to keep you in the LM spirit, we're 
giving away LM caps and T-shirts 
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the new togs. 


TOP MAN 


‘Top Man have six looks for 
spring and summer. 

City Smart offers 
coordinating jackets and 
single pleat trousers in 
neutral checks at £37.99 
and £22.99 respectively, as 
well as double-breasted 
suits in pure new wool (a 
snip at £99.99) 

And if you thought a 
duster coat was for doing 
housework in, check out 
the City Smart range tose 
how youcancutadash ina 
downpour. 

Safari Style features big, 
unstructured jackets in 
beige and stone cotton and 
linen with tortoiseshell 
buttons; they're 
complemented by loose- 
fitting trews with twin 
pleats and turn-ups or 
longer length shorts for 
warmer knees. 

New Look Denim has 
jeans and jackets in 

‘distressed’ denim 
(whatever that means) — 
they team well with Bengal 
striped shirts (£13.99) and 
polo shirts (from £5.99), 

Portfolio offers a nice bit 
of shmatte—boxy jackets in 
madras checked 
Seersucker (£42.99) and 
chinos at £22.99, 

Simply Cricket has 
clean-cut cotton jackets 
and trousers striped with 
pastel shades of blue, mint 
and stone (£18.99 and 
£19.99), and soft pastel 
knitwear from £8.99, 

‘And Rock'n'Roll goes for 
a black-and-white colour 
scheme with diamond print 
cardigans (around £15), 
seersucker checked 
trousers (around £17) and 
royal-blue-and-white 
baseball jackets at £37.99. 


HENNES 


‘There's a strong nautical 
flavour at Hennes this 
spring. Light cotton navy 
blazers (£17.99) and white 
cotton trousers (£12.99) can 
be decked out with sailor 
hats for that authentic 
yachting look (nice). And 
the Out Of Africa looks still 
going strong, with cotton 
and linen in neutral tones of 
beige and stone. 
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CLOSET 


The high-street fashion stores are 
well-stocked for spring. JANE 
BOOTH casts an eye over the best of 


This season, epaulettes 
and brass buttons add a 
military feel to the loos 
fitting, drop-shouldered 
blazers and roomy trousers. 
‘Thoughtfulas ever, Hennes 
are selling clerk's 
armbands to hold up drop- 
shouldered sleeves so you 
don't lose the use of both 
hands in the quest for 
street cred. 


MARKS & 
SPENCER 


M&Salsogowithanautical 
look, offering casual linen- 
mix trousers and knitwear 
in white and navy with 
bright green. The Summer 
Club provides an 
alternative look with lots of 
chambray and denim 
teaming up with Bengal 
striped shirts, brightly- 
coloured cotton crew-neck 
sweaters and polo shirts, 

Colourwise, M&S will 
offer lots of pastel lemons, 
pinks and greys in the 
‘spring, moving into warmer 
shades of peach, beige and 
tan for the summer. 


To celebrate their 
centenary, Hornes have 
revamped much of their 
product. Spring fashions 
Include cotton twill blouson 
jackets in neutral tones — 
with or without hoods and 
candy-stripe linings ~ at 
£39.95 and £45, 
Coordinating chinos 
(roomy, tough cotton 
trousers with twin forward 
facing pleats) are £29.95. 
Pastels and primary bright 
cotton pique polo shirts are 
£12.95, while checked 
“Turbo! trousers (an 
extraordinary 
description . . . )are £27.50, 


NEXT 


Next are offering a wide 
range of spring fashions, 
including an attractive 
range of crisp cotton shirts 
in white, lime, pink and 
blue (£15.99) and Fifties- 
inspired navy shirts with 
‘embroidered backs 





(£24.99) 


‘There's also a sporting 
theme with rugby, cycling 
and polo shirts (£19.99, 
£16.99 and from £10.99 
respectively), cream V. 
neck cricket Sweaters at 
£22.99 and trousers £32.99, 
and zip-fronted cotton 
gardening jackets, 


PRINCIPLES 


Principles have prices just 
below Next's. Their 
Associates range provides 
aselection of casual jackets 
and trousers with fallen 
shoulders and roomy 
thighsin ecru, beige, white 
and navy, worn with polo 
shirts at £16.99, Smoothies 
can find extras such as 
tiepins alongside boxer 
shorts entitled ‘Monkeys’ 


BURTON 


Burton are offering Levi 
denim jackets at £32.99, 
and 01 jeans at £23.99, 
They've also got deck-chair 
and Bengal striped shirts 
(€18.99 to £12.99), 
sweaters in pastel mint, 
peach and lemon (£15.99), 
heavy rib cardigans 
(£12.99), unstructured 
checked or striped blazers 
in seersucker (£16.99- 
£19.99) and checked, pleat. 
topped trews (£18.93) 

‘And while you'reat it you 
could invest ina Burton 
rucksack (£6.99) to cart 
around yourmany hundred 
polo shirts (also £6.99). 





Ramie shirt (£17.95) and ‘Turbo 
‘trousers (£27.50) from HORNES. 





Jacket (£40), jersey shirt (£16.99) 
‘and trousers (£26) from PRINCIPLES 
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‘How much is the fish? Does the fish 





have chips?’ What the hell are STUMP 
on about? VICKI HILL meets the boys 





from the weird stuff. 
7 ES, Iwas STUMP formed three years 
stumped. Tothe | ago when Kevin met 
core. guitarist Chris Salmon on a 
From the summer holiday. They 
band’s auditioned for a drummer 


aggressive, almost 
grotesque stage act and 
weird, hard-hitting lyrics, I 
‘was expecting Stump to 
give me rude answers and 
short shrift, 

Not so. I'd made the 
mistake of categorising all 
up-and-coming bands as 
arrogant, pompous little 
upstarts, but beneath a 
light coating of egotism 
Stump are charming, calm, 
and utterly helpful. 

‘Well, what did you 
expect?’ said drummer Rob 
Mckahey. ‘We're just 
boring, ordinary people 
who enjoy performing.” 

But a typical Stump 
performance would shock 
a newcomer. Vocalist Mick 
Lynch twists, jumps and 
wobbles, while the whole 
band sweat buckets. 

Do they need any, er, 
artificial stimulants to help 
their extrovert act? 

“Mick does need a drink 
ortwo to get himself up on 
stage,’ says bassist Kevin 
Hopper. 'He did do 
one sober gig, butitturned 
into a complete disaster. 

What do they get from a 
e performance? 
“Adrenaline,' says 
Mick.’ There's absolutely 
nothing like the feeling you 
get from being on stage, 
you get up the next 
morning and still feel 
fantastic.’ 

‘Though he says he can't 
sing (‘cos I smoke’), Mick's 
voiceistuneful, expressive, 
and stridently clear. He 
needs that kind of delivery 
to pit across his lyrics (to 
the uninitiated they sound 
weird and impenetrable, 
but stick with them and 
you'll soon find how 
powerful they are 

‘Mick writes far more 
beautiful lyrics than 
Morrissey, ' says Rob. 
‘Morrissey writes about 
middle-class problems, 
whereas Mick's lyrics are 
about alcoholics, winos and 
people inarealstate.Tdon't 
think his songs are 
grotesque, I think they're 
graceful and elegant. 














They shun my scorn 
The strength of oration 
My intuition takes control, 
Took to myself and by 
sheer concentration 
‘Mohammed that mountain 
(Alcohol) 


ed 








(the advert said Drummer 
wanted with buckets of 
mental sperm) and Rob 
appeared. 

After trying out ‘Nick 
Cave types and other 
various idiot singers’ for a 
year, they remembered 
Mick Lynch. After a little 
persuasion (probably they 
threatened to reveal that 
he was once an actor), Mick 
decided to add his many 
talents to the line-up. 

Their musical tastes and 
influences could hardly be 
more diverse. Rob likes 
traditional Irish and Scots 
music, and he's also played 
in soul and blues handsyat 
‘well as spending a short 
spell in Microdisney. 

Kevin is into Tom Waits 
and Kevin Coyne, while 
Chris praférs older artists 
Captain Beefheart (who 
Stump have been 
compared to) and The 
Kinks. Mick prefers The 
Birthday Party and punk 
He, too, has played in 
Microdisney. 

Stump quickly made a 
mark for themselves. Early 
on they were grabbing 
‘around for a few quid in 
seedy London dives, but 
now they play toaudiences 
of up to.3,000 and are 
widely expected to break 
through this yea 

‘The release of ahighly 
successful mini-EP, Quirk 
‘Out, won them a lot of 
recognition —not least a 
promotional video and then 
alive spot on The Tube. 

‘Doing the video for The 
Tube was great fun, 








remembers Kevin, 
were shitti 


of the usual hyp 


relinquish 
independence. Finally 
signed with Ensign 





Rob believes that Stump 
are destined to become a 
‘movement in music 

Like punk or soul oF 
Something? 

"Yes, butit'llbe known as 
‘Stump! music, It'll 
definitely happen; alre 
some bands are starting to 








unitate us. The 

Chesterfields tried, but 

they couldn't work the 
don’t mind 


rarely improvise 
their songs are 
painstakingly constructed, 
Basic guitar lines are 
carefully thrashed out by 
Kevin and Chris, and then 











using p 
lytics. 









in and Mick gets very 
set,' says Rob. ‘We're 
always having fights about 


Yes,’ says Kevin, ‘we've 
had some real bust-ups, 
‘Actually, we often get 
ch other's nerves, 


quite careful, 

‘Chris is also a bit 
lad,’ says Rob. 'Mind 
Kevin's eccentric and 
Mick's very fatherly and 
Protective. 

But what sort of people 
like Stump? 

‘A complete range,’ says 


ot ALL groupies. They 
band have even received 


band's image? 

Rob:'Wedon't even th 
about that. We certainly 
‘won't start wearing leather 
trousers with loads of keys 
and metal bits 


ink 


original one. 
t you've discovered 


sterile 
Have you lost any 
friends? 
Kevin: 


It's funny you 
should say that, because I 
have started to lose a few 
contacts lately, but the true 


different. 





Does semistardom make 
‘ou bigheaded? 
‘Ah, no,’ says Mick, ‘You 
it spoilit for yourself. I've 
ted to get some flak in 
streets, like ‘Oi, hey 


pretty-boy 


just original. y j 


Stumpy!" It's 
embarrassing, but 
flattering too. 

Whatare Stump trying to 
do? 

Rob: 'We get across the 
message that you can do 
your own thing without 
trying to deliberately 
cater for anyone, and you 
can still get signed 

















Why's the band called 
Stump? 
‘Oh, Idon't know,’ says 
Rob, ‘We just said it would 
T 





do, and it kind of stuci 
mean, after a while the 
name doesn’t matter 
one thinks about the name 
atall, Lookat Culture Club. 
You hardly think of cultu: 
doyou? We could have had 
a bettername, though. It's 
very ugly. 

‘And would getting to 
Number One mean you're 
the best? 

Mick: ‘Can you ever see 
usgetting toNumber One 

Maybe 

And what does the lyric 
‘How much is the fish? 
(from Buffalo) mean? 























Silence. 
For once, Stump appear 
stumped. Most peculiar 
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IT WAS, as the 
historic night. Wembley 
‘was packed to capacity on 
a wet Wednesday evening 
in November 1981 t 
England play Hungary, a 
crucial match in England's 
bid to qualify for the 1982 
World Cup. 

But the game was an 
anticlimax. Thi 
Hungarians were 
disappointingly timid and 
offered little resistance to 
the English onslaught. And 
the winning goal was 
laughable; midway 

the first half, Paul 
skated 
greasy turf, his shin 
somehow cone: 
the ball, which slithered 
past a startled Hungarian 
goalkeeper. 

Still, England ha 
result they needed, and 
went on their way to the 
World Cup finals in Spain. 

But amid all the 
headlines and hullabalc 

ody remembered St. 
Coppell, the industriou 
skilful little midfield player 
who'd had been carried off 
with a knee injury after a 
crunching tackle from a 
Hungarian defen 


ould be playing 
again within a few weeks. 

Tn fact, that tackle ended 
‘Steve Coppell's career as a 
foothaller, He struggled on 
for another couple of years, 
having constant treatment, 
playing once a fortnight f 
his club Manchester United 
so that the swelling would 
have time to go down 
between matches. But in 
1984, ondoctors' orders, he 
finally called ita day 

\day Steve Coppell is 
and the manager of Crystal 
Palace. In his third year 
there, he's the youngest 
nonplaying manager in the 
League. And though Palace 
are no more than outside 

tion contenders, 

san give most clubs in 
the country a run for their 
money —as Nottingham 
Forest, who recently lost t. 
the South London club ir 
the third round of the FA 
Cup, would testify. 

But it's a far cry from the 
halcyon days at the 
beginning of the decade, 
when Crystal Palace wer 
‘the team of the Eighties’ 
‘Then managed by Terry 
Venables, Palace had a 
youth policy that was the 











After a knee injury put paid to his 
career as a footballer, Steve Coppell 
went into management. And he's 
discovered that the English Second 
Division is no place for the faint- 
hearted. DAVID CHEAL met the 
Crystal Palace bo: 
Picture by BEEZER. 


envy of most clubs in the 
league, and for several 
heady weeks in 1979 the 
Eagles dared to topple 
Liverpool from their perch 
at the top of Division One. 
‘The players were gifted, 
young and keen. And the 
crowds were rolling in, 
with attendances 
averaging 20-30,000, 

Today Palace arelucky to 
get 6,000 through the 
turnstiles and, like most 
clubs in their position, 
they're struggling to make 
ends meet. Managing 
Crystal Palace might be 
seen as a comedown for a 
man who was used to. 
playing his football in 
‘world-famous arenas like 
Wembley and Old Trafford. 

But Steve Coppell 
doesn’t see it that way. 
He's happy to still be 
involved in football, he feels 
lucky to be given a chance 
to prove himself asa 
manager. 

“Lalways felt as a player 
that I would spend maybe 
16-20 years in football, then 
Iwould have got out and 
done something different. 
But because [finished early 
felt Istillhad something to 
give to football. When Idid 
retire I spent three months 





occasions when I've been. 
mulling over a Budweiser 
and thinking ifit hadn't 
happened I would still be 
playing for Manchester 
United and possibly 
England with not a care in 
the world. It’s inevitable 
that I'm going to feel bitter 
occasionally. Iliked to think 
thatI was invincible; [once 
played four seasons 
without being injured, and 
IthoughtI'd be one of those 
Billy Bonds or John Hollins 
types who went on playing 
till they dropped. Soit came 
as a bit of a shock,” 

‘Some players might have 
tried to plough on, going to 
‘specialists for treatment, 
deluding themselves that 
by some miracle they could 
ward off the inevitable, 
Steve Coppell was underno 
such illusions 

“The two surfaces of the 
hones in the knee should 
slide across each other — if 
youeat achicken, you'llsee 
that the two shiny heads of 
the bone slide very 
smoothly across each 
other, After the final 
operation the surgeon told 
me that the surfaces in my 
knee were like two pieces 
of carpet. He warned me 
that if I carried on playing 


bbe should have ONE MAN in 
charge of football, like the 
Americans. 


” 


T'd become a cripple. 1 
didn't have any children 
then, though I've got alittle 
boy now, and Iwas very 
much aware that I wanted 
to have the experience of 
playing with my own son, 
rather than limping with 
my own son." 

Steve has launched 
himself into his new career 
with energy, commitment 
and enthusiasm —the same 
qualities which made him 
an automatic choice for the 
England team asa player 
(Ron Greenwood once said 
that Coppell’s name was 
always first on the team 
sheet) 

“Asa player you turn up 
atten o'clock and go home 


in Amsterdam getting 
some treatment on my leg, 
and it was more or less 
three months in isolation 
away from football. Imade 
conscious decision then 
toget involved in football in 
some capacity and getit out 
of my system.’ 

He's grateful for the 
Palace job, but the gulf 
between what is and what 
could have been is 
enormous, $o it's no 
surprise that this modest, 
soft-spoken man 
sometimes feels bitter 
toward the Hungarian 
defender whose boot 
‘connected sopainfully with 
his knee. 

“There have been 





at half twelve. You don't 
have to think about 
anything, As a manager 
‘you have to think months 
and years inadvance. Ifwe 
win on Saturday, even on 
Saturday evening I'm 
thinking about next week's 
game.’ 
‘Andhehastothinkabout 
money. A lot. In many 
‘ways, Palace are still the 
team of the Eighties, 
because the changes at 
Selhurst Park over the past 
few years typify what's 





happening to football in 
England, 
‘Their pioneering ground- 


sharing arrangement with 
Chartton (‘no problem 
whatsoever’, says Steve) 
will inevitably be followed 
by other clubs. 

‘The proposed ‘merger’ 
with Wimbledon (Coppell's 
not so keen on that) is 
another trendsetting 
development. 

‘And the low crowds, the 
lack of cash, the penny- 
pinching and the 
dependence on income 
from outside of sport (one 
end of the Palace ground is 
now a Sainsbury's 
supermarket) are telling 
symptoms of football's 
recent decline, 

‘Ifwe were just a football 
club, we'd be dead 
tomorrow,’ Coppell says of 
Crystal Palace. ‘Everyone 
says this club has huge 
potential and that if you're 
successful you'll get good 
crowds; but it's blatantly 
obvious that if you're 
not successful you get 
absolutely average crowds 
We've got to try, by the 
long, laborious route, to be 
successful, because we 
haven't got any benevolent 
millionaires on ourboard to 
give us cash to buy players. 
Weneed cash, and weneed 
to generate an income 
independent of football 
We'd love to just 
concentrate on football. But 
we can't afford it 

‘Unfortunately the South 
London public are very 
much a 'theatregoing’ 
public. If the product's 
good, they'll go and watch 
it; ifthe product's crap, 
they'll go and watch 
something else. We have a 
core of about 5:6,000 
people who are very loyal, 
but we've got a lot of 
floaters who'll only turn up 
if the product's good.’ 

Perhaps they're the 
people who've abandoned 
Palace because they've 
found the turmoil ofthe last 
eight years confusing and 
alienating. During one 
bewildering spell at the 
club, managers and 
directors were appointed 
and then sacked before 








they'd had a chance to 
warm their seats, Steve 
Coppell agrees that these 
comings and goings may 
have frightened off a lot of 
supporters. He sees it as 
art of his job to repair the 
damage. 

‘We'vedonealot toshow 
people that we're not here 
as a one-hit wonder. Money 
is important, but it’s far 
more important for us toget 
‘club which the local 
‘community are proud of. 
And Palace are a club 
famous for their youth 
policy. We've gattoget our 
youth policy back so that 


Government's efforts to 
fight football hooliganism. 
“They're totally clueless,” 
hesays. ‘Supporters should 
be stopped from travelling 
abroad, and supporters 
who cause trouble should 
have their passports taken 
away. I know it's an 
imposition on human 
rights, but if you can't 
represent your country 
properly abroad, you 
should be deprived of that 
‘The season is drawing to 
aclose. Crowds are up, 
slightly. The England team 
are doing well, and their 





the kids who play football | success is based on the 
roundhere want toplayfor | attractive virtues of skill 
Crystal Palace and not and technique as wellas on 
Tottenham or Arsenal,” hard work and fitness 

‘The financial struggles | Hooliganism seems to be 
off the pitch are less fashionable than it 





depressing, and the ‘once was, All encouraging 


football on the pitch rarely | signs. 
offersmoreexcitement.But | But the future looks 
there's no other way, says | tough for clubs like Crystal 
Steve. Palace. For them, 

“IfPalace wanttogetout | promotion is the only hope 


of the Second Division, 
‘we're going to have to rely 
on fitness, hard work, 
organisation, discipline, all 
the words the purists hate. 
But it’s the only way you'll 
get promotion.” 

‘As this season's slight 
rise in attendances shows, 
there are signs of a revival 
in football's fortunes. Have 
we turned the corner? 
Steve is realistic. 

“There’salong way togo. 
It’s improving, but it's not 
as dramatic as turning the 
comer. There are peaks and 
troughs, and we're just 
coming out of a trough, 
How high the peak will be 
is difficult to tell. 


of prosperity — and for 
managers like Steve 
Coppell, the name of the 
game is survival 

"That's my only 
objective, I'd love Crystal 
Palace tobe successful, but 
Thave reservations as to 
whether they can get back 
tothe days when they were 
aforce in the First Division, 
Istarted early in 
management, and I'm just 
getting to know what it's all 
about, and [hope the 
experience I've gained will 
bring the club some 

‘IfeelasifIhaveadebtto 
pay to them. IfT hadn't got 
this job as a manager, 1 





bb viiren | get the sack from 
Crystal Palace, I'll quit 


football. j y 


wouldn't have got a job in 
football. ThenI would have 
found out what I would 
have done with my life an 
awful lot sooner." 

His contract is coming up 
for renewal, so Steve 
Coppell's future is 
uncertain. But he's pretty 
sure of one thing: this will 
be his first and last job as a 
manager. ‘When I get the 
sackfrom here,’ he says, ‘I'l 
probably quit football. 1 
haven't a clue what I'll do, 
butI'dmakea living, know 
that,” 


Everyone has their pet 
solution for bringing soccer 
out of the doldrums, from 
cutting the size of the First 
Division to increasing the 
size of the goals, Steve 
Coppell offers no glib 
theories, but he has strong 
"A lot of the people who 
run football haven't got 
their finger on the pulse of, 
‘what the man on the 
terraces wants. And there 
are too many committees. 
We should takea leaf out of 
the Americans’ book and 
have one man in charge of 
the sport, a commissioner, 
asupremototakedecisions 
and responsibility.” 
Coppell is derisory of the 
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EVEN SUPERHEROES HAVE TO START 
SOMEWHERE. 

AND, GIVEN THE CHOICE, IT'S A FAIR 
BET THAT MOST WOULD JUMP ON A 
‘SCALED DOWN KAWASAKI SUPERBIKE. 

BY LAW, OF COURSE, ALL LEARNER 
LEGAL BIKES ARE LIMITED TO 12BHP. BUT 
DON'T LET THAT FOOL YOU INTO THINKING 
THAT THEY ARE ALL BASICALLY THE SAME. 

THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT THE 
WAY KAWASAKIS DELIVER POWER THAT 
MAKES THEM A LAW UNTO THEMSELVES. 

TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE AR125. 

ABIKE THAT IS, BY ALL STANDARDS, A 
FULL-BLOODED RACER. 

MODELLED ON THE WORLD BEATING 
GPZ900R, STYLED WITH AN UNCOM- 
PROMISING ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND 
EQUIPPED WITH A FULL FAIRING. 

ATRUE CROWD STOPPER. 

OR, ALTERNATIVELY, THERE'S THE 
KMX125 BELOW. 

|FYOU WANTA BIKE THAT PERFORMS: 
EQUALLY WELL ON OR OFF ROAD, THEN 
THE KMX125 IS SPOT ON. 

DESIGNED WITH ADVENTURE IN 
MIND AND BUILT WITH THE POWER TO. 
CONQUER MOUNTAINS, IT IS, WITHOUT 
DOUBT, THE MOST COMPLETE 125 TRAIL 
BIKE AROUND. 

‘THERE'LL BE NO STOPPING YOU. 

TO MAKE SURE YOU'RE FULLY EQUIP- 
PED FOR THE ROAD, ALL LEARNER LEGAL 
KAWASAKIS COME WITH FREE TRAINING 
UPTO BRONZE STANDARD AT YOUR LOCAL 
‘STAR RIDER’ CENTRE. 

THE AR125 OR THE KMX125? 

WHICHEVER BIKE YOU CHOOSE, THE 
JUDGE WOULD APPROVE. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND A FULL 
COLOUR BROCHURE SHOWING THE COM- 
PLETE 1987 KAWASAKI RANGE, SEND 
YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO: KAWASAKI 
MOTORS (UK) LTD. DEPARTMENT KEI, 
FREEPOST, SLOUGH SLI 6BR. 





WHO CAN CATCH A 
ee KAWASAKI? Gam, 





LEARNERDikescantieyot | You can't just strap a couple of L- spread of power through mirrors, a water-tempera- 
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Fast and noisy: the Kawasa 


KMX's 124cc motor is very 
different from the ARs 
sometimes it seems the 
bike-builders are trying to 
make life harder for them: 
selves 

‘Though bothare feather 
weights — the 235-pound 
AR isn't noticeably heavier 
than the 218-pound KMX ~ 
their seat heights are sig. 
nificantly different. The 
AR's seat is 31 inches off 
the ground, the KMX’s 34 
inches; both heights are 
reduced a little by the 
weight of a rider, but it's 
difficult for an average-size 
(say five-foot-eight) person 
to get both feet firmly on 
the ground from the KMX's 
seat 

‘That's a real problem for 
the wobbly novice; and, 
conversely, some riders 
find the high-set pedals of 
the AR make the riding pos- 
ition too cramped, 
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Both bikes handle well, 
though the more upright 
attitude of the KMX means 
itloses out on high-speed 
stability what it gains in 
manoeuvrability around 
town. The KMX is good for 
getting in and out of tight 
spaces and weaving round 
obstacles (cars?). And it 
is'go' as well as ‘show’ 

the bike's a competent off 
roader, with supple sus 
pension, generous ground 
clearance and low gearing. 
The KMX's road/trail tyres 
grip the open road surpris. 
ingly well, and even in the 








wet they make for rapid and 
safe progress; the discs 
stop the bike smartly and 
safely 

You get a panoramic 
view from aboard the KMX 
and it's only on a dual car- 
Nageway that therider, set 
high above the bike, holds 
back progress, like a sail. 
‘The mid-60sareacomforta- 
ble cruising speed on the 
KMX, 

But the AR can reach the 
mid-70s easily; it’s got low. 
sot bars and high-set foot: 
rests, so the rider can tuck 
right down, and high-speed 
work is more comfortable, 
‘The AR feels quicker in its 
ev rangethan the trail 
KMX, but it's peakier, too, 
and needs much more cog- 
stirring in its six-speed 
gearbox to extract 
maximumperformance, And 
the AR makes more noise 
than the burbling KMX. 














‘The AR handles wonder 
fully and makes larger 
bikes seem cumbersome 
and archaic. It stops well, 
steers crisply and calls for 
an extra 40-odd horse- 
power! Still, its 12 ponies 
ensure a top speed of 
around 80mph and both it 
and the KMX can manage 
over 60mpg (miles to the 
gallon). 

‘Yamaha's RXS100 is a 
practical machine forlearn- 
ing, and it'll save you 
money too. The Yam man 
ages over 70mpg but costs 
just £759 — isahellofasav- 
ing. Like most light- 
‘weights, it handles neatly 
(falling midway between 
the AR and KMX in both. 
manoeuvrability and stabil- 
ity), and its smaller 98cc 
motor (featuring YEIS — 
‘Yamaha Energy Induction 
System...) gets up to the 
Teamer limit of 12 horses, 

But, just as the AR has a 
little less low-down power 
than the KMX, so the 
Yamaha is a little further 
behind again, and a bit of 
legpower is often neces: 
sary to help the bike's 
takeoff even on the 
slightest inclines. 

‘Once it’s moving, 
though, the Yam offers 
enough performance for 
around town — so don't 
believe stories about 
leamer bikes not having 











Price 
Capacity 
Max power 
‘Max torque 
Gears 
Brakes 
Weight 





Fuel consumption 





Kawasaki KMX125 KawasakiAR125 Yamaha RXS100 


£1269 £1219, £759 | 
12dce 12306 SBce 
12bhp/9500rpm 12bhp/9500rpm 12bhp/8600rpm 
11,8Nm/6500rpm = 11.2Nm/7000rpm_~—_10.8Nm/B000rpm 

6 6 5 

dise/dise dise/drum. drum/drum 

218lb 2361b 207Ib 

34in 31in 31in 

‘7omph 80mph, 7amph 

about 58mpg about 64mpg about 74mpg 








enough power to get tham 


out of trouble, 


Still, the Yamaha could 
dowitha left-side mirrorto 
makea pair, anda discfront 
brake instead of the small 
drum would certainly help 
stopping, even on thislight 
(207-pound) machine 

‘Those are the leading 
learner bikes; there are 
similar rivals in each class 
from all the Big Four, and 
there's not much to choose 
between them. Out of this 
trio, the Yamahais the best 
value for money ~ but if 
practicality ware every 
thing, we'd all wear grey 
suits and England would 
look like Mao's China, 

Can you afford either of 
the Kawasakis — orcanyou 
afford not to have one? 









es last month 
‘we got mixed up 


en Yow're 16, you can get a provi 
‘moped (a bike of vith 
Sewn and up 10 6000, wish 
Sonal speed of 35mph). Once you're 17, with'a Re 
restricted” clasgs thant 
horsepower). You have tora 
getting the provisio: 

Also, a Honda bike 
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Allthese are the 
voyages of the starship 
Enterprise... . at least, as 
seen on TV. They're listed 
in the order they were 
shown on American TV in 
the first run. 

It doesn't match the 
order of the BBC's first run, 
mainly because several 


FIRST 
SEASON 


Man Trap 
Charlie X 
Where No Man Has 
Gone Before 
The Naked Time 
The Enemy Within 
Mudd's Women 
What Are Little Girls 
Made Of? 
Miri 
Dagger Of The Mind 
10 Corbomite Maneuver 
11 The Menagerie (Part 
One) 
12 The Menagerie (Part 
Two) 
13 Conscience Of The King 
14 Balance Of Terror 
15 Shore Leave 
16 The Galileo Seven 
17 The Squire Of Gothos 
18 Arena 
19 Tomorrow Is Yesterday 
20 Courtmartial 
21 The Return Of The 
Archons 
22 Space Seed 
23 A Taste OF 
Armageddon 
24 This Side Of Paradise 
25 The Devil In The Dark 
26 Errand Of Mercy 
27 The Alternative Factor 
28 The City On The Edge 
Of Forever 
29 Operation Annihilate 


: ‘ SECOND 
ae SEASON 


30 Amok Time 

31 Who Mourns For 
Adonis? 

32 The Changeling 

33 Mirror, Mirror 

84 The Apple 

35 The Doomsday 
Machine 

36 Catspaw 

371, Mudd 

38 Metamorphosis 


Te eos y 


























< 











Sera etree 





penne et ee 





THE EPISODES — 
COMPLETE 


CAPTAIN'S LOG: 











episodes were banned (for 
reasons which today seem 
very strange), 

And the first pilot 
episode Gene Roddenberry 
made with Jeff Hunter as 
the Enterprise's Captain 
wasn't transmitted — but it 
should be available on 
video shortly 


39 Journey To Babel 

40 Friday's Child 

41 The Deadly Years 

42 Obsession 

43 Wolf In The Fold 

44 The Trouble With 
Tribbles 

45 The Gamesters Of 

Triskelion 

46 A Piece Of The Action 

47 The Immunity 
Syndrome 

48 A Private Little War 

49 Return To Tomorrow 

50 Patterns Of For 

51 By Any Other Name 

52 The Omega Glory 

53 The Ultimate Computer 

54 Bread And Circuses 

56 Assignment Earth 


THIRD 
SEASON 


56 Spock's Brain 

57 The Enterprise 
Incident 

58 The Paradise Syndrome 

59 And The Children Shall 
Lead 

60 Is There In Truth No 
Beauty? 

61 Spectre Of The Gun 

62 Day Of The Dove 

83 For The World Is 
Hollow And I Have 
Touched The Sky 

64 The Tholian Web 

65 Plato's Stepchildren 

66 Wink Of An Eyo 

87 The Empath 

68 Elan Of Troyius 

69 Whom Gods Destro 

70 Let That Be Your Last 
Battlefield 

7) The Mark Of Gideon 

72 That Which Survives 

73 The Lights Of Zetar 

74 Requiem For 
‘Methuselah 

‘75 The Way To Eden 

76 The Cloud Minders 

77 The Savage Curtain 

78 All Our Yesterdays 

79 Turnabout Intruder 
















































OCTOBER 1964 The draw- 
eter egestas 
Parents ena 
Desilu's studios. Pato Guz- 
poe een ni 
ON uu hice 
reece rats 
Pome 
Borst tea) 
cpa eas 
Peeence sac) 
Peau n ey niece) 
Secrets 
round all the areas easily. 
ere esd 
with the practicalities and 
eee ine artes 
tea eee Cy 
erence ceria 
in, 


Prep SC eee 
ere ey 
Culver City studio on 
Perec eee tC eC) 
‘They're an antiquated 
Deeg tog 
eae ns 
Pra eo) 
Set reece ic 
Ree ee ccng 
ernest 
eens 
eee yet 
Rite ec sear iera 

‘While the technical prob- 
an Etaoin 
cose eres 
Senet ey erent te 
eee cc 
ose Rea 
Pree terre 
caer eres 
Sere tseens een 
Et 

Pap oereeroceyy 
Peer ecesuil 
Soar Yael ens 
Pore caseo ny 
poeta 
Ree em eerur s 

trae 
Peso 
lo eae 
econo) 
eee unre ers 
pte Cee eit) 
commences, Captain April 
will be renamed Winter, 
and then renamed Christ: 
eres sc 
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From the TV series 


NOVEMBER 1964 Leonard 
eeereetcr turns 
problem. It's not just the 
Reread 
aaa rag 
Coens en Conti 
Corn ones 
niger teres ces 
Seca 


Pete eee 
Peaster 
‘episode of Star Trek. The 
preecriseitetce tery 
endless technical prob- 
eave re renin geen 
longer than planned. Origi- 
nally estimated at eight to 
Per reem ents tar 
Fr 

Creec rans 
Perch ae tere a 
vce ce 
Peyote 
ere OR) 


aot Bees 
is sent to NBC for viewing, 
ciao caa sy 
Emenee 
Perse nae ye 
poe Seen) 
reservations, Star Trek- 
Reem 
Pere cee rate) 
Pee eee rea y 
Toro Rn ge 
too literate for a TV audi- 
ee or aera ts 
peered 
BCR erent eet) 
perce 
‘And there's Spock. He's 
Deen ena 
Pence oeucl 
er arcn schon 
Een eee ictal 
fers eee cee 
But Star Trek won't go 
Penmaes erect 
Peet ea ark cea 
eer tierce 
Penance eval 
erga etry 
pore a ny 
Ret een ten 





Pea Ces 
Peer c ee ears 
Brrr eet ries 
Prey ea recacra cis 
pened in TV history. Only 
elute ene Ccietcd 
Pitre een 
sets will have to be 

Pest Cone tes 


Pen S Ta 
starts on the three new 
stories. Roddenberry is furi- 
Pred 
Bee Remar 
Brecon 
eet gi) 
Permubaietrer mee sty 
pres ut oe 
Cerna ar ts 
Coeur 
Pertee eatery 
Serevent 
Seer rics 
eee ae 
Penge nae 
have 34-year-old William 
preg cts 
eat ees 
Cerone nrc 
Perera ets Ghee 
Recent gecrnit) 
eee ts 
pV eee try 
Perera 
Pcie can) 
Pecans peat) 
Rrra oben trd 
play Mr Scott. George Takei 
eee ner ects 
etre eect 
he will become the 
retro eteeoe tary 
Seen eee 
ote 





RET rtd 
reer eater) 
eA VOr ea eet) 
Rieeaaienbeceter 
mesa cr 
Pec ree cg eget ay 
eee ee net) 
eer coreg 
eee ees 


Run ete ae 
ee on Cer) 





SFOs eee ee 
epreanree trees 
ee teesen nrc’ 
Parenter 
een 
peer emer Waa 
rater means 

Linares en 
and then postproduction 
reenact 
Peoscrcen rity) 
Pete islet seer Crs cd 
up. He ships the print to 
fee Cree san Cd 
See este rity 
Reet rae 
Peer a stearic) 
ESRC 

Piekne oey 
Peeeerca es 
rene aon 
Bors 


WN Sat aegis 
it! Full-scale production is 
Peseta 
Poste s ast aty 
Pesce e nL 
fer eee) 
eee eer 
$180,000 a programme. A 
Pee ne renee) 
Perera erate} 
pees gees 
Cees sk) 





bye eR SU LL] 
Freer a eseetecec) 
job; planning a series of 30 
Peeters terra 
Bierce Grete tng 
eet mn ert) 
much overlapping. 

peeec races 
reece earns 
oibroatirar te eer stas 
Crue uch cere ce 
day for another six days on 
renee oreeceans 
Pecew werent 
Nera oleae iin? 
cece ent] 
eee ones 

Poets 
Crer Ceres ne ar) 
aac 
Ptretengeene) 
Poe ee mey 
effect in others. An audi- 
Cea cae 
Secrecy 
Peart erated 
Pete ence Uris 
up in an exciting story. 








Caren 
eee iee tes Ten 
Bontrcteecs eevee 
po 
Sokebgenntescg 
Penner acres 
ect ome) 
Peers arg 
emma anes 
Reger eu 
Peco teamrue oan at 
Pree tes SCCd 
Protec aen) 
utensils, games played on 
Pence es end 
Pee elena 
eee rte toa 
Pree eres 
eer e ees 
Perici menace 
Eseacue 
eects 
Pee eens 
Afterhis crusty portrayalof 
rier ste vate 
episode of Police Story, De 
Forrest Kelly ishired to play 
creer ny 
medical officer, Dr Leonard 
Sore seg 
poet pied 
Peete ced 
eG acrerrmcner ts 
Preraec eatery 
eee SOC ea era 
Fsieere terete tts 
cations Officer Uhura. But 
Domaine orcs 
Rocce eae 
ees een eect 
assistant, Christine 
emery 
Menten) 
Crean eens 
third series). 
beer acne 
Era ro td 
sesso at 


pea SCE) 
Segarra 
fore ch rete iaeg eet) 
Peete enone acer 
Per Reta 
Pentereee cnt 
eerie cw ay 
Peete a tera 
Perens 
bergen scr 
pare cued 
eee cee eens 
Pinner eg ease 
Roce ar) 
prs seer) 
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_ Trouble in the sickbay: Star Trek: The Motion Picture 














BELIEVABILITY 


GENE RODDENBERRY'S. 
almost obsessive 
insistence on what he 
called 'believability’ in Star 
Trek scripts was 
legendary. In early drafts, 
the Enterprise andits crew 
were armed with lasers, 
but the last thing 
Roddenberry wanted was 
the series being overtaken 
by progress ~ which might 
show up weaknessesin the 
Star Trek world, 

And by the mid-Sixties 
lasers were becoming a 
reality, So the weapons of 
the Enterprise crew were 
renamed ‘phasers’ 
phasing being the principle 
by which power can be 
increased. Star Trek was 
guaranteed a head 

Tn most science-fiction B: 
films of the time 

le interest was a 
de along for the 















































ride. Roddenberry was 
concerned that the 





should have a sensi 
function to undertake 
when they were ona 
face, The 

answer was the tri-corder, 
aneat, logical device which 
not only kept her 
realistically busy but also 
helped the action, And, as 
Roddenberry was well 
aware, ithad vast 
merchandising potential ~ 
Christmas toys for boys 
and gitls. 

‘And actors caught the 
believability syndrome, 


























even giving guidance to 
transient talent like 
directors, Once on a Star 
Trek set George Takei, 
standing at his helms: 
position, was told topusha 
particular button which 
appearedin the shot. When 




















wanted thai 
and was comple 
flummoxed when Ge 
still refused, be 

pressing thar button w 
destruct, 

Mr Scat, too, gave somé 
directors a'hard time. The 
camera was set up for a 
scene in the transporter 
room — but it all had to be 
reset when actor Jamo; 
Doohan explained that the 
director had it wrong, ‘You 
push the transporter lever 
that way to beam down, 
and that way to beam up 

William Shatner and 
Leonard Nimoy enjoyed a 
spot of director-baiting, 

ing one man who'd 
heard of the famous 
erve-pinch. Shatner 
how it looked by 
ing on Nimoy 
who stood smulingly 
unharmed, 

‘Then Nimoy turned 
quietly on Shatner and 
showed how it should 
eally be done. Before the 
astounded director's eyes, 
Shatner fell on the ground, 
unconscious. A director 
should really know better 
never trust an actor no! 




































































be acting 








WU Cu ct od sre EEUU BuO ected 
than sitting passively in front of the 
WA Cnt peat CAC een ey 
Rio ewe Keel Adore pte ene ty 
Bueohoach rte an 















































ONE OF the strengths of 
Star Trek was its stories, 
Gene Roddenberry was 
concerned that his space 
opera should be believable, 
but he insisted that the 
plots should be 
enlightening and 
intelligent, hopeful about 
mankind and generally 
more philosophical than 
anything seen on TV 
before. 

But to get episodes past 
his paymasters, men who 
preferred action and the 
obvious before all else, 
Roddenberry hadto dress’ 
the scripts conservatively ~ 
without losing his ideas. 

Star Trek employed the 
talents of many fine 
writers, funneling them 
through the security gates 
ofD C Fontana as script 
consultant (forthe first two 
seasons) and Arthur Singer 
(for the third season). They 
and Roddenberry rewrote 
nearly all the submitted 
scripts. Indeed, D C 
Fontana wrote several 
stories herself, 

The rewrites were 
necessary ~ commissioned 
writers rarely accepted 
Roddenberry's complete 





vision of the series. For the 
sake of a dramatic 
situation, a writer would 
invent some device orsome 
military rank that 
contradicted earlier 
episodes, or didn’t fit in 
with Roddenberry’s 
conception. 

This dictatorial 
censorship often led to 
problems. The famous SF 











Mightier than the phaser 





evertheless, Stai 





The men who wrote the legend Trok attracted top SF 








authors and the cream of 
novelist Harlan Ellison fell | TV writers. Ellison's 
out very badly with contribution was The City 








Roddenberry overastory | On The Edge Of Foi 
Ellison wrote for Star Trek. | the wonderful episo 
(Incidentally, they almost | where McCoy goes in: 
fell out again over Star and flees back to Thirties 
Trek: The Motio Chicago, interfering with 
Picture which ne itself. Robert Bloch, 

















thought was a dreary mess. e SF writer hetter known 
anhe wrote his horror stories, wrote 
uncompromisingly inthe | three episodes: What Are 








film magazine Stari Little Girls Made O17, 


Catspaw and Wolf In The 








‘The planet is newly seeded with life and dangerously unstable... | Fold. 





Bones, Chekov, 
fn Star Trek i: The Search For Spock 


irk, Scotty and Sulu prepare to take on the Klingons | _ Another writer of bizarre 


SF who involved himself in 
Star Trek was Norman 
Spinrad, who came up with 
The Doomsday Machine, 
And the much-admired 
veteran writer Theodore 
Sturgeon wrote two 
stories; Shore Leaveand 
Amok Time. 

One scriptwriter also 
directed ~ John Meredyth 
Lucas, who came up with 
several stories, handled his 
own Elan Of Troyius. 

‘And then there was 
Marvin Chomsky. For Star 
Trek he wrote Day of The 
Dove and All Our 
Yesterdays —and went on 
to direct big TV potboilers 
in the Seventies, including 
Roots and Holocaust. 




















alia} 
TwENew 


ri aim og 


Titan go 
Trekking! 


Get into space ona 
postage stamp! 


h of their 
a series of novels 
lished on 27 
Deep. ein ~ and or 
May out comes Chain Of Attack by Gene DeWeese. 
ees the Enterprise on a routine 
e water-warld of Akkalla, But it 
thas Spock goes missing (is he 
) with Chekov. Deep below Akkal 
wvery will me 
‘erprise. 
;nterprise is hurled thr 











































When the Enterprise appears in their midst, the 
beings of the galaxy 








£2.95 from your bookseller — but 
Jers can get into space 

n sent some copies of 

omain AWAY to. 


Trekkies who ¢ 





1) What name, other than Kirk, Springs to mind. ..? 


2) Star Trek takes its title from 








Wormhole 
id your 





Vito 
Trek And Treat Competition, Lm, PO Box 10, Ludiow, 
Shropshire SY8 1DB, to arrive no later than 16 April. 

I the answers in Issue Four of LM, on sale 16 
nitup, 
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Politics, people, posing, pissedness — 
SIMPLY RED's Mick Hucknall can’t 
draw breath as the rants get in hi: 
pants. SUEDANDO can’t getawordin 
rete ENE 

Pictures by BEEZER. 





EOPLE keep say- | record and it was a good 
ing ‘Isn't Picture | start, but really it was just 
Book ahardactto | that: a start. Now we 
Fiesty cc tereet eens 
don’tthinkthatat | the qualities of that album, 

all, 1didn’tthinkitwas that | some of the qualities other 

















Perce at eo a eek) 
‘As usual, Mick Hucknall | hore them in mind for Men 
Peete at Pe 
Peer crac t Gemma 
Pe eRe ee ea Cee cto 
Dorcas espero as 
throwing his arms around, | Two, it’s Simply Red Part 
Peto ee Smee) 


face with its piercing blue | better; there's more of an 
eyes toward you, demand- | edge to it. The thing about 














ing your undivided atten- | Picture Book was that 
coy Roose ues 
Butwhy hebelievesSim- | ous success all over the. 
Peery Sor SES UCR 
debut albumis anything | ideals, all my beliefs that 
less than superb is beyond | people like tunes, they like 
eee tyes ee nen mane oee ey Sut ie 
eer rece Derren om ant 
Queen, and Madonna for | won't evar go away. 
Pee et ae TCR Eas 
in the Bntish album charts. | thing I wantto, be the 
Biers Persone eee eke 
ee hua Preterm yest 


tion that Simply Red's just- | tunesthenit wouldn’tmat~ 
omer na a Coe) ter 

Women hasaheliofalotto | There's no doubting 
ra) een 





Rone Pisa seo 
Dea eet a ee EC ay 
Peter ete em Ceca 








cues 
erin 
Cet eee 
Peewee 
oo Ce iy 
pier ane ay 
peserne tener 
one 

Brod eee ae rs 
Pierre eney 
rae oa 
Po nein orcs 
Pewee ren 
tence ona 
een 
Pree ecs 
STE teh ety 
enn aay 
Resa ee ren) 
ees 
Ponceau 
Peon 
erie eg 
Decency 
Pr Uae 
Rororets 
ROM rae eyes 
Dera a ee 
Rime tad eg 
procera 

pereneerea 
DOr nee cco 
Rue ar 
Peo cn ad 
PCO 
outer cnas 
Petunia 

Berson sn 
Pret 
don't take any shit off 
Pos aero 
presence 
Eee Rar aeCey 
pooner 
Core ge ey 
Pom Cees 
eta ec | 
the-limo bit, they're 
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ie ee 2 
left to right, Chris Joyce, 
Caen 


eg y FAL - 


relieved that Ido stillgeton | down and getit sorted out | know where tobegin.I'm nasty way. Tim, you're so__| piss. Isupposeit’s just adif- 











Premieres ar} Erect completely different from | incredibly selfish you soem | ferent sense of humour.’ 
‘Imean,whenwestarted | ‘Ithink we're quite a the rest of them, inthatI | oblivious to it. Which is ieee rc 
thegroupwedecidedwe'd | remarkable band,Idon't | wasn'tbornin Manchester: | something that doesn't Reker ener at] 
Pn ete rs ‘mean in the sense that we | people here mistake me for | bother the rest of us at all | back to Mick again. Aftera 
weren'tgoing tohaveany | think we're the greatest. | Southerner, even though | because it's so fucking out- | short discourse on Chris 
primadonnasin the band, | band inthe world orany- | I'm from Yorkshire. I'm Eerste Greece cas 
we weren’tgoing tohave | thing daft like that, but it's | probably neurotic, because | ‘Tim: ‘What do you pacer 
any bullshit, or people get-_ | remarkable that since Iworyaboutthings ~todo | mean? Like what?’ eer ec titer} 
Sonia m ‘we've been touring we get | with the band, and other- Mick: ‘Well, there are _| outofthe way, takesadeci- 
“But now certain things | on better than ever before, | wise —allthetime.Ihaveto | times when someone will | sion and sticks by it’), Mick 
we do get mistaken forus | There's a strength keep everything in check, | dosomething for someone | offers some very definite 
being stroppy, when really | between us,abond where | andorganise everything, | just out of common cour- | views on himself. 
it's just us getting aggres- | we all know what each keep everything very neat, | tesy, whereas it doesn't Bing 
sive, Because when youget | other'scharacters are like, | Yeah,I'mprobablyneuroti- | even occur to you to doit, | biggest problem. IfTdecide 
toacertainlevelofsuccess | and we all seem to accept’ | cally neat and worrying, it's just so completely creer ecu 
you'rehaving todeliverthe | and know very well the "Good characteristics?1 | beyond youtothink of it. | needtodoit right away.I'm 
qoods and have a positive | individual characters and | think I'm quite fair, Itry to. | And think everybody Sere eon] 
attitude, and that canbe | personalities within the —_| be diplomatic, I never would agree with that. We | myself up, too, [don't need 
Eve cre tote per Pirrcr erage same MTSE ee racy Preertone eens cat! 
‘Tknow whatIwant out | — Fascinating. Perhaps Ronan raestoa tery think it’s funny. It's ignor- | Most of the time T inflict it 
Cnr’ Peas clear ae Enya ee ero Pereroim tryna y 
people could probably find | drummerChrisJoycecould | Chris: ‘Idon'tthinkI've | Tim (extremely narked | frustrated soitkind of bub 








thata bit overbearing and | add something, given the | ever seen him buy around’ | now):'Soisthissomething | bles up and no-one’s really 























may be slightly envious of | chance? Prego ta Soo rn ker ca Beem Oe usd 
Pine sty Mick: Yeah, comeon | yes/I'm tight, too.” Poaceae ts 
arrogant, Butit'snot,it'sa | Tim,T'dloveto know what | Mick: 'Idon't thinkhe’s | thing should learn about 
renter tay Preece ae Preto nr aia Banister creteas retire 
BCCOnS ace men cn CEC CNS Cubans Pio eee Cae Keone ce ea ad 
eee Meany rie te ee Tee) 
rae enero Penne eS ecCeCR simply everyone 
Pcs Ones tries! ener er rs 
Poe ee ad Career ennai 
ee a ne ener 
Sarey a ee sat 
MICK HUCKNALL talks don't want you to worry 
and rants, talks and rants ona 
ore oes Boece 
Ea Lead Sree Mead 
mention, and the other Sim- Soa CL ee 
Pacem rosy Port eee area ley 
erence tau) roe cues 
tothemselves- like itor not. ramen tg 
Mier eer cl Pree gan es cers 
Pree Cres Derreseretarer net) 
Rica anes! Pier eCen eas 
Peete Chere) eer ear 
Beier mena ry ced 
Poe oer etre Bienen sch eg 
Peek es Peete 
Serer as ted Reece cert) 
Roker find it difficult to relate to, 
Sue mere nur ad Prieneugnnnts stay 
Rete eevee gree 
Premera etna Pome eee etry 
eee ccs) pega arenas a 
Sco ee Pete eens ceed 
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eos ea 
Poacher 
herr 
Pepe aac) 
Nenecer ert 
Sener tnt) 
cman iene 
Ee eae ot 
Peas 
eorer ttc rtss 
mented sb ed 
cera gent 
Ctra tert 
ree cunt erg 
want to do. People in the 
Ecce rec vt er) 
Ponce p a 
Riemann ier ecto 
erases 
Pee ie ia 


| HE'D MAKE a marvellous 
Paar metre Reni} 
Oren tg 
Prceena ene irene 
pote beet err 
Pemegame nec) 
peers ete 
cr 
'We're not living ina 
Crue eset 
prerigenter eC 
Peer err 
Pops enter aa 
eros ctorr ts 
Promote rncier as 
in again, but I predict that 
Cieeicketes 
going to suffer some kind of 
Borer eeronac ie 
Bseetre sitet 
‘The divide between 
Romer ester} 
Peter racr pce 
ACen 
Ea set it 
Poorer aac ieg 
Pecans 
Preece anni 
aerate) 
Peete gts 
ence een ac) 
Perens ee Cog 
Pome erence 
Penge eke 
Cork 





Cameo 
Prey ers ca 
own, they don't look after 
the Labour areas, they 
Ena eee eon 

eee nerd 
Rarer ete ant 
cuter ae era 
Pree Ce te c oe ad 
pepe err ary 
Beemer acy 
Premeratero te) 
Pe her 
ocean) 
Sa eee ee 
Peg ees 
corp ere 

ore SU rt 
Pree teas ose 
Prue neg eco eretes 
Caer eked 
Mee Cnet argt) 
Cet ore 
ever lived in. 











eee eae 
cea e ere recs 
Pearce ere 
Toren ace a| 
Die artracrtem kd 
Croan tet eect 
riots in Europe. Not like 
Ries scat cis 
error gsc 
Piece ree 
Breast 
scenes in Paris weren't in 
ee eet eee 
eae Ce en terete 
tainly aren't as consistent, 

Puirosceernsteacy 
Peer eee erry 
Peete 
eee Caray 
eR cece emt 
eee ees 
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Pee eee 
Poe Cr ciacity 
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Pie mney 
Cro eerie wad 
peice 
Coser emer aed 
eens 





Poker eee et 
es ica ce 
Coe ine enarereet} 
Soest a nmchnt sc) 
Beran 
taro cey 
eee enV Meu UOn 
Pienaar 
Era eee arn tr 
Seared 
Brad 
Beret) 
rca eran ig 
Prenat a 
Cine resm MST CL 
duet I'd like to do one with 
Pee Demers aes 
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Pree 
about the same level of 
oan ame iene ae 
Sie eaetn ee ners 
Poo uoa Ns 
am. .. butIdon'tknow. Iff 
ore or mena y 
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ere a etd 
EL ee ee es rT 
oe 
Ricker ne ting 
COC eae 
Seek etd 
nee nr] 
reese sean 
eerie y et) 
ere ieeetr 
Berets 
onstage? Oh, God, no, 
ee eee ary 
show. God, I'd never do 
Baer Meare sa eg 
ean g tery 
Pio Cts test 
erin | 
Pere aaah as 
ees 
Boeiretor non) 
Pose ee 
Cee koncert 
Pema ree 
coe obey 
Pram ee organ 
Peete Leo itcy 
Pere rs eurraity 
nextoneup. Butit'salways 
Braet 
peer 
Proc cunuri mane 
Pee arte ach 
Ore ease tatis 
Ponaesee eee ty 
Bere arms er ene) 
Seven eer Seti 
ere Cerrar 
Reece 
pee meny 
Cees ne eed 
Peseta recent 
ea oar 
iene r irs aad 
oR S aa 
ocr e eer ne ny, 
eee mn eee ny 
Percents 
posse cetera tcs 
Berra arrcey 
Fear Coy 
Perera ig 
Excror mera) 
eee een Tr 
Pee econ ire 
Soa ee 
Gueeceay 
San 
ier nab 
Dome es iemran) 
tunes, like "Thank God 
Peer eigen} 
Perms Per ents 
ieee geen i 
rrr ett tn) 
Poe ee cere 
Mercuri eeC rete) 
Pog ees Cee ac! 
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or eet read 
Tenens ety 
Reread 
poe rey eee 
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vings 
| from the 


Rubber 
Room 


LAUGHING thoughts, never eating, never 


sleeping, never playing the plano, 
MATTER ‘When the Bama requires suste- 
nance it fits about from person 
EVERYONE knows there js only | to person, stealing a small quan 
‘one Pata in the whole world, but | tity of energy from each unsus- 
itisonly nthe Rubber Roomthat | pecting host or hostess, before 
the Bat can be seen, It is an | slowly moving on in tsnever-end: 
‘ancient parasitic creature, a bit | ing journey round the world This, 
ike Joan Collins, only invisible, | is why two people can never yawn 
fourand-athalf inches Jong and | simultaneously, but each must 
with three pairs of scaly wings. | wait his turn. It is also why yawn: 
‘The awn lives between the | ing and buttock-discomtort often 
buttocks and thinks very small | dance hand in hand. 


hybrid wil grow with us 
LIFE MODULE | trio's sspling. tt our Rema 

young unk’ branch and 
AT LAST! Astor years of | Interweave. into” bedatts, 
patient. research into | complete with fresh ground 
Fosocconomnice, genetic | coffee and boxwood 








engineering and compost,1 | guitars. 
have solved all the world’s | By the time we are 
greatest problems at a | mature, itsstrong branches 
stroke! will have formed a great 


No more housing shor | arbour of thick greenery, 
tages, no more stinking | with integral garage and 
cities, no more starvation; | sunken bidet, as our bodily 
people and nature living | wastes and copies of The 
together in harmony and | Sun are channelled to the 
peace. roots. There will be no need 
It's all inthis little packet | for criminal estate agents, 
of seeds that I hold in my | cowboy plumbers or Mafia- 
hand, which willbe send- | riddled town councils, 
ing to the heads of all gov- | because all our accommo- 
ernments just as soon as | dation willbe perfect, equal 
they allowmesomestamps | and free. 
and airmail envelopes in | _When we grow into our 
the Rubber Room. I have | middle years, self-pruning 
successfully eross-bred an | will commence; small birds 
oak tree, an insect-eating | and bushy-tailed squirrels 
Venus flytrap, a box of | will peck our berries and 
SwanVestasandabanana. | handle our nuts till we 
This is how my seeds | decline gracefully into 
willtransform humanity: | senility, and our old tree 
When a baby is con- | will cradle us once again, 
ceived, one seed will be | turing into a coffin. 
planted ina biodegradable | Andatthemoment we go 
grow bag. By the time the | to our eternal rest, the tree 
child is born, the seed will | will spontaneously ignite, 
have sprouted and grown | and automatic cremation 
intoagentlyrockingcradle, | will refertilise the land. 
warm and nourishing, | Ashes to ashes, 
weatherproof and free from | dust, here to eternity. 
greenfly. My wonderful | Amen. 









































LAWMAN MESSIAH 


James Anderton 
jief Constable 

Letsbe Avenue 

Greater Manchester 


Doar Mr Anderton 


Sam weiting to pledge my loyal support for your 

Holy Crusade against the nancy boys, tiberals 
ond ‘ily seum who ave trying to crinkle the 
moral file of our Gooat Country, and F know 
Chat when you declave that the Lowd Sed is spoak= 
ing through | your mouth you de not te, 


SF myself am frequently spoke te by the Lord 
God, and I know it it Hesn. becouse He has & i 
board just like yours, In fact, only lat Tuesday, 
ofter tea and compubony prayers, YW visited me 
tere in the Rubber Room, and revealed to me the 
identity of the Cuil Fonds whe ave behind the 
filthy consprracy which threatens us all... Kismny 
sacred ditty Co send thes information lo you, justin 
cctse He hasnt got round to it yet. 


Please arrange fer afew constables to aceidentally 


shoot ull members of the w-called BBE . Nerd 
eon Dance Crehestra, for verity tis they who ave 
subverting and corrupting innocent Prritish chil 
dren. They poread thee evil messages by Matant | 
tnuiulions lo perform annataval acts, which ave | 
broadcast on the wireless and transmitted via the 


acrioaves lo domestic loloviston pevetuers 


They play horrible modern music such as the 
Fastrot and Ragtime, which Sunderstand drives 
young fcfle tule a frensy of desire, often with 
(oagie consequences, 

I distinctly heard the deammer sending oat the 
diane tnstenction ‘bum -dildle bam-diddle bam 
tum bum-diddle'> the deuble-bassplayer kept 
repeating a thinly disguised ‘dong dong dong 
chong’ and Isa large numbers of men inserting 
horns into their mouths tm can Morty disgusting 

























They did not even bother to concer the nature of! 
het besticlity tn the title of the programme which 
cents called, if you willpardon my language, Come 
Dancing. 


Hanging 15 boo good fer them, © Mouthpicoe Cf | 
The Lord. Get your lads to cut off these perverts” 
gooties before Chay take them oul le be shot. 


PL Dont moray if. you get the sock fon being a 
raning loony. You can alurays go back to playing 


hal nice teacher in Se, 











¥ took tea 


had in an act he called Gil- 
lian Pie Face. It was pretty 
awful. He wore a blonde 
wig and kaftan with plim- 
solls to play the insensitive 
agony aunt, 

But precious little of that 
repertoire is used in his act 
now. Thenameof The Joan 
Collins Fan Club was a 
bath-time inspiration, and 
seemed to fit in with his 
desire to perform wearing 
lots of make-up, and corner 
the glamorous aspects of 

jbaret-which no-one else 
was doing, 

‘Joan Collins was just a 
hookon which to hangit all, 
really,’ says Julian. 'The act 
doesn't have that much to 
dowith her, Theidea ofher 
having a fan club I thought 
was quite funny, but I've 

tually become quite a fan 
of hers over the years any 
way 

I've studied her more 
thanI would normally have 
done. Ithink the whole 








et 


Juli 
ia 


aw 








Joan Collins industry is 
quite fascinating. She really 
isn't anattractive woman— 
it's a media hype telling us 
that thisis what glamorous 
women should look like 
don't believe 
she believes it either. It's 
only make-up and soft 
lighting. The woman's an 
old bat really, but I'm sure 
shedoesn'tcare. Ithink act 
ually she's quiteanice per- 



















Coo nun) 
aT 


son, She's probably got a 
nice soul. 

The background of this 
enigmaticcabaret queenis, 
well, not what you'd 
expect, Julian was edu- 
cated by Benedictine 
monks—buthe longed todo 
something dramatic and 
shocking, to grow away 
from his police-officer 
fatherand his Roman Cath- 
olic school. 

After taking a degree in 
drama at Goldsmiths '.Col- 
lege in London, Julian fol 
lowed his outsider spirit 
and strove for something 
more provocative than the 
traditional stand-up com: 
edy routine. 

Tthink my background 








OS 


made me more voyeuristic | script, for which a luckless 
than I otherwise would (usually the loudest) male 
have been,’ he says. Book- | member of the audience is 
ings were hard to get at hoisted onstage to assume 
first, but theact grewmore | the role of Blake Car 
notorious and demand for | rington. The script — 
The Joan Collins Fan Club | reworked to contain more 
snowballed innuendos and double 
‘And three years ago entendres than a Carry 
Julian incorporated Fanny | On film—gives Julian his 
The Wonderdog into the | opportunity to play Alexis, 
act. Fanny, a six-year-old Julian considers himself 
mongrel from Battersea anatural, if good-natured, 
Dogs’ Home, began her bitch beneath all the foun- 
stage career accidentally. | dation: ‘Probably being the 


Tdidn't want a dog that | son ofa policeman and 
wasshutupathomeallthe | going to the sort of school I 


time, so she was coming | did gave me an over- 
round to gigs anyway and | developed ability to cut 
staying in the dressing people down rather than 
room while I worked. resorting to hitting them, 
‘One night I did a gig which I wouldn't be very 
where there wasn'ta dres- | good at anyway, 
sing room so I thought I'd But inevitably some 
take her out and she could | people's prejudices 
sit in the corner with a threaten the health and 
stool, which is basically safety of The Joan Collins 
what she does now, only | Fan Club. Recently, at the 
now she's onstage with Limelight in London, Julian 
me, was attacked onstage by 
“Ididn’t realise dogs someone who took excep: 
could be funny. I didn’t tion to his denial of male 
really thinktheycouldhave | sanctity. 
comic timing, but she does. Still, Julian came to no 
Fanny's role is simple: she | real harm (bouncers threw 
sitsonherstooland per- | the assailant out), and he's 
forms uncomplicated Tearned to treat such 
impressions like Tower _| instances philosophically. 
Bridge, and Fergie (with T'm setting myself up for 


bine dog doesn’t mind a bit 


of degradation. J y 





the help of a small red wig) | that sort of reaction, really. 
—rounded off with choco- | There are people around 
late-drop catching. who can't stand any sort of 
Chocolate-drop catching | effeminacy. People who 
may not sound very think men should be men 


funny... butit ain't what | and women should be 
you do, it's the way youdo | women and never the 


it. '‘Shedoesn'tmindabitof | twain should meet. Soto 
someone flaunting it 

again,’ says Julian brazenly can get them very 
xd. [think it's good that 

of theme music from Gone | they get it out of their sys 


degradation now and se 





From the opening burst 





With The Wind that marks | tem. 


his entrance, Clary’s aim is | Later this year, Julian 
to insult the audience. And | may shed the Joan Collins 
they love it. He reels outa | tagandbecome simply The 
listoftartremarks that veer | JCFan Club, Anditalready 
from hilarious observation | looks like being Julian's 

tostartlingcattiness:time- | busiest year yet—he's gota 


honoured put-downs like | recent appearance on 
Whatalovely jacket you've | Channel 4's Saturday 


got-and whata pity they | Live under his studded 


=MAN AND HIS DOG 





didn't have your size, and | belt, and a tour of the UK 
Men like Gary over there _| and special shows at this 
don't grow on trees. They | year's Edinburgh Festival 
usually swing from them. | to come. 
The only open reference | The real JC fan club is 

toJoan Collins in Julian's | growing all the time. And 
act comes during the read- | you can get a damn good 
ing ofa vintage Dynasty | cup of tea there. 

April 1987 LIME O 49 





| DON'T) INJECT 





LK somebody who knows a bit equipment with someone who carries the AIDS 
about drugs. Somebody who's smoked, —_virus is the easiest way to get infected. 


swallowed and snorted most things. Now does this somebody sound a little like 
But so far, they've never used a needle. you? If it does, don’t inject. And never share. 

If they do, though, the first needle they use will For more information and advice, please 

probably be somebody else's phone 01-981 7140 or 0345 581858. (If dialling 


At that moment, they'll be in serious danger from outside London, use the 0345 number and 
of catching AIDS. Because sharing a needle or you will be charged at local rates.) 


D/O;NjT) jA;t)Dy jAyljO)S 


































amie 
Woodhouse 
Shypidla.. 
| aun suction years ol ante copped. Ayplbe gett 
the Goverments AIDS gpl | Hawke J mast Mote % 7 
already because a= nothing in 16 wns nites. It hal all beeen 
a the papers before. 
Please cadil yor oukline. Cie bighest dle 5 
Auch batt 1b safe? In pect you conde make a. pull atte 
@ Xt of the tik. abe AIDS, | have bad seek 
qipriendls but am only nay getting concimed oboe the 
sped of socully trinsmittech docnses, egoedally ADS. 
Lets jace ih, we all enjoy ve bok atnee ure. Hien neech 
to Kwa) Aha wales. Suc “ar artnle car only be 
to thes yuteg generation iv bubping them Malie Ha. 
wales muotivect w tx no. 
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tand, Some people mia 


TELEVISION 








IF YOU think you may have caught the AIDS virus, youcan 
decide to havea test, But think carefully first, and be aware 
of the implications. 

‘The test isa simple blood test. It shows ifantibodies to 
HIV, the cause of AIDS, are in your body. A negative result 
usually means you have not caught the AIDS virus. 

But there's a catch — it can take three months after the 
virus enters the body, occasionally longer, for antibodies to 
be produced. So you could test negative but really be HIV 
antibody positive if you had contracted the virus very 
recently, 

If the test is positive, that means you're infectious. It 
doesn't mean AIDS will necessarily develop. 


Health apart, being diagnosed as HIV antibody positive 
can cause serious problems at home and work. People 
often react badly out of ignorance or prejudice. 

If you think you ought to have a test, talk it over first ~ 
you could ask your doctor, or one of the AIDS-help 
Groups listed in this section of LM 

To get an HIV antibody test, go to your nearest STD 
(Sexually Transmitted Disease) Clinic. It'llbe in the phone 
book under ‘venereal disease’ or ‘sexually transmitted dis- 
ease’; you can also find out where it is by ringing the local 
hospital 

‘The clinic's help is free and confidential, but you may 
have to make an appointment. 











Sex—what’s safe 
HIGH RISK OF AIDS 


Fucking (straight or gay) without using a con- 
dom (rubber johnny/sheath). Also, don't do it if 
the woman is having a period. 

@ Any sex act which draws blood. 

1 Using enemas or douches (flushing out the bum 
or vagina). 

® Contact with urine (piss) or excrement (shit). 

lf Using sex toys (including dildos and vibrators) 
with another person, 

@ Rimming (licking your partner's bum). 


8 MEDIUM RISK OF AIDS 


J) | # Someone coming in your mouth. 
| & Putting a finger up your partner's bum or vag- 





ina, 
Fucking with a rubber. Remember, condoms 
are NOT foolproof. The man might release 
sperm before he puts the condom on, and con- 
doms can burst while you're using them (that 
rare, though). See the advice onusingacondom 
in this section of Lm. 





1 Wanking (masturbation) together. 

@§ Touching, body-kissing and nipple-nibbling. 

lf Goingdown on someone, aslongas they DON'T 
come in your mouth. 


| Massaging your partner away from their pri- 
vate parts. 

@ Wanking on your own. 

1 Using toys (including dildos and vibrators) by 
yourself, as long as no-one else uses them. 





Remember — more sex 
partners means more risk 





























1 Never use a condom more than once, 

2. Use a spermicide which is water-based, not oil 
based, Oil-based spermicides may weaken the 
condom. 

3. Open the foil packet carefully so there's no 
danger of tearing the condom inside 

4 As soon as your penis is hard and erect, the con 
dom should be unrolled onto it. This should be 
done before the penis touches your partner's 
body, as sperm is often released before ejacula 
tion (in leaks). 

5 Though condomsare strong, they canbe tom hy 
sharp fingernails or rings —so take great care, 

6 Aftersex, your penis should be slowly withdrawn, 
before it becomes soft (otherwise sperm can seep 
out into the vagina), While the penis is being 
withdrawn the condom should be held firmly in 
position at the base of the penis. 

7 Wrap the used condom in tissue and dispose of 
hygienically (flush it down theloo, or putitin the 
dustbin) 





‘YOU can buy condoms at any chemists, andin some public 
places like pubs, discos and railway stations (usually from 
machine in the men’s loo), You can alsoget them free from 
your local NHS family planning clinic, which slisted in the 
phone book under ‘family planning clinics 

When you buy condoms, check on the packet for the 
‘Kitemark’ (shown opposite). This shows that the British 
Standards Institution has approved that brand of condom 
= they'll work 

You have to make that check, because some manufactur- 
ers have been flooding the market with poor-quality con- 
doms. These ‘condom cowboys' are cashing inonthe AIDS 
scare and the high demand for condoms. 


‘on the packet means condoms are reliable 

























CAN I GET IT FROM...? 





yday afe 


yday things a 








@ NO! The AIDS virus is NOT present in spit in large 
enough amounts to be infectious, You'd have to swal- 
low litres to run any real risk, So pecking and snogging 
are safe, and it’s also safe to give the kiss of life. 


HAKING HANDS? 











NO! The virus CAN'T be passed on by shaking hands 
with someone who is infected, through coughs or 
sneezes, through food or drink, of toilet seats, through 





sharing cutlery, glasses or crockery, or in a swimming 
ool 











NO! I's completely SAFE to goto the dentist—the basic 
hygiene of British surgeries is enough to kill off the 
virus (but if you're HIV antibody positive, tell your 
dentist), 





1 NO- ASLONG ASit’s ata reputable place where they 
sterilise the equipment. If you must do it by the ‘block 
of ice and needle’ method, make sure you don't share 
the needle with anyone else, 











GIVIN 
@ NO! There's absolutely NO RISK in giving or receiving 
ry) blood. Fresh needles are used for each donor. And since 





last yearall blood used by the Blood Transfusion Service 
has been screened for the HIV virus before it's used. 








Haemophiliacs — people with a blood disease which 
means they often need transfusions — used to be at 
risk from AIDS, but now that blood is screened they're 


as safe as anyone else who takes care 
SHARING A TOOTHBRUSH? 
™ YOU COULD It's NOT wise to share razor blades or 


toothbrushes, because of nicking the skin and bleeding 
of the gums 














1ew drug 
t drugs 
sn’t helping, as GILL BARNE: 
and ELAINE WEDDLE explain. 
THE RACE isontofinda pounds to be made 
drug against AIDS. Forthe | But time seems short 
frstdrugcompanypast the when respected world 
post, the rewards will be experts ike the American 


high~millionsoflivestobe Dr William Heseltine 
saved and millions of announce that AIDS could 


PLAGUE iii 
PRESS 

PROBE 
SHOCK 


AIDS links two of Fleet Street's fav- 

ourite emotive topics: sex and death. 
It was the perfect subject for our sen- 
sation-seeking gutter press — but, as 

GILL BARNES and ELAINE WEDDLE 
discover, even the papers are respon- 
sible now. 






WHEN AIDS was wrongly | malicious News of the 


labelled a ‘gay disease’ in| World yarn concemed a 
1983, the unscrupulous gay Royal manservant 
hacks were rubbing their | who'd been in regular con 
hands together with glee | tact with Charles and Di's 
as they ‘unearthed’ more | two sons Prince William 
and more outrageous and Prince Harry. 
stories and headlines. ‘The manservant had 
GAY PLAGUE KILLS been secretly tested for 


MAN ATBEEB, screamed | AIDS, the paper said; the 
one Newsofthe World exc- | queer-bashing mood of the 
lusivein February 1985. But | piece was barely hidden by 
the story was afairly tame | a veil of hysterical concer 

oneaboutaBBCTV worker | forthe Royal family's 








who'd died of AIDS, safety, 
Fleet Street myth told of | EventhePrinceOfWales 

AIDS victims and their joined in the media circus 

friends becoming social by giving a pint of blue 


outcasts, One particularly | blood in thefull glare ofthe 


wipe out the human race, 

Aleading AIDS doctor at 
London's StStephen's Hos- 
pital, Dr Charles Farthing, 
explained to Lm 

“The chance of a cure is 
pretty well nil, because 
AIDSisa virus infection and 
we've not been tremend- 
ously successful in finding 
drugs to combat this type of 
infection. I think a vaccine 
Islikely to be years away. 

'What we're looking for is 
adrug that is nontoxic 
enough for patients to stay 
onit for the rest of their 
lives without severe side 
effects.” 

‘The biggest hope for 
AIDS sufferers at the 
momentis AZT, anew drug 
from The Wellcome Foun- 
dation Ltd, aleading British 
drug company, 

AZT hit the headlines in 
1985 when film star Rock 
Hudson, dying of AIDS, jet- 
ted across the Atlantic with 
hopes of getting the new 
drug. Sadly, it was too late 
for Hudson, but for others 
AZT may have arrived just 








in time. The Wellcome central Africa claim thata Health Organizationis wor- the Medical Research 
Foundation Ltd hopesto _—_newvvaaccine,nowundergo- ried by the cloak-and-dag- Council has been making 
have alicence tosellthe _ing tests, may keep ger approach of drug com- these recommendations for 
drug to hospitals by May _— infected AIDSpatientsfrom panies anxious tofind the two years but hasn't had 
th: year. developing full-blown, cure first. They'llonlyfinda the money to do anything 
‘They stress that AZTis AIDS. Andmorenewhope _safeandeffective vaccine if about it. 
NOT acure, but will pro- _comesfromthe USA, where all the drug companies and And experts at a recent 
longlifeforpatients who've specialists think they've _scientistsputtheircardson World Health Organization 
had severe attacks of discoveredaway to stop _the table — but that's meeting warned that no- 
pneumonia ~ one of the the HIV virus locking onto —_ unheard of in the drugs, one has ever developed a 
major causes ofdeathin _host cells in blood. business, vaccine for viruses that 
AIDS victims, ‘At Glasgow University, ‘The winner inthe AIDS _ suppress immunity in 
‘The new drug will be Professor Bill and DrRuth vaccine race will reap humans. Latest medical 
marketed under the trade Jarrett (father anddaugh- enormous profits, and reports say the HIV virus is 
name of Retrovir and will _ter)aredevelopingan AIDS though testingdrugs isa _ constantly changing - and 
sell for £125 abottle—but vaccine based on white slow and complex busi- these changes could make 
one bottle of 100 tablets is blood cells, ness, the multimillion the virus tougher and less 
only 10days'supplyforone Ruth Jarrett cautiously pound rewards (andthe —_easy to get rid of, 
patient, comments: 'Thetestshave glory) might tempt drug As Farthing points out: 
‘AZTcanbeusedtotreat still not proved tobe con- _ companiesandsscientiststo ‘Even if'a vaccine that 
the diseases which follow _clusivebutwearereasona- take short cuts. worksis found tomorrow, it 
in the wake of the AIDS blyoptimistic.'AndtheJar-  Butabad vaccine could _ wouldhavetobe tested for 
infection,’ says Farthing, _retts' workisleading world _set research back years, years before it would be 
“butit is no cure and does —_ research intoa vaccine. ‘Soin the UK the Medical _freelyavailable. That won't 
have some serious side ‘Idon't think we can Research Council is val- help the millions already 
effects, realistically hope toseea _iantly trying toco-ordinate _infected or those who 
‘Itwouldn'tbeanidealor cure for AIDS within the research. Specialist Charles becomeinfected during the 
model drug even ifit did next five years,’ she says, Farthing explains: "The waiting period,’ 
work 100 percent. It’stoo ‘butthereisachanceof Government's ten-million- At the moment, then, as 
toxic fornearly athirdof developing a vaccine pound expenditure on US Surgeon General Dr 
AIDS patients, and some _before then.' Tesearch was not before _Everett Koop says: ‘Infor- 
Patients on it have died.’ ‘All this may be good time, butit’s not enough. mation is the only vaccine 
But reports from Zaire in news — but the World ‘People don’t realise that___we have." 








world’s TV cameras. He 
was trying to calm, 
‘unfounded fears that blood 
donors could catch AIDS, 

‘Today went to town on 
AIDS with a special six- 
Page section. A banner 
headline announced 
SOUND OF DOOM AS THE 
AIDS WAR BEGINS, and 
‘continued with gems like 
ITCOULD HAPPEN HERE, 
‘THE PLAGUE THREATEN. 
ING EVERY FAMILY and 
ALL SOLDIERS TO FACE 
TESTS, Dramaticstuff—but 
doctors strongly criticised 
itas OTT, 

‘The hysteria continued 





AIDS MAN GOES ON, uals and drug addicts future AIDS colony) 
RUN IN WHITE PAPER Victims of these attacks | Saddened and bewil- 
SUIT, GAYS PUT MRS areexpectedtoretaliateby | dered, AIDS expert Profes- 
‘OPPS IN A SWEAT Spreading the virus tothe | sor Michael Adler of Lon- 
OVERAIDS, and TATT- | rest of the community don's Middlesex Hospital 
OOISTS DRAW THE through ‘revenge sex'with | commented: ‘AIDS has 
LINEATGAYS, Wapping's | bisexuals. been blown out of all prop- 
most-read comic claimed, The Sun didn't give any | ortion by the media. The 
Butthehysteriahada | facts to back their story up _| hysteria created by them 
sinisterside.Onthedaythe | ~itseemstohavebeensim- | has been irresponsible and 
Government launched its | ply a piece of irresponsible | often the information given 
anti-AIDS campaign, aSun | scaremongering, sureto | hasbeen frankly incorrect.’ 
news story read: Grim- stir up any closet fascists It even seemed fact was 
faced ministers emerged | among the paper's 11 mil- | mingling with fiction when 
from a Cabinet meeting lion readers, the producers of Channel 
fearfulthatthe killer plague | And several papers, 4's hit soap Brookside ann- 
AIDS will spark violence on | including The Sun, also ran | ounced they were plann- 
the streets of Britain. The | passionate editorials call- | ing to tackle the issue by 
prospect is of bloodshed as | ing for compulsory testing | having a character die of 
terrified citizens make 're- | and isolation of AIDS car- | AIDS. 
prisal'attacks on homosex- | iers and victims (Today ‘And the tabloids were 
helpfully suggested stillat it. AIDS PERIL OF 18 
thelsle OfWightasanideal | RENTBOYS, said The Daily 
‘Mirror, claiming that AIDS- 
=5 AIDS: The fecr grows infected rent-boys (boy 


TATTOOISTS DRAW | ssc, 

Fa onthe virus to male clients, 

walt LINE AT GAYS | 
soe The Guardian dismissed 






with The Star’shyped piece 
on AIDS inside Britain's 
prisons. JAIL AIDS TER- 
ROR SPREADS, said one 
story in February 1985, 
FURY AT AIDS MAN 
DUMPED ON JAIL, said 
another. 

Not surprisingly, the 
mass-circulation master-of- 
hype Sun cameup with the 
most creative coverage of 
AIDS, 
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AIDS IN 
BRITAIN — 
THE TOLL 


A recent Press Association survey assessed AIDS 
in Britain, There have been 686 full-blown cases of 
AIDS here, and 355 of those people have died. 
There are also 2,290 known carriers of the HIV 
antibody in Britain, and probably tens of 
thousands more. These carriers stand a ten-to- 
thirty per cent chance of developing AIDS, and can 
give someone else AIDS through sex, or by sharing 
aneedle for injecting drugs. 





WHERE THEY ARE 


Regional Health Authority 
ENGLAND 


London and the South-East (four Authorities) 
North Western (including Manchester) 
Northern (including Newcastle) 

Wessex (including Portsmouth and Swindon) 
West Midlands (including Birmingham) 
Mersey (including Liverpool) 

Trent (including Nottingham) 

South Western (including Bristol) 

Yorkshire (including Leeds and Bradford) 
Oxford 

East Anglia 








SCOTLAND 
WALES 
NORTHERN IRELAND 





‘These figures refer to the 
end of January 1987 


TotalAIDS AIDS 
cases deaths 











Don’t die 
of apathy 


Has AIDS had TOO MUCH publicity? 
Some people — particularly under-20s 
~are bored of the whole thing, and so 
they're ignoring health warnings. 
GARRY MARSH, a social-skills lec- 
turer from Newcastle-Under-Lyme, 
describes the apathy syndrome. 


AS a lecturer at a 16-plus 
collage, Ispendalot of time 
with teenagers. And in the 
past year our léssons ~"in- 
tegrated studies" and 'so- 
cial and life skills'—have 
come up against AIDS. 

‘Teachers have to give 
information, but many of 
my students moan and 
groan at the very mention 
of AIDS. 

‘What the fuck are we 
supposed to do about it?” 
‘one of them asked me 


recently. 'We didn't startit, 
‘you know!” 

“Itjust gives your parents 
something else to moan 
about,’ said another, ‘It 
used to be ‘don't get into 
trouble’, you know —pre~ 
gnant, Now it's ‘don't do 
anything to get AIDS", 1 
suppose they're scared of 
catching it from us." 

‘Teenagers are becoming 
bored with the AIDSTV ad, 
and many parents ignore 
the disease too — or at best 





wave leaflets in their kids 
bedrooms and pass off-the- 
‘cuff comments like ‘You'd 
better read that. It affects 
you, not us." 

‘Not even the visual 
Impact of the great throb- 
bing, phallic, pneumatic 
drill penetrating the virgin 
granite, with its deadly 
message, can stir a family 
into discussion. 

It's a golden opportunity 
toleave theroom.Gotothe 
toilet, Put the kettle on. 
Make a cup of tea. Very 
Bnitish, very traditional 

‘After all, tea-drinking is 
part of our heritage, some- 
thing to be proud of. AIDS 
isan unwanted import from 
the colonies, and maybe, 
just maybe, if we ignore it 
Will go away. 

‘The AIDS campaign has 
made some teenagers 
‘apathetic; others are 
scared. AIDSis disruptinga 
generation's sexual awa- 
ening. 

‘don't care about get- 
ting it,’ a male student told. 
me, ‘If you do you do, but 
the worst thing is no-one’s 
going to give me a chance 
toget it! All the girls have 
suddenly become as tight 
as a duck's arse; there's no 
crack about.’ 














| 


‘Everyone keeps telling 
sabout safe sex,’ confided 
‘another boy. 'I just want 
sex... safe or not, I've 
waited years toget my end 
away, and now no-one 
wants to know.’ 

‘What dogirls think about 
AIDS? Most girls asked 
Werereluctantto talk about 
4t('in case someone thinks 
you're a slag’), so for the 
moment I'm none the 
wiser. 

‘What I do know is that 
parents, teenagers and 
leachers need to talk 
frankly to each other forthe 
sakeofthe future. We must 
get used to straight talk, 
ising four-letter words to 
convey the reality of AIDS. 

No more cloaked, 
suggestive messages 
about sexcual practice: 
please. And the jokes 
(Arse Injected Death Sen- 
tence’) are getting stale. 
No-one laughs anymore, 
It’s too close for comfort 

Goforth and multiply the 
‘ith. Ifin doubt, ask. Make 
ssure you really know 
enough about AIDS, what 
itis, how to avoid it and 
how to reduce the risk of 
spreading it 

‘That way we all stand a 
chance. 





Saar 
ea hare 


Perhaps, | 
Minister 


Unlike the miners and the Argenti- 
nian army, AIDS won't give up to the 
Government. And the Government 
has been attacked for doing too little, 
too late; its TV ads against AIDS were 
ridiculed as melodramatic, and ga’ 
no practical help. 

But Minister For Health Tony New- 
ton defends himself in this interview 
with SUE DANDO. The Government's 
public-awareness campaign about 
AIDS will work, Newton says, and his 
DHSS is funding research toward an 
AIDS vaccine. 




















How do you answer criticisms that the recent Govern: 
ment advertising campaign, and the leaflet in particular, 
wasn''tdirect enough, thatit was too timid -that the Gov: 
emment was too frightened of offending too many people? 

You only need look at the adverts and the leaflet to see 
that that argument is nonsense. The leaflet has explicit 
reference to anal intercourse and to oral sex, going well 
beyond what you would normally expect to find in Govern 
ment leaflets, and I therefore just would not accept the 
criticism of it not being explicit enough, 

‘What a lot of people seem to mean when they say it's 
not explicit enough is that we don't use a lot of four-letter 
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44 We're encouraged by the 
anti-AIDS campaign. People 
are adopting safer sex, 


words. But there's no point, if there are ways of com- 
municating which will get your message across without 
causing offence. There's no point in causing offence just for 
the sake of it, in fact it would be counterproductive.” 

But would it get the message across to people, like teen- 
agers perhaps, who don't understand phrases like ‘anal 
intercourse’? 

‘Tee no reason to suppose that the words we're using 
aren't understood by people. Thay may not be the words 
that would be used in casual day-to-day conversation, 
there are probably very few people who wauld use the 
phrase ‘sexual intercourse’ to describe the activity 
involved. There are a whole variety of both four- and five- 
letter words that are used for the purpose, but I see no 
reason to doubt that people understand the words we've. 
used. 

As long agoas 1982, the Communicable Disease Surveil- 
Jance Centre was sending reports to the DHSS that there 
was going tobe an AIDS epidemic, Why didn't the Govern. 
ment act earlier? 

“A number of actions were taken, certainly from 1983 
onward, by the Blood Transfusion Service telling high-risk 
groups not to give blood, and by issuing advice to profes- 
sions about how to deal with AIDS, Then the publiceduca. 
ton campaign was a further phase after those early 
actions. 

What prompted the Government to adopt a ‘public 
awareness campaign’ in the first place? 

‘Simply the growing evidence of the spread of the dis- 
ease. And, since nobody could hold out hope of the 
immediate prospect of either a vaccine oracure, then pub- 
lic education was a crucial part of the fight to prevent the 
spread of the disease. 

Regarding Norman Fowler's recent fact-finding visit to 
the USA — what mistakes have been made there that we 
can learn from? 

Twouldn't want to get into the business of criticising the 
American government, but it remains the case even now — 
with an incidence and spread of AIDS there going far 
beyond anything in this country — that there has been no 
national public education campaign in the States at all 
comparable with what we're doing here, 

‘The American federal government has not mounted any 
campaign that remotely compares with what is being done 
here.” 

How successfill has the advertising campaign in Britain 
been? 

‘We're encouraged by the response, in terms of the 
number of people who have registered the campaigns, and 
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by the signs that people are taking some of the key mes- 
Sages on board. But when I say that we're encouraged, 
we're not in any sense complacent or thinking that we've 
done all that needs to be done. We now need to build on 
that. 

‘It's interesting to note that in the States there is evi- 
dence to show, for example, the drop in the incidence of 
what you might call the conventional VD — and there are 
beginning tobe signs here. This does imply that people are 
changing their sexual behaviourin away which is reducing, 
the spread of disease. 

“At the moment it is impractical to demonstrate statis- 
tics showing that this is having an effect on the spread of 
AIDS, but the presumption is that if the amount of gonor- 
rhoea and syphilis, for example, is diminishing, then it doos 
imply that people are adopting safer sex practices.” 

How much money is going to be put into medical 
research toward a vaccine? 

‘At the moment the Medical Research Cotincil (MRC) has 
got about 21 projects in hand at the cost of about two mil. 
hon pounds; they asked us for an extra million pounds 
shortly before Christmas, which we agreed to be made 
available for the 1987/88 financial year, 

“The Government is currently discussing with the MRC 
Proposals for a somewhat different organised programme 
of research which is more the result of initiatives by the 
MRC and the Government, rather than just waiting for 
people to come forward with projectsand asking for money 
to fund them. Those discussions are proceeding at the 
moment; and the amount of money that might be spent is 
in itself a part of those discussions, 

‘Also, a great deal of money is being spent by the phar- 
‘maceutical companies in a variety of ways. We currently 
have a product licence application (ie a request for Govern 
ment permission) from The Wellcome Foundation Ltd ask~ 
ing touse thedrug AZT, adrug which, while nota cure or 
4 vaccine, is thought to slow down the impact of AIDS on 
individuals, 

‘Those issues of what AZT actually does are currently 
being studied by the Committee On The Safety Of 
Medicines,” 

Would individuals have to pay for AZT themselves? 

“Idon't think the question would arise, as a drug pre- 
scribed by hospital doctors and supplied by the hospital 
service is not charged for anyway." 

According to recent press reports, the DHSS Chief Med- 
ical Officer has confirmed the possibility of introducing 
anonymous AIDS screening, Is this true? 

“The Chief Medical Officer simply said to the Social Ser- 
vices Select Committee that this was an idea put forward 
by the British Medical Association, and of course we would 
expect that a proposal put forward by the BMA would be 
considered. 

“However, it’s already clear that there are many doctors 
{and other people —who see very serious ethical and prac- 
tical problems in this, notleast that ifit was genuinely and 
totally anonymous we would be in the position of net being 
able to tell somebody, And that raises some very teal com 
cers, 

“The idea of the proposal is simply to form some better 
idea of the extent of the HIV infection in the population and 
tomake some judgement about how it is spreading, Those 
objectives have tobe weighed against the other consider. 
ations, including the ethical ones which many doctors feel 
quite strongly about.’ 

Can you not see this kind of anonymous AIDS screening 
being introduced, then? 

‘Iwould say no more than that I think there are signifi- 
cant difficulties that would need to he talked through, 
before any policy of that kind could be adopted.” 

Can the Government see any halt to the spread of AIDS 
in the near future, or is the disease going to continue to 
spread? 

“We think there is good scope for slowing the continued 
spread of HIV infection, and thatis the purpose of the pub- 
lic-education campaign. It's clearly too early to make great 
claims about whether or not itis having the effect we 
would like. 

‘Given what we know about the time involved from the 
individual becoming infected to actually developing the 
disease, which we thinkis around five years, then there is 
clearly no possibility of halting the spread of AIDS for two 
or three years to come. At least 








AIDS 
Day — 


It’s AIDS | 
Aid-a 
star- 
studded 
charity 
bash 


AIDS DAY is more than a 
day. It’s a Band Aid-style 
fundraiser —a massive 
series of London events 
supporting the struggle 
against AIDS, 

‘The series kicks off at 
Wembley Arenaon 1 April. 
‘A ctowd of stars has 
pledged to appear-includ- 
ing George Michael, Holly 
Johnson, Julian Cope, 
Ruby Turner, John 
Entwhistle, Aswad, 
Womack & Womack, 
Hollywood Beyond, 
‘Simple Minds and the 
evergreen Paul 
McCartney. 

And it’s rumoured that 
Mick Jagger, Peter Gab- 
riel, The PsychedelicFurs, 
Paul Young and Alison 
‘Moyet will also be appear- 
ing. For ticket information, 
ring 01-902-8833, 

‘The Wembley extravag- 
‘anza won't be televised 
live, but an edited film of 
the show will be on TV the 
same week—and it may be 
televised live in Germany 
and America 

And more big names will 
back up AIDS Day with a 
string of gigs all aver Lon- 
don ~The Communards, 
‘Swing Out Sister, Paul 
Weller, Microdisney, The 
Chiefs Of Relief, Spear Of 
Destiny and The Go- 
Betweens. 

‘Most of these dates and 
vonues are still being fixed. 
The only one confirmed. 
when we went topress was 
‘The Blow Monkeys 
they'll be at The Brixton 
Fridge, Brixton Hill, Lon- 
don $W2 on 1 April. Tel: 01- 
326-5100, 

‘Mare Almond hits The 
Donmar Warehouse on 2,3 
and 4 April with guests 
including Annie Hogan, 
‘Martin McCarrick and 
Billy McGee. These not-to- 
be-missed events will be 
















































fecorded. The Donmar 
| Warehouse is in Earlham 
‘Sweet, Covent Garden, 
London WC2, Tel: 01-240- 
2766. 

Wendy May's ‘locomo- 
‘ton disco" is at The Town 
And Country Club (High- 
‘gate Road, Kentish Town, 
London NW6) on 3 April, 
rounding off a night which 
also features Brendan 
Croker And The § O'Clock 
Shadows, Hurrah and The 
Dainties, There'll be guest 





‘but club staff won't say 
more~ except that there 
isn’t going to be a fashion 
| show, as some publications: 
claimed, Tel: 01-434-0572. 

‘And it’s not just music in 

| AIDS Day. The twendy 

ja Cinema (Pentonville 
| Road, King's Cross, London 
V7) is planning an all-night 
‘disco and film show on 3 
April from 11.0pm to 
630am. 

‘The films will include 
Mad Max Il, Entertaining 
‘MrSloane and Can't Stop 
‘The Music, and between 
the films there'll be enter- 
‘tainment from drag acts. 
| Get details from 01-278- 

8082, 

Even Shakespeare gets 
inon the AIDS act. On 12 
April, The Sadler's Wells 
‘Theatre (Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1) stages: 

AID, a celebration of 
Shakespeare with opera, 
ballet, theatre and music. 
‘The WILL AID team hopeto 
raise £50,000 — which 
should be no problem with 
theirline-up including Alan 
| Bates, Felicity Kendall, 
Patricia Hodge, Dorothy 
Tutin, Claire Bloom and 
Francesca Annis. Ring 01- 
278-8916 to book, and. 
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‘One of AIDS Day's big sel 
Jers should be the Hits O86 
album they're releasing at 
the same time as the Lon- 
don events. 





‘try, Duran Duran, Peter 
| Gabriel, The Commun- 

Hollywood 
| Beyond and Pet Shop Boys. 
All proceeds go to fighting 
AIDS, of course 

And Stuart Adamson of 
Big Country is getting 
together with Hugh 

Cornwell of The 

| Stranglers to write a spec- 
jalsong for AIDS Day, The 
tars bougle! 

“The AIDS Day organisers 
‘will be selling Filofaxes, 
duffel bags, T-shirts and 
ven underwear, all 





_o|GETTING HELP 


The Terrence Higgins Trust 


British AIDS victims, has regional AIDS support groupsand 
publishes booklets of clear advice about AIDS and how to 1 
avoid it. 

For any of their free services ring 01-83-2971 between 
‘7pmand 10pm on weekdays, or between 3pmand 10pm at 
the weekend; or write to Terrence Higgins Trust, M/ 
AIDS, London WCIN 3XX. 

‘Also ring 01-833-2971 for the trust's Helpline, provided 
mainly for people who are HIV antibody positive and their 
families. 


The DHSS 

‘To back up the Government AlDSleaflet, the DHSShas set 
up two phone Healthlines. For basic facts about AIDS ~ 
‘what itis, how te avoid it, and soon—ring the Information 
Service on 080-535-535. Theirlarge staff f trained advis- 
fers handles up to 800 calls a day. You can also ring that 
number toget the 20-page booklet AIDS—What Everyone 
‘Needs To Know. 

‘More personal calls are referred toa ‘sympatheticadvis- 
ory line’ (0800-567-123). This has a staff of doctors, volun- 
teers, and representative 
‘ence Higgins Trust, They'll give addresses of clinics, and 
offer help to victims and their families. 

‘You can call these DHSS numbers free — it won't add to 
your phone bill. 


The Lighthouse Project 


Pe 





Edinburgh EH1 3UU. 


n 


‘Atthe moment, they're raining volunteers in counselling, 
and they offer help for anyone worried about AIDS on 01- 
221-6513. 

‘Or you can write to The Lighthouse Project, 178 Lancas- 
ter Road, London W11 1QU. 





CAN Y 
HELP? 


ALL the AIDS-help organisations need contributions and 
volunteers. If you'd like to help in any way, either with a 
donation or by doing volunteer work, give them a call 

‘The Terrence Higgins Trust also needs buddies — people 
who visit AIDS sufferers and offer any help they can. As a 
buddy, you could be simply giving an AIDS patient practi 
cal help with housework and washing up; or your PWA 
(Person With AIDS) might become a close friend. 

The trust will train volunteers, giving them basic medi: 
cal knowledge, outlining the problems of people with 
AIDS, and preparing the buddy to face the eventual death 
of their PWA. The training involves a weekend course 
away from home. Not everyone's suited to being a buddy, 
so there are serious interviews to select the right volun: 
teers. 

There are 150 buddies in London at the moment. More 
areneeded. Ifyoucan help, write tothe Terrence Higgins 
‘Trust at BM/AIDS, London WCIN 3XX. 


The Lesbian And Gay 
‘The Terrence Higgins Trust, named after one ofthe first Switch board. 


mation. The switchboard is run by agay organisation, and 
they stress that the information they have for straight 


ing, even though the lines are very busy 


Body Positive 

‘Asupport group for people who are HIV antibody positive 
‘They organise everything from yoga to discos to informa 
on sessions, and also publish a newsletter. Contact them 
at the Terrence Higgins Trust number. 


Scottish AIDS Monitor 

General advice and information about AIDS. Scottish AIDS 
Monitor, based in Edinburgh, also runs a self-help group 
for HIV-antibody-positive people, similar to London's Body 
Positive 


rom organisations likethe Tert- between 7.30pm and 10pm every evening. They also pub- 
lish leaflets; write to Scottish AIDS Monitor, PO Box 169, 


Welsh AIDS Campaign 

Welsh AIDS Campaign has an information line where 
‘This project is setting up a hospice and advice centre for advisers answer people's questions about AIDS and refer 
AIDS sufferers ~ it should be ready by the end of the year. them to clinics 


has more detailed information, and a Welsh-speaking 
team. 


WRITING FOR 


Confidential help and information about AIDS 


ines open 24 hoursa day, for anyone needing help or infor- 


jeople is limited. 
Phone the switchboard on 01-837-7324~and do keep try- 





‘You can phone Scottish AIDS Monitor on 031-858-1167 


this has two services, Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, 


Inthe evenings, 6pm to 9pm, the Cardiff AIDS Helpline 


‘You can call both these services on 0222-223443, 
Welsh AIDS Campaign isalso setting up a support group. 





INFO? 


IF you're writing to any of these organisations for informa: 
tion on AIDS, remember to enclose a large envelope, 
stamped and addressed to ypurself. It keeps their costs 
down, and helps them do more work. 


sear Pons 














emblazoned with the AIDS | AIDS victims, and top AIDS 
Day slogan: Don't be a fool | expert Tony Pinching of St 
—be safe. Mary's Hospital in London, 
“The money raised by ‘The thousands will fund 
AIDS Day will be distri- the fight against AIDS in 
buted byacommitteemade | Britain, and some will goto 
‘up of AIDS charity official, | AIDS-ridden areas of, 


Africa, 

‘Ifyou want tohelp, or get 
more information, contact, 
INTERNATIONAL AIDS. 
DAY, 90 Wardour Street, 
London W1 Tel: 01-734- 
3336, 
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H, if it's not the cost of the MOT cer- 
tificate then it's the insurance bills, 
the tax disc, the garage bills and the 
parking fines, let alone the petroland 
the maintenance and . . . buying and 

munning a car can put you on a never-ending 

round of worries, if you're not sensibly money: 
minded 

But before all that, you've got to choose a 
suitable vehicle — and the first-time buyer can 
be overwhelmed by the wide, confusing choice 
of cars as cheap as £500. 

‘At that price you could grab a 15-year-old 
jaguar XJ6 or a one-elderly-owner Allegro, an 

MG Midget in need of attention or an Austin 

Cambridge in need of some style, The tempta 

tions are tremendous ~ but with care you can 

pick up a useful, practical vehicle which'll do its 

Job for a few years 

Few first-time buyers can afford more than 
£1000. But can you really get a decent vehicle 
for £150? 

"The answer is a very wary ‘yes 






UP TO £150 


Forget the swarms of Marinas, Cortinas and 
Maxis littering the classified columns. The 
majority are high-mileage, ex-sales-rep cars 
‘with little more than two months MOT to run 
and no tax disc (or maybe an out-of-date disc, 
or a dubious ‘tax in post’ note where the 
genuine article should be). 

Most people trying to sell cars this cheap 
know their vehicle stands no chance of passing 
another MOT — so they try to dispose of it onto, 
an unsuspecting first-time buyer, 

‘And don't dream of buying a cheap sports car 
to‘do up’ and put back on the road, £150-worth. 
of MG Midget or Triumph Spitfire is really just, 
source of spares, and the insurance premium 
on a sports car could be many times the pur 
chase price 

Stick instead to British cars from the early 
Sixties. The Austin A40, Triumph Herald, Hill: 
man Minx and Ford Anglia are excellent value 
at budget prices, Some models are thought to 
be'classic' and their prices have risen, but £150 





‘will still buy a rough but roadworthy example 
with a few months’ MOT and some fine motor- 
ing in it. 


‘These cars have great advantages when 
MOT time comes round, too. The car may fail 
the test, but spares will be relatively cheap ~ 
there's bound to be a thriving owners’ club for 
your particular model, and Wl help out with 
P And if the car is just too derelict to do any- 
thing with, you can recoup muich of your invest- 
nent by stripping the wreck down and selling 
the usable parts through the owners’ club (or 
by selling the whole machine to a member to 
dismantle himsel) 

Gvor-2is can cut insurance costs dramati 
cally on a Sixties model, too; cars more than 20 
Yeats old that cover no more than 3000 miles a 
Yoat can be covered for as little as £35ayear by 
fome insurance companies. Shop around. 

So older cars aren't a bad bet, but don't 
expect too much for your small change ~ any 
thing costing £160 will need some work. 
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UP TO £500 


At this price the choice is better, and the deci: 
sion becomes even harder. 

If you stick with early-Sixties British cars, 
then for £500 you can get an extremely smart (if 
not immaculate) Austin A30, A40 or Ford Ang- 
ia. Keep the car in tip-top condition, and you 
might resell it for more in a year or two 

More modern cars are worth looking at, 
though. Avoid elderly Jags and sports cars 
(Midget, Spitfire, MGB, Capri et al) they 
drink fuel, and insurance is pricy. Go for a run- 
of-the-mill saloon, instead; the insurance is 
pretty cheap, spare parts are easy to find at 
competitive prices (or in the scrapyard), the 
mechanics are simple and the petrol tank won't 
drain your pocket. 

‘Try Marinas, Escorts, Cortinas and Vivas. 
‘They’reall traditional, rear-wheel-drive, British 
saloons; and you'll probably find a presentable 
ten-year-old Marina or Cortina with a long 
MOT, likely to pass another test without much 
difficulty. 

But remember to choose a simple vehicle, 
economical with fuel, or the running costs 
could keep it off the road. 





UP TO £1000 


If you can scrape together a four-figure sum, 
you can look forward to a reliable car in good 
condition which'll give you a few years without 
major trouble, 

But avoid sports cars, even at this level. The 
insurance costs are horrific for under-258; wait 
till money's not too tight to mention. 

‘Anyway, the choice of simple, conventional 
cars is wide enough. A grand can stretch to an 
Escort, Chevette, Mini or Marina (1979 or 1980 
vintage), and the more interesting options 
include a Fiat 127, a Strada, an elderly Ford 
Fiesta, a Peugeot 104, Renault 5, Talbot Sun 
beam,’ Triumph Dolomite, Volkswagen Polo, 
Datsun Cherry, Sunny and Toyota Starlet. 

Perhaps they're not exciting glam cars, but 
they're competent machines, Don't forget to 
check the prices of parts, though (particularly 
for foreign models), before you commit your 
self, 

‘Oddball’ and economy-priced models are 
often tempting, but they can lose value rapidly. 
£1000 would buy a 1982 Skoda Estelle ora 1979 
Peugeot 604; they're at opposite ends of the 
market in terms of size and original price, bi 
both will be worth aot less in a couple of years. 

‘The same goes for the youngish Ladas, FSOs, 
Yugos and Dacias, though a decent Citroen 
2CV/Dyane or Volkswagen Beetle could be a 
snip at under a grand. 

Again, go for something simple. It pays off 
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WHEELING 
AND DEALING 


FROM £500 upward, not only is the choice of 
vehicles larger but you can pick them up in 
many ways: privately, or froma used-car sales- 
‘man, or from auctioneers, 

But avoid auction rooms and ‘back-street’ 
garages (which invariably offer vehicles 
they've bought at auctions). Scratch your nose 
at an auction and you could end up with a car 
you'd never want. 

‘And steer clear of _smooth-talking, 
sheepskin-clad dealers selling carg off a plot of 
land. The Arthur Daley image of second-hand 
car salesmen may have faded slightly, but 
there's plenty of them about. 

‘Stick to private sales. 




















WHATEVER car you go for you MUST make these basic cheéks before purchase: 


LOOK everywhere for structural corrosion (the whole of the underside, the sillsand inner sills, 
the door pillars, the floor and boot floor areas, the underbonnet sections). 


DON'T be taken in by a good general appearance. Unscrupulous dealers, auctioneers and pri- 
vate sellers often try to disguise rust and other faults by tarting up and repainting the car. 


ENSURE that the basic mechanics aren working order, An enginethat burnsoil by the canful 
and leaves a cloud of black smoke in its wake can be repaired (and evenaclapped-out engine 

can make it through the MOT test), but worn-out brakes, dampers and steering are deadly 
dangerous, 





ASK an expert ora knowledgeable DIY mechanic to inspect the car for youwhile you're there, 
if you're not sure what faults to look for. 


DOES the car really match your needs? Look at all the facts and figures before buying. Ask 
about parts (prices and availability), look into insurance costs, think about depreciation, eco- 
nomy and how long the car's going to last — and you're in with a chance of success, 
Spiralling motoring costs are against you all the time, so practicality is the name of the game, 
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What’s the best shave? Our_A\ 
cutting crew reports 





jar brands, and compared each. 
using four different 


1) The closeness of the shave 
How easy the razor is to handle 

3) Ease with which the razor travels across the 

skin 

4) Overall value for money 


ints in mind, we've chosen 


m bleating 


jout their f 


or we didn't revie 
blade-and-die type 
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‘The fact that 
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cutive editorial re: 


man enough to 


SINGLE-BLADE, FIXED- 
HEAD, DISPOSABLE 
RAZORS 


WINNER: Bic Orange for normal 
skin (31p for five) 
LLOYD MANGRAM: Normal 
produce 


Ed) Al 
get bits 
intestines, etc stuck in the 


Overall 75% 











Bic Green for sensitive 
skin (31p for five) 


LLOYD MANGRAM: I'm a bit sceptical ahout 
the real differences between this and the Bic 
Normal Skin razor. But this is certainly far softer 
on the skin. It also produces a smoother shave 
with less effort than the other one requires, 


TIMRICKS: Very smooth, but not quite so 
close as the Bic Normal Skin razor. 


Overall: 70% 


DOUBLE-BLADE, FIXED- 
HEAD, DISPOSABLE 
RAZORS 


WINNER: Boots II (42p for five) 


CURTIS HUTCHINSON: The Boots disposable 
looks basicand feels basic, but givesa first-rate 
close shave which many more expensive razors 
would have problems matching. The only 
drawback of this otherwise excellent blade is 
that its hollow handle makes it too light, I 
‘would have preferred something heavier. Still, 
a first-rate budget-priced razor. 


CIARANBRENNAN: Aaaargh! Pass the tissue 
paper! Shaving with this 'razor' was like 
driving a combine harvester over my face. Not 
recommended for those with soft faces or a 
nervous disposition. Make sure you live near a 
blood bank before using this cutthroat! 


Overall 80% 


Gillette Blue II Fixed (62p for 
five) 


CURTIS HUTCHINSON: Light and effective, 
the Gillette Blue II's twin-blade action glides 
effortlessly to the places previously unreached 
by my trusty electric razor (ahem), The tilt of 
the fixed head allows you to shave up as well, 
as down without getting masses of flesh 
caught between the blades, 


CIARAN BRENNAN: It's like ice-skating on a 
scenic lake on a winter's morning —the Gillette 
glides across one’s chin with a graceful flowing 
style, Its akin toa manservantof old, efficiently 
accomplishing its task without ever being 
noticeable. Usethe Bluell, and wakeup witha 
friend! 


Overall 75% 


Wilkinson Sword 
Retractor (36p for five) 


handle and built-in black cover, the Retractor 
will immediately give your bathroom that 
designer look. However, what looks good with 
the jacuzzi doesn't necessarily give youacloser 
shave, as I found to my peril. The Retractor 
doesn't glide so much as hack its way across 
the skin. Styptic pencils ahoy! 


CIARAN BRENNAN: The Retractor looks 
stylish and the flick head is neat, but 1 was 
styptical~my face felt like a weatherworn brick 
‘wall after the shave. Still, it left me happily 
nickless. 


Overall 60% 









DOUBLE-BLADE, FIXED- 
HEAD RAZORS WITH 
DISPOSABLE 
CARTRIDGES 


WINNER: Gillette GII (£1.09 for 
five) 


ROGER KEAN: Probably the original 
disposable, the GI needs an ‘expensive’ 
handle but offers more weight anda better feel 
than any other. The disposable cartridges work 
‘out slightly cheaper per shave than the ‘one- 
shot’ disposables. And the double-blade 
system still works best for me. 


BARNABY PAGE: Travels ovér the skin AND 
shaves close, A good buy — if the blades last 
(sceptical sulk...) 


Overall BO% 


Gillette II Plus (£1.25 for five) 


ROGERKEAN: Distinguishable from the other 
Gilby this Lubrastrip thingy, it gives an 
impressively smooth shave. However, the 
lubrication takes away some of the cutting 
power, A novelidea, and it does inspire at least 
some confidence at that time of morning, 


BARNABY PAGE: Not much different fromthe 
GiI— perhaps a little smoother, (Isn't that an 
illusion created by calling it ‘Plus’, though?) 


Overall 75% 


DOUBLE-BLADE, 
SWIVEL-HEAD, 
DISPOSABLE RAZORS 


WINNER: Gillette Blue II 
Swivel (67p for five) 


DAVID CHEAL: The swivel head was rather 
abrasive on my skin, but at least it felt nice to 
hold, 


RICHARD LOWE: Bit ofastubbyhandle, buta 
clean, close shave nevertheless, with a smooth 
swivel action, 


Overall 70% 
Wilkinson Sword Swivel (£1.10 
for five) 

DAVID CHEAL: Ican see no advantage to the 


swivel head ~ this is an adequate, if rather 
lightweight, all-round disposable razor 





RICHARDLOWE: A rickety, flimsy little thing. 
You half expect it to snap halfway through the 
shave. The swivel action's clumsy, but you can 
always trust the good old Wilkinson Sword 
blade. 


Overall 60% 





DOUBLE-BLADE, 
SWIVEL-HEAD RAZORS 
WITH DISPOSABLE 
CARTRIDGES 


WINNER: Gillette Contour 
Plus (razor: £1.39 cartridges: 
£1.39 for five) 


PAUL STRANGE: I didn’t think Gillette could 
improve the Contour, but they have. The 
addition of a lubricating strip makes the shave 
a bit smoother and slightly more comfortable. 
As with the conventional Contour, the razor is 
easy to hold and has a dependable swivel 
action. Make sure, though, that you keep the 
‘whole thing in a dry place ~ otherwise you'll 
find a disgusting white stringy mess the next 
morning. 


SIMON POULTER: By far the smoothest shave 
T've ever had, but nowhere near the closest 
(that involved a spray can, right-on literature 
and a passing police car). A welcomingly 
comfortable experience in the prebrekky 
gloom, but it does leave a shadow come 
evening pub-opening time. 


Overall 80% 


Gillette Contour 
cartridges: £1.15 for five) 


PAULSTRANGE: It takes time toadjusttothe 
Contour, as to most swivel-heads. But it's 
definitely worth persevering. Therazoris easy 
to hold, it's solid and dependable (particularly 
in the upgraded and heavier metal stem 
version) (What's this? Paulinto heavy metal?— 
Ed), and it can give superb results. A very fine 
razor. 


SIMON POULTER: The Contour has done me 
proud from my very earliest bum-fluffed days 
to the present disheveled, sprouting mess, 

‘The closest of all, though its cutting life is short. 


Overall 75% 


Wilkinson Sword Profile (razor: 
£1.39 cartridges: £1.29 for five) 


PAULSTRANGE: I wasn't impressed with this 
razor—it’s hard to handle, very uncomfortable 
and too light. The amount of blade-swivel was 
less than I expected and it didn't glide 
particularly well over the skin. I've achieved 
much closer shaves with other razors—and, 
worse, I cut myself five times on the upstroke. 
(Such a technician. — Ed) 





SIMON POULTER: If you're feeling really 
yuppie, then the Profile’s for you. You dan't 
even have to use it: the razor comes in the 
rather Habitat shades of scarlet and black and 
‘would look dead good in the stripped-pine 
bathroom. But you'd be better off using 
tweezers to pluck the whiskers. A very shabby 
shave, but a good pose. 


Overall 45% 


THERE YOU GO, gang, Next month we'll be 
comparing the group leaders (Bic Orange, 
Boots Il and a gaggle of Gillettes) to discover 
L's top razor. 
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HAT can you 
do any time 
without 
being tied to 
the washba: 

sinorneeding Elastoplast? 

asks Victor Kiam. 

Sex? Wart-picking? DIY 
amputation? 

Don't be silly, Booth 
According to Victor Kiam 
you can use a Remington 
Microshave, and if anyone 
knows what you can do 
with a Remington Micro- 
shave it's him, After all, he 
was so impressed with the 
product that he bought the 
company, 

"Electric shavers really 
are better than blades, 
says Vic, ‘and I'm an old 
blade guy. With shavers, 
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first you have flexibility of 
movement, you can walk 
around or read your news: 
paper while you shave. 

"Second, shavers are bet- 
ter for your skin. With a 
blade you put on shaving 
cream which dries the skin 
out, then the blade scrapes 
the skin off. Ouch! 

"Third, some guys get a 
heavy beard and need to. 
shavetwice a day. They can 
do that easily with an elec: 
tric shaver. With a blade 
you have to stop every: 
thing, find shaving cream 
and a washbasin and strip 
off. Then when you throw 
ontheaftershave you goup 
the wall! 

Tying yourselves to 
sinks? Stripping off? 


You've read LM's guide to wet shav- 
ing, but wouldn't an electric doa 

) smoother job? Victor Kiam uses a 
Remington and he says ‘yes’ — but 
he’s bound to. He bought the com- 
pany. JANE BOOTH comes in fora 


close shave. 


Throwing yourselves up 
walls? I never realised the 
lengths you chaps go to in 
pursuit of the perfect 
shave. No wonder designer 
stubble caught on, 

‘The Remington makes 
life easier,’ Vic continues, 
because it actually shaves 
as close as a blade but is, 
more convenient to use, 

‘And —as he says in the 
adverts — Vic is so con 
vinced his product shaves 
as close as a blade he'll 
refund the money of any 
customer who thinks other 








But how many chaps, I 
wondered, feel their 
Remingtoned cheeks have 
more in common with a 
dog’s bottom than a 
baby's? 

‘We get just four tenths 
of one per cent back, 
comes the answer. 

T'm none the wiser, but 
Vic's looking pretty chuffed 
sothe figure must be good. 

Vic is pretty chuffed 
about the whole company, 
though Mrs Kiam can't 
havebeen whenin 1979 her 
middle-aged husband 
risked everythinghehadto 
buy Remington and cope 
with its £20 million annual 
losses. 

‘When my wife brought 
home the shaver I lipped 
overit,' says Vic. 'Believe it 
or not, Thad such faith in 
the product I met the full 
asking price for the com: 
pany. 

‘Ittookme seven months 
to make the deal and then 
the hard work really 
started. Ihad to turn that 
‘company round. 
Remington had been pric- 
ing their shavers like 
‘everyone else. Inthe States 
their major competitor was 
priced at £27 so Remington 
was priced at £27. This 
meant they weren't entic 
ing any new custom. 

‘Within a month of my 
purchasing the company 
‘we brought out a £15 
shaver ~and do you know 
‘what? That product soared. 
‘That's what really made 

Ina few years the com: 
pany was showing profits 
of £9 million, and had 
received an award for the 
Outstanding Financed 
Company in the USA. The 
gamble had paid off, and 
Victor Kiam had proved he 
was as smooth an operator 
as his shavers, 

Today Remington is 
worth £150 million and 
Kiam, 67, is still tirelessly 
seeking hew ways to 
increaseits value, As Chair- 
man, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of 





Remington he makes his 
pitch for sales worldwide, 
laying the ‘Hello, I'm Victor 
Kiam routine on each coun: 
try in its own language. 

T.do all my own ads,’ he 
declares gleefully. ‘None of 
them are dubbed. Back 
home, time permitting, he 
likes to fit in a spot of 
shaver-flogging. 

"Some people try to put 
me down because I still 
carry a bag and try to sell 
my shavers. But what the 
heck! IfIgottajob todo, I'l 
doit." 

‘And of course there are 
always new business ven- 
tures: 

‘We've just launched a 
new product,’ chirps Vie 
enthusiastically. ‘It's a 
spot-and-stain cleaner. We 
launched it in the States 
just before Christmas and 
itwasabig success. It'llbe 
over here in the spring. 

‘The VicVac is apparently 
‘great for pet stains’ (a 
great relief to all Yankee 
ooches living in fearof the 
All-American Pooper- 
Scooper). 

‘And I've done another 
commercial!’ beams Vic. 

Ido my darndest to look 
excited. 

‘m not the star, though, 
my granddaughter is! She 
spills the gook we clean up 
with the VicVac. Her name 
is Jennifer Ellen but I call 
herJE 'cosshe'sgonnabea 
real power, areal killer, like 
someone else on TV with 
initials like that. 

By starting young, JE is 
following in Grandpappy's 
footsteps, He had his first 
business at nine, hustling 
Coca-Cola on the streets of 
New Orleans, and his 
wheeler-dealing has 
broughtin the big bucks. So 
what's the secret to suc: 
cess? How can we all get 
rich quick? 

*You tell those young 
people,” says Victor Kiam, 

‘that the world is their oys 
ter. They just gotta have 
the confidence and dedica- 
tion to get out there and 
make things work for them. 

‘Many people say they 
wanna be entrepreneurs 
and do their own thing but 
that's just the half of it, the 
verbiage. The doing it 
means really doing it, stick 
ing to it when things get 
tough, being committed 
and willing to make sac: 
rifices, 

‘And there's more. 

‘If you work hard and to 
the best of your ability, 
you'll not only be at peace 
with yourself but success 
and financial rewards 
should follow on naturally. 

For more advice, read 
Vic's new book Going Fork. 
Ie'lltell you how towin bya 
whisker. 
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GILLETTE 
BREAKS THROUGH 
AGAIN 



































SIMON POULTER reports, 


every four British households awns or rents a video 


ONE is 
ferotdr—o0 It yess inevitable that TV programmes would 





‘and. 
and it helpe seduce public 


terprises department were first off the 
‘mark, with things like a set of the wonderful Hancock's 
Tait Hour shows, Monty Python's Fiying Circus, and of 
‘Shure Bavity Towers popular shows on BBC Video out- 


‘Selling (or outrenting) all others in the TV video range, 





Giected eptsodee of Dr Who and Blake's 7, and comedy 
‘rom Spike Maligan’s The Best Of 10 more episodes of 

‘Monty Pythan's Fiying Circus, 
"The BBC doesnt just offer comicclassics, BBC Videohas 
‘award-winning drama series Edge Of 


‘Sompletefoothall fanaucs, 
FA Cup Finals including the 18973 Sunderland v Leeds Final 
(oto Sunderland, Porterteld in the Mat minute) 
‘Thereare tw price areas for BBC vide The hudgetrange 
(under £10) includes the Cup Final ‘classicy” (at £9.99), 9 
Tires OF A Kind compilation (69.99) and a best-of-Enter- 
falnment USA (67 95), though the thought of having tape 
‘of Jonathan King in my home is nat one to relish, 





BORN TO RERUN 


Now you can watch TV without ever having to watch TV. 
Two decades of telly hits are coming out on video, as 


The sc include Bdge OF Darke 
‘noot -E.50 lors twortape set = tbe 1905 POA. 
Tour Highlights rN) at £28.95, and 
"= Flying Circus The Complete Series 3 Boxed Set, 
‘sup at £99, The Python series is, however, available On 
{hres episode tapes at a more moderate £24.95 each, 
“Tae Channel abe i relgsing programmes 
the ITY network ‘competi ike TTC. 


‘Andeeron ‘shows (Than y. Terrahawhs) in Issue 
‘Twoand goon youll be able fo see. pte-007 Roger Moore: 
n'The Saint, and with Tony Curtis in The Persuaders, all 
‘on Channel 5, 

“aut only Thames Television's 
‘Collection has challenged the mighty BBC hold on this 
Toerative market. Some ofits 


"bestseling export programm: 
thew lke Alida and The Slenoy Hal Show. ste abpesting 
Inthe video shops 

“The Tiunes Video Collection list dgesn't match the 
{ea foes highowr highs ike Sour and a 

‘e 
{Re hiarious Danger Afouse and more terous ims ike 
‘The Word! Ae Wat. The Naked Ciel Sorvant and The 
‘anh Cite Collection. 

Tames even have twotapes of The Royal Wad- 
dinates to hoon tom tough you have dase 
‘tates Chuck a'Deor Anayn'Forge worth your mOReY 
nd your boredom theabol. 

‘ary al Thamow vdeo ae avaabe atthe affordable 








‘Small The Homecoming 


BEC VIDEO pales a 
Magee 

‘The Ashes, Vietory In 

senna 5c VIDEO 

1 VIDEO 

ee Doctor Who-The Seeds Of 
Death 

‘The BBC Video Guide To | BBC VIDEO 

ere Doctor Who-The Robots 

BBC VIDEO Doctor 

Bell's Scotch Ryder Cup BBC VIDEO 

15a 
Doctor Who- The Five 

BBC VIDEO 

‘The Best Of Wimbledon “| BBC VIDEO 

Doubles 

Bac VIDEO Doctor Who ~The Brain OF 
Morbiue 
BBC VIDEO 


Blake's 7— The Beginning 





BBC VIDEO, Doctor Who ~The Day Of 
Blake's 7—Duel dened 
BBC VIDEO. ee 
phage baka Eastinders The Queen 











BHC VIDEO. SCREEN LEGENDS 

Cagney & Lacey ‘Edge Of Darkness — Part 

CHANNELS One, Into The Shadows 
BEC VIDEO 

Captain Scarlet Versus | Edge Of Darkness — Part 

The Mysterons ‘Two, Northmoor 

CHANNELS BBC VIDEO 

Danger Mouse Entertainment USA ~The 

‘THAMES viDEO coLLEc- | Video 

TION BEC VIDEO 
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a 
This month's LM video guide lists 87 top TV shows available on video 
‘Agatha Christie, In A Danger Mouse Saves The | FA Cup Final 1964- West | Flight Of The Condor 
Glass Darkly World ‘Ham Utd V Preston Nth | SCREEN LEGENDS 
‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC- | THAMES VIDEO CoLLEC: | Fad 
TION TION BBC VIDEO 
ao ‘ecklin And Palmer Play 

Dr Who ~ Revenge Of The Final 1966 Eyer. | Te Best 18 In Britain 
‘Agatha Christie, The Case) Cyberman SE eee idee | EBC VIDEO. 
Of The Middie-Aged Wife | scREEN LEGENDS moe 
‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC: Epateten, ‘The Amazing Adventures 
TION Br Who ~The Day Of The 2 Of Joe 90 

Dal CHANNEL 5 
All Creatures Great & BBC VIDEO 1973 FA Cup Final — Sun- 


derland V Leeds Utd 
BBC VIDEO 


‘Joe 90 Vol It Hijacked, 
International Concerto, 


Operation Mcclaine 

1974FACupFinal-Liver- | CHANNELS 

ool V Newcastle Utd 

BRC VIDEO The Knowledge 
‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC: 
TION 

FA Cup Final 1977—Man- 

FA Cup Final 1277 Mat | Last Or The Summer Wine 

BBC VIDEO. BBC VIDEO 


Last OF The Summer Wine 


FACup Final 1979- Arse. | Last Of The Summer’ 


al V Manchestor Utd 
BEC VIDEO see 

‘The Living Ilex 
TheFailAndnise ot | BUC VIDEO 
Regiaald Persia 
She vibEO Minder 

THAMES VIDEO COLLEC. 
‘The Fall And Rise Of ‘TION oe 
Reginald orca? 
BBE VIDEO 


Minder On The Orient 
Express 


Fawity Towerr—BasilThe | THAMES VIDEO COLLEC 





Rat TION 
SCREEN LEGENDS 
‘Monty Python's Flying 
Cireus Serie 
Fawlty Towers—The Ger. | 1-4 
‘mans. BBC VIDEO 
‘SCREEN LEGENDS 
Monty Python's Flying 
Fawity Towers The Kip- | Circus—Series2. Episodes 
‘per And The Corpse e-7 
SCREEN LEGENDS BBC VIDEO, 


Monty Python's Flying 
Clrewe Series 2, Episodes 
o-10 





Fawlty Towers ~The 
Paychlatrist 








SCREEN LEGENDS BBC VIDEO 





Monty Python's Flying 
Circus -Series2, Episodes 
11-13 

BBC VIDEO 


Monty Python's Flying 
Circus Series 3, Episodes 
aa 

BEC VIDEO 


Monty Python's Flying 
Circus Series, Episodes 
5? 

BBC VIDEO 








BEC VIDEO 


‘The Naked Civil Servant 
‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC- 
‘TION 

‘Number 10 Downing 
Street 

BC VIDEO 


PGA European Tour 
BBC VIDEO 

Play Gold With Peter 
Allies 

BBC VIDEO 

‘The Persuaders- Sporting 
Chance 

CHANNELS 





CHANNELS: 


‘The Prisoner Episodes 3 
Ad-A,B&C,FrooForAll 
CHANNEL S| 


‘The Prisoner - Episodes 5 
&6- The Schisold Man, 
‘The General 

CHANNEL 5 


‘The Prisoner — Episodes 7 
&8—Many Happy Returns, 
Dance Of The Dead 
CHANNEL 5 


‘The Prisoner — Episodes 9 
&10-Checkmate, Ham- 
‘mer Into Anvil 
(CHANNELS 


‘The Prisoner Episodes 11 
4 12-I's Your Funeral, A 
Change OF Mind 
CHANNELS: 


‘The Prisoner Episodes 13 
14 Do Not Forsake Me, 
Living In Harmony 
CHANNELS 








‘The Prisoner Episodes 15 
416— The cis! Who Was 
Death, Once Upon A Time 
CHANNEL 5 


‘The Prisoner— Episode 17 
Fall Out 

CHANNEL 5 

‘Regan 

‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC 
TION 

Return OF The Man From 
oncte 


CHANNELS: 





vv 


Revenge Of The Myste 
rons From Mars 


CHANNELS 


Ripping Yarns 
BBC VIDEO. 


‘More Ripping Yarns 
BBC VIDEO. 


Even More Ripping Yarns 
BEC VIDEO 


‘The Complete Ripping 
Yarns 
BEC VIDEO. 


Sooty And Superdog 
"THAMES VIDEO COLLEC- 
TION 


The Adventures Of Sooty 
‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC: 
TION 


‘Space 1999 Destination 
‘Moonbase Alpha 
CHANNEL 5 


‘Spike Milligan tn The Best 
ora 
BEC VIDEO 


Stingray — Invaders From 
The Deep 
(CHANNELS: 


Incredible Voyage Of Stin 
ory 
CHANNELS: 


Stingray Vol III Sea Of 
Oil, Preasure Down Below, 
The Golden Sea 
CHANNELS 


Terrabawks 1 
CHANNELS 
Terrabawks 2-The 
Menace From Mars 
CHANNELS 


‘Terrahawks 9- Terror 
From Mars 
CHANNELS 





Three OFA Kind 
BRC VIDEO 


Thunderbirds ~ 
Countdown To Disaster 
CHANNELS: 


‘Thunderbirds Pit OF 
Peril, City Of Fire 
CHANNELS 


‘Thunderbirds In Outer 
Space 
CHANNELS 


‘Thunderbirds To The 
Rescue 
CHANNELS 


Unknown Chaplin 


‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC- 
TION 


Vendetta For The Saint 
CHANNELS: 

‘A Voyage Round My 
Pather 


‘THAMES VIDEO COLLEC- 
TION 


The World At War (13 vo 
"THAMES VIDEO COLLEC. 
TION 





FIRST GIULEITE GII BROUGHT YOU 
A BREAKTHFOUGH IN SHAVING 
CLOSENESS‘ -NOW COMES A 
BREAKTHRGUGH IN SHAVING 
SMOOTHNESS : BECAUSE NOW GII 
HAS LUBRASTRIP-: THIS 
REVOLUTIONARY STRIP WORKS 
WITH WATER TO GLIDE THE RAZOR 
SMOOTHLY OV 2R YOUR FACE: 
GILLETTE GII Pi US: SHAVING 
SO CLOSE = 

NEVER FELT ——— 


SS es 


A BREAKTHROUGH IN 
SHAVING SMOOTHNESS | 













F LIFE 
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conceived notions of 
becoming a jazz-funk band. 
Mark King wasn’t even a 
proper bassist, A drummer 
by trade (he did a short bout 
i ith Reflex before joining 
Level 42), he lied togetajob 
ina music aying 
he played 
By now record com: 
panies were interested in 
| the band, though being an 
instrumental band proved 
a drawback, One label's 
A&R man suggested Level 
42 should flesh out their 
material with vocals, and 
reluctantly Mark and Mike 
became vocalists 
Itworked. Polydorsigned 
them in 1980 and the band 
emerged as early expo 
ents of the Brit-funk fad, a 
mythical post-punk style 
for which everyone supp: 
osedly drove souped-up 
Escorts with dangling furry 
dice, decked themselves 
ut in tracksuits and lis 
tened to Central Line 



































Freees, Shakatak, and 
Level 42, 

t the ‘jazz funk’ label 
| was dished out ignorantiy: 
expected ‘jazz funk 
explosion’ never reall 





arrived (itwas more ofafart_ | 
than a bang), and of the 
many groups tipped to suc 
ceed only Level 42 hay 
vived (unless you 
Fresea remixed, reissued 
regurgitation) 

Three years later, two 
albums on and after a lot of 
hard graft for Polydor, Level 
42 had their first hit in 1983 
with The Chinese Way. The 

wasa turning point 
band. 

















42 have never 
looked back. They haven't 
had a duff single since 
(apart from the Physical 
Prosence EP), and their 
last, Lessons In Love, 
became their biggest 
selling single, with seven 
Number One position: 
| worldwide 

Their LP sales have 
increased album by album: 
their latest opus, World 
Machine, sent shock waves 
through the Polydor sales 
| force. At the last count it 

had gone double platinum 
in the UK and sold a stagg 
ering 2.8 million 
worldwide 

The single Something 
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About You gave them a 
Top Ten hit in the USA — 
surprising, considering 
that the band's 1982 album 
Standing In The Light 
wasn't even released in 
America because it didn't 
fit conveniently into radio 
airplay categories, 

But despite their suce: 
ess, Level 42 have steered 
clear of overexposure. 
Mark King is the band 
best-known face, and the 
others remain relatively 

‘The band area mixture of 
madand mild. Mark King is 
a sort of punchbag — belt 
him and he'll bounce back 
and forth for what seems 
like hours. He was voted 
world’s best bassist by 
Blues And Soul magazine 
and his hands are insured 
for a million pound: 

He plays sofasthe has to 
tape his fingers up (some: 
times they've bled during 
performances) and (believe 
itornot) really ardent Level 
42 fans emulate Mark by 

saring black tape on their 
thumbs at gigs, 

He does some pretty odd 
things on the road, too, 
hisbleeding thumbs are up 
toit, Markignores the plea- 

ures of the flesh and slots 
ina spot ofabseiling upand 
down hotel walls, 

Phil Gould prefers 
windsurfing to abseiling 
Born in Hong Kong, he was 
previously inthe group Mof 
Pop Musik fame, He's marr- 
fed and has one child. 

Guitarist Boon Gould and 
keyboardist Mike Lindup 
are sometimes more ratic 
ous. But Boon (who was 

orn on the Isle Of Wight 
and worked in an elec 
tronics factory) devours 
Mervyn Peake's fanta: 
books and has his own. 
record label ta keep him 
busy; and Mike (who was 
previously a kitchen porter) 
has a passion for bird: 
watching 

Each to his own 

Level 42 could have sold 
out and become instant 
stars, but they preferred to 
work at it the hard way, 
Their persistence and 
seven years together have 
paid dividends, and Level 
42 are earning the recog 
tion they deserve 
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Can’t stop the Moon Club 


The nerve centre 
of Bristol music 


GEORGE LEONARDS may have his eye on the profits, but 
his heart's in the right place. His Moon Club was recently 
voted Bristol's best club by readers of the city's listings 
‘magazine, Venue; and Leonards owns what he describes 
as a ‘multipurpose music and video facility’ (a recording 
studio, a couple of rehearsal rooms and an area for video 
production), where last year most of Bristol's top indepen 
dent records were made. 

“The Moon Club has succeeded because it's well-run,’ 
says Leonards, ‘and it’s run by music fans for music fans. 
It's a live-entertainment club and not just a disco of late: 
night drinking club ~ people don't come here just to get a 
date for the night. And because of the nature of the place 
it acts as a focus for the local music scene. Obviously we 
put on alot of local groups at the club, and then there's the 
Studio and rehearsal rooms all in the same building, 

‘“Bofore lopened this place a couple of years ago, I'd been 
involved with various bands as a manager, and I felt that 
this area really needed an environment in which musicians 
could come to rehearse, record, make videos and perform 
their material live. And I think a place like this is bound to 
strengthen the music scene by providing a venue to play 
live and the facilities to make a well-recorded demo tape — 
4 good studio and a professional engineer. 

“This place provides that focus and those facilities, and 
encourages and helps local talent to develop, And one of 
the advantages of this place is that it helps people to do it, 
rather than a small label that does it all for you while you 
sit back. And at this level I think it's important for bands to 
do it for themselves — it develops marketing expertise and 
Gives them a little more feedback themselves on what it's 


Bristol 


Indie prime of ite: 
music entrepreneur 
George Leonards 


really like out there. 

“Being successful isn’t just about writing great songs, 

's about being successful in business, knowing how it 
works, We tell people ~ if they do a lousy gig and nobody 
comes along we tell them it was shit and that we'll book, 
them for less next time, 

‘Ithink the music scene here in Bristolis getting stronger 
all the time and the importance of the indie scene as a 
whole is growing as the major labels get more and more 
Out of touch with what's really going on in the marketplace. 

“We have this place and, more importantly, an indepen 
dent distributor in the city, Revolver, which is part of The 
Cartel. The fact that we have Revolver means that local 
groups like The Blue Aeroplanes, The Brilliant Comers, 
‘The Flatmates, The Chesterfields and Fear Of Darkness 
feature in the national independent charts, while the 
facilities here enable bands to progress from having a 
Couple of good ideas and playing in a pub for a few mates 
to making a professionally recorded demo, playing in a 
good music venue and creating exposure for themselves in 
that way. 





An Aardman to please 


Film animators 
go beyond 
SLEDGEHAMMER 


MAYBE Bristol bands haven't setthe national charts alight 
yet ~ but a Bristol firm, Aardman Animations, won the 
Tecent BPI (British Phonographic Institute) award for the 
best video of 1986. The winner was their video of Peter 
Gabriel's Sledgehammer. 

‘Itwas the first and only video we've ever done, though 
we're keen to do more,’ explains Peter Lord, co-owner of 
Aardman. ‘We have been offered video work, The House- 
martins' Happy Hour, Billy Bragg, but the problem is that 
the timescale's always so tight. 

‘They want the thing in two to three weeks — which we 
can do, and we did with Sledgehammer, but only if we've 
got nothing else on. If they approach us when we're really 
busy there's just no way we can do it.’ 

But working on Sledgehammer was 80 enjoyable we'd 
Jove to doit again. It's somuch freer than doing commercial 
work, which is very much dictated by the agencies. There 
Was much more creative input from us and though it was 
frantic in terms of time, the atmosphere was much more 
relaxed," 

‘The Sledgehammer video has brought the ad industry to 
Aardiman's door, anxious to use the hot new company, but 
Lord and his partner Dave Sproxton are keen to leave time 
aside for their own film projects. They're working ona pilot 
for a children's TV series which Lord describes as ‘very 


expensive and very complicated, but quite funny and 
sharp’. 

With this project Aardman returns to a familiar field — 
stop-frame animation using plasticine models. ‘I suppose 
the plasticine stuff is our forte,” admits Lord, ‘It's very 
difficult, very fiddly, very dirty and very slow, but it can be 
50 expressive. You can get so much emotion into a plas 
ticine face or body and if you've got the energy to doit you 
can do some weird transitions, 

“A Plasticine puppet is just such a great acting vehicle. 
And it's an area that's been very much underused in the 
past, 

‘Over the past ten years there's heen so much develop- 
ment in drawn animation, while puppet animation has 
tended to be very obvious—nicely done, but still barely one 
step up from Camberwick Green. And you can do so much 
more than that, 

‘Td like to do more films like Conversation Pieces (an 
excellent series of five-minute programmes for Channel 4, 
in which conversations taped from real life were acted out 
by animated plasticine puppets), and making films for 
adults, 

‘Weare, first and foremost, film-makers and the fact that, 
are films are animated is just an interesting detail of how 
they're made. And after all, all those Warmer Brothers car- 
toons were made for adults ~ they weren't originally made 
for kids at all, 

But commercial work is Aardman's bread and butter, 
and the path from the ad agencies to Bristol is well-worn 

“It was difficult at first trying to operate this sort of bus- 
iness from a provincial city,’ Lord recalls, ‘but now all the 
agencies come scuttling down to Bristol to see us, It's a bit 
of a novelty for them. We take them down to York Cafe on 
Clifton Road and they love it — the food's good and they 
can't believe it's so cheap. 


‘Aardman video producer Peter Lord 
puts his money where his mouth is 
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ITLOOKS like any other bike~a bit chunkier, perhaps, but 
still pretty run-of-the-mill, 

Tn fact, the rugged vehicle and its rider Math Mills (22) 
have been pitched against cross-country runners and 
horse-tiders in a 26-mile race through the wettest bogs 
and mountains in Britain. 

‘Last year,’ explains Math, ‘we could only do part of the 
course. It had rained there every day except one for a year 
and we ended up wading through mud up to our knees. 
carrying the bloody bikes 

Bristol is a centre for the sport of mountain-biking, Two 
of Britain's top riders live here — Math himself and Mike 
Newton —and Overbury's, a local firm run by Andy Powell 
and his mother Enid, is the country's leading manufacturer 
of hand-built models. Among their customers, is UB40 
bassist Earl Falconer, 

But though the’ sport is well-established in America, 
there's not enough organisation or sponsorship for moun: 
tain-bilang in Britain. 

‘It's still fairly new over here,’ says Math. ‘The bikes 
have been around in America since about the mid-Seven 
ties and here since the early Eighties. How it started was 
that people started taking their cruisers onto the moun- 
tains and breaking them, So they began to reinforce the 
frames with tougher tubing and using a bigger gear-range 
to get up the mountains. 

‘Overbury's use a mixture of very strong heavy-gauge 
tubing and lighter tubing where the bike takes less stress, 
and then much lower gears thana road bike. Usually moun: 
tain bikes have 18 gears — that's three chain rings on the 


An uphill struggle 


Mountain bikes — a new adventure sport 


front and six at the back —_because once you get down toa 
certain gearit's easier to run the thing. On the lowest gear 
of the mountain bike you're probably talking three revolu 
tions of your legs to one of the back wheel 

'T suppose they're the sort of bikes you always wanted 
as a kid — big and chunky. Igot into it through running and 
motorcycle trials riding. But trials riding was just too 
expensive, so I went for a mountain bike instead. These 
are expensive if you have one hand-built - they range from 
about £300 to £1,300. But I don’t have to pay for them 
anymore, because I'm sponsored by Overbury's. 

"I think that if the sport was better organised it could 
really take off. It’s a great spectator sport —all that plough 
ing through mud and over rocks with people falling off all 
the time, 

‘Iget a real kick out of it— it's that being right on the edge 
of control, It's definitely dangerous, You have to wear a 
helmet and some people wear a lot of padding... but I 
haven't had a bad accident yet. It's surprising what the 
bike will get you out of; if you just relax yourself the bike'll 
do all the work when you're going fast. 

“But the biggest problem in the future is going to be 
access to the mountains. In America, bikes have been ban- 
ned from all the National Parks, supposedly because they 
erode the soil. It’s more likely that hikers have been 
complaining about being pounced on by mountain-bikers 
It's understandable, I suppose —we'll have to start letting 
them know we're coming.’ 

‘The gentle stroll up hill and down dale will never be the 
same again. 





gallery for exhibitions of photography, posters and mass 
produced graphic work like album covers, The centre also 
uns course in video production and editing and camera 
and photographic courses, many of them geared to 
unemployed people. 

Last but not least is the bar/restaurant, which Sara 
Davies sees as very important ‘not just because it brings 
money into the building, but also because it acts asa social 
focus ~ Friday and Saturday nights down here it's swarm: 
ing, absolutely packed, and that role we play in the sacial 


Films and flans at 
Bristol’s open 
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arts centre 


IT SOUNDS a bit pretentious, and also a bit intimidating — 
a ‘Media Centre’ for ‘independent’ films, exhibitions of 
arty photography and learned discussion about ‘aspects of 
the media’ 

But publicist Sara Davies insists that The Watershed is, 
more than just a playground and watering hole for stu- 
dents with artistic pretensions and the studiously cultured 
middle-class, 

"The whole idea of The Watershed is not to be exclusive, 
not to be "high art’, not topput people off by being precious 
about its activities,’ Davies explains. “The whole idea is to 
open up media activities like film-making, videos, writing 
and TV production, and to get people working in those 
areas to come and talk about what they do and in that way 
make it more accessible, 

‘The whole idea of the place is to open up all these areas, 
of the media to people who aren't part of that bourgeois 
cultural scene 

"The arts scene in Bristol is flourishing at the moment 
and will continue todo so and hopefully become less white- 
middle-class-oriented at the same time. Bristol has a very 
strong black community, large Asian, Chinese and Italian 
communities, and a large outlying area of working-class 
suburbs 

It's a very good mix of people, and of course that mix 
contributes to the liveliness of the scene here, Places like 
‘The Watershed do have an obligation to reflect this by 
showing, for example, black photographers’ work, and we 
do that—not ina patronising way, but because it's our duty 
toact as a focus for what's going on in these fields, particu 
larly in Bristol.” 

‘The Watershed has two cinemas specialising in new 
British and American independent releases; and a large 














life of the city centre is very important to us. 
‘And the café does a wonderful quiche. 


troubled waters: The Watershed 





TUCKED AWAY in the heart of Bristol's dockland is the 
Sculpture Shed, a ci ehouse that offers cheap 
Studio space ta local sculptors; nearby, its sister organisation 
Artspace does the same for local artists. 

Sculptor Trev Roberts, 26, is a founder member of the 
Sculpture Shed: ‘A place ‘lke this is obviously worthwhile; it 
means we can buy expensive equipment for things like weld- 
ing, forging and lathe wark, and share the cost between the 
members. Bristol is a great city to live and work in. There's 

nads going on and a lot of things like this place happening, 

He hasn't thought of a title for his curious creation, though, 
and describes it modestly as 'just an exercise in carving, real 
Iiitry to get a few pieces together and do an exhibition, 


AFEW YARDS from the Sculpture Shed, a stone's throw Away 
from Bristol City's ground, is The Orchard, a pub specialising 
inthe region’s most cherished brew, cider 
‘We serve nearly all cider,in this pub,’ explains landlord 
Maurice ‘Merch’ Merchant, ‘though we do a 
drop of beer every now and then. The stuff we serve is from 
Taunton ~a bit stronger than normal bottled cider. Three pints 
Of this stuff and you know you've had a drink 
Mike Rafter ‘Senior’ certainly has. As Beazer takes his pic: 
mates are taking the piss. ‘| know what they want, 
Mike —a picture of you buying us alia pint. 
And "He won't be selling no football coupons today — the 
could be from the social security, you know. 
Orchard's stopped serving the infamous 
brew ‘Natch’. According to Merch's wife Cath ‘it tums 
People into lunatics’ 


Levis in the sky 
with Cameron 
Balloon ads are flying high 


‘THEY'VE BLOWN UP a pair of Levis high and wide across 
the sky; they've built a monster-sized replica Harley- 
Davidson motorbike out of high-tenacity nylon; and if you 
happen to chance upon a castle floating round in the sky, 
the Bristol-based Cameron Balloons are probably respon- 
sible. 

Established by top balloonist Don Cameron in 1967, 
Cameron Balloons are now the biggest manufacturers of 
hot-air balloons in the world and supply balloons to 47 
countries. And the success of Cameron has made Bristol a 
mecca for balloonists; the annual balloon fiesta which the 
city hosts (this year held on 14-16 August) attracts about a 
quarter of a million visitors, 

Like many of Cameron's employees, director Phil Dun- 
nington is a keen balloonist himself 

‘Tgot into it like many people do, by going along to watch 
balloons, thinking I'd like to do it and getting a few friends 
together to chip in a bit of money to buy one, 

“The main attraction of ballooning is the opportunity to 
see the world from a totally different viewpoint. It's gentle, 
it's quiet and you have a totally unobstructed view of the 
world below. You're out in the air, not like being in a plane 
when you're shut in, and you can smell all the smells and |" ‘Some of the designs we're asked to turn into balloons 
hear all the sounds. That to me is the attraction. are very complicated, but because we've had so much 

Also, you never really know where you're going toland. | experience in it we're the only people in the world who 
Obviously you aim to land somewhere where you're not | have the technique to do the very complicated ones 
going to cause any damage or disturb anybody. Ithinkit's | ‘It's not so much creating the shape out of the material, 
the most pleasurable of aviation sports and certainly the | which is fairly straightforward, as getting the thing to 
safest. I've just got the figures from the Civil Aviation | inflate properly and fly safely. Each one has to get its cer 

Authority ~ and unlike things like parachuting, hang-glid- | tificate of airworthiness approved by the Civil Aviation 
ing, powered aeroplanes and gliding, there've been no | Authority, so you can't just make what you like and throw 


























‘Aballoon costs about the same asa single-page advertise- 
‘ment in a colour supplement and lasts for about five to ten 
years ~ depending on how you treat it — whereas a 
‘magazine ad lasts for only two or three days, 




























fatal accidents from ballooning in the last six years." itin the air 
But the lion's share of Cameron's business comes not | _ ‘So far, though, we haven't had to turn anybody down, I 

from pleasure punters but from commercial advertisers. | mean, if you can build a balloon in the shape of a Harley- > 
“A balloon is a very cheap form of advertising,’ says Phil. | Davidson you can do just about anything.” 
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FOOD 

Special K's corner of St Michael's Hill and Perry Road 
Cheap and cheerful, anda hip hangout for students, truant 
schoolkids and local luminaries. Proprietor Kosta Fiakkos 
cooks @ mean lasagne. 


HAIR 


Central Studio bottom of Christmas Steps, Centre Gate, 
Colston Avenue Tel: Bristol 292348 

Put your head in the hands of the gifted Gabbie and his 
team of skilled stylists. 











Papillons Nelson Street 
More upmarket (ie meatheads at the door wear suits and 
don't let you in if you're wearing jeans). Good fora serious 
night's posin’ till closin’. 


ALE ETC 

Moon Club Upper York Street 

Small, tinassuming; live music most nights, and no dress 
restrictions. 


Studio New Bristol Centre, Frogmore Street 
High-tech lasers and designer agers. Bit ofameat market 
at the weekend, but isn't everywhere? 


Tropie Hepbum Road restaurant owner | ene ot as Tt cae 
Packed at the weekends, good atmosphere of Special honour for those who can sink them alin one night 





‘The Glass Boat restaurant 





heart of the commercial city centre, a builder with a sideline in 
outside catering, a horticulturalist and a legion of hungry insur 
ance workers? 

‘A: A successful floating restaurant . . . presumably with some 
neat flower arrangements. 

Built from an empty shell by Magnus Macdonald and his 
partner Amie, furnished with bits and pieces from all around 
(windows from the Courage brewery, ladies" loo door from the 
Royal hotel, lights from Royal Insurances, etc), The Glass 
Boat restaurant has been open for five months, 

Magnus insists that the floating trough is more than a gim 
mick. ‘We're a proper Bristol restaurant, servicing an area in 
which there's a good demand for business lunches and a 
place to eat well relatively cheaply. If it was just a gimmick 
‘we'd have nautical knick-knacks and pictures of ships all over 
the wall 


dusk Venue thought it was safe to go back to 
the newsagent’s 


AN ESSENTIAL guide to what's going on in both Bristol and 
Bath is Venue, the fortnightly local listings magazine run by an 
enthusiastic and on-the-case team of drunkards and Bristol 
Rovers fans. 

Now jn its third year, Venue reflects and reinforces the 
strength of Bristol's arts/music/cultural scene, and it's one of 
the country's most successful listings magazines. 

“There's alothappening in Bristol, says Deputy Editor Dave 
Higaitt, ‘and it’s up to us to encourage that and try to get as 
‘many people as possible aware of things like the music scene 
and get involved init. 

“We're sometimes criticised for going overboard in praising 
local bands like The Brilliant Corners and Chorchazade, but | 
think it's important for us to encourage local talent as much as 
possible. It would be stupid for us to just slag everything of.” 

Dave is one of the many who came to Bristol as a student 
and never left 

"It's a great place to live. The people are friendly; it's a big 
‘enough city for there to be a lot going on, but it's cosier, less, 
dangerous in a way, than places like Liverpool and Manches- 
ter. People go on about St Paul's, but it's not a ghetto or a 
‘no-go area; the media tends to give a distorted image of things 
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There’s no need to shoot yourself in the head when you’re wearing an 
LM cap and T-shirt! 
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DESIGNED = 
BY PEOPLE 
Wity HEADS 
FOR PEOPLE 
WITH HEADS 






Guaranteed to make you talk of the 
town, life and soul of the party, totally 
irresistible and fantastically brainy — 
but Fiorucci stuff is so expensive, isn’t 
it? LM-wear can’tdo any of these won- 
derful things, but it’s pretty serviceable 
and we’ve gotsizes to fit anyone.t And \ 
it’s sort of attractive, and actually, it 
doesn’t cost very much either. So why 
hang around? Order today 
(lots of them). 
+ Except super-big body builders. 
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GODLESS TIMES indeed. 
Since Tlast wrote, the 
Special Branch have 
entered the property of the 
British Broadcasting 
Corporation and taken 
documents, in a politically- 
motivated quest for 
retribution against an 
investigative journalist and 
his sources. 

‘And in the same month, 
the Chief Constable of one 
of the largest police forces 
in the country has said he 
believes making paranoid 
psychotic comments about 
AIDS victims swimming in 
a cesspit of their own 
immorality may be doing 
God's will. Bad craziness. 

But this talk of religion 
set me thinking. What has 
dominated this column for 
the last few months? Sex. 
Sex - from the frigid 
Californian style to 
‘Sweden's frozen but hot 
climate. Well, it's about 
time we gave it a rest. 

‘That Great Editor In The 
Sky has been dropping the 
odd hint in my direction. 
‘There was the booklet that 
was slipped into my hand 
as Isat nursing a hangover 
ona busrecently. It'sa buff. 
coloured publication, called 
The Law Of God, and sure 
enough it’s filled with 
enough divine retribution 
to keep the most brazen 
sinner awake and sweating 
at night. 

What lam getting 
at... what Lam being 
told . is that this column 
needs some spiritual 
values. The forces of evil 
are all around us — and 
when the big day comes, 
we're going to have to get 
ourassesingearifwe'reto 
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Hunter § Minson’s 


Join our man witha stone tablet as he 
goes back to fundamentals ... . 


In search of 
the New Messiah 


avoid the eternal fire, 
brimstone and Bon Jovi 
records. That's what first 
attracted me to the 
newspaper advertisement 
that announced ‘The Christ 
isin the World’ 

Now there is one thing 
that you have to realise 
when you go getting mixed 
up in religion and that is 
that you must never, ever 
piss around with God. Add 
to that a second 
commandment: tread very 
carefully when you piss 
around with those who 
claim to be God's 
representatives on earth. 

‘There are reasons for 
these two simple rules, 
First ofall, it's unbelievably 
easy to dump on religious 
belief from a great height. 
‘And those who make 
religion such an easy target 
are often the ones who 
claim to be doing God's 
work. Religions attract 
cooks and crooks, from the 
cynical manipulators to the 
totally screwed-up, 
stopping only to say ‘Hi' to 
the gullible millions in 
between, 

But saying that religion 
itselfisa crock of shitislike 
saying you don't like the 
record industry because it's 
built on bribery, corruption 
and exploitation, Religionis 
inano-win situation—ithas 
to be big and prominent to 
gather followers, and yet 
any organisation on that 
scale is open to corruption. 

So if you distinguish 
between religion and 
churches, you may get 
nearer to some sort of truth. 
But it’s a truth you have to 
discover for yourself, which 
means not dismissing 





anything without 
investigation. Which brings 
us to the second 
commandment 

People who believe they 
are messengers of God 
tend to be understandably 
devoted, and if they think 
you're pissing them around 
youmay well get into one of 
those 15-rounds/three- 
falls-or-submissions 
doorstep bouts so beloved 
of Jehovah's Witnesses! 
But it's better to thrash it 
out—because ifyou dismiss 
all the claims immediately, 
you may just miss out on 
that new voice in the 
wilderness. Which is why 
my attomey and I were 
wandering round the. 
frozen wilderness of Brick 
Lane in London's East End, 
in search of salvation. 

T'dphoned the number in 
the advertisement the day 
hefore—or, more 
accurately, the night 
before. Benjamin Creme, 
the voice at the other end, 
certainly hadn't sounded 
like the complete yo-yo I'd 
half-expected, and though 
he did express surprise at 
the late hour of my call, he 
didn’t let on what he must 
have thought . .. that the 
drugs-and-drink-crazed 
person calling himself a 
journalist on the other end 
of the line was in need of, 
psychiatrichelp. Afterall, it 
was midnight! 

But then, if you're a 
prophet of the New 
Messiah, you've got to 
‘expect the odd interruption 
of your daily routine. 
‘There's no guarantee that 
the Second Coming is 
peneilled in for 2.30 on a 
‘Thursday afternoon 
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My notes from my 
conversation with 
Benjamin Creme are fairly 
incomprehensible and my 
memories of it are worse, 
but this is what Tcan 
decipher: Maitreya, the 
Christ, is actually working 
‘among the Asian 
community, in the Brick 
Lane area, at this very 
moment. He's a teacher of 
sorts, people come to him 
foradvice, and his 
feputation is spreading 
throughout the community. 
He's known as a very 
special man. 

But I thought there was 
something in the Bible 
about not hiding your light 
under a bushel. Ben Creme 





has the answer, It seems 
thatin thenext twoto three 
months the Messiah is 
going to go public — and, 
true to the times, he'll 
appear on TV worldwide 
via the marvels of satellite. 
Ididn't dare suggest that 
there's a danger the mass 
of couch-potatoes will 
mistake the Second 
Coming for just another 
episode of Dallas. 

Don't talk about having 
sided with the Catholics 
only to find that God is an 
Orangeman, either. The 
‘Messiah is the embodiment 
of all religious groups, 
according to Creme, And 
His message sounds sane. 
changes in society that will 
lead to more sharing. Ican't 
see Thatcher liking it! 

"How did you get the 
enviable job of PRto the Son 
Of God?" I asked Creme. 
After all it's not the sort of 
thing you'd expect to see 
advertised in Monday's 
Guardian, 

‘Tt started in 1959," 
Creme explained to me 
with extreme patience. ‘A 
disciple of His in the 
Himalayas contacted me 
He added that now many 
journalists are prepared for 
the Messiah. ‘By the way, 
when's your deadline?’ he 
asked, 

'Oh~real soon, 'I said, 
trying to sound like a hard- 
pressed hack, and rang off, 
letting him get back to his 
sleep. 

So it was that my 
attorney and I met, to 
discuss how we were to 
join the ranks of those 
Prophetic journalists, in a 
dark panelled bar, just off 
Oxford Street, surrounded 
by tourists, We were 
drinking lager with 
bourbon chasers, to get 
into a suitably spiritual 
frame of mind, when my 
attorney pointed out that 
recognisingMessiahs isnot 
something that either of us 
had had much practice at. 
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‘Our Minson Of Perpetual Bourbon 








Itwas for this very reason 

that I'd asked him along. 1 
wanted a legal mind with 
me. The night before had 
left me fairly crazed, and I 
reckoned the skills of a 
trained barrister could only 
betothe good, ifby chance 
we should find the 
Messiah, 

*So what do you 
Suggest?" I asked him, 
“Think biblical,” he 
suggested. ‘That particular 
bestseller must be packed 
with clues." And yes, the 
Son Of God did go in for 
some fairly flashy 
behaviour. However, the 
papers hadn't been. 
overcrowded with tales of 
miracles in the environé of 
Aldgate 
Station . . . probably 
because none of the cast of 
EastEnders was involved 

We drew up a plan of 
action. We'd start at a 
swimming pool. I'd involve 
the attendant in some 
general conversation, so as 
not to make him suspicious, 
then casually ask if any of 
their punters had taken to 
walking on the water 
rather than swimming 
through it 

We were going to try the 
same tactic with fish shops. 
“Hi, 'd like a bag of chips. 
And by the way, you've not 
had anyone order a couple 
of pieces of cod and a roll, 
then feed the crowd of 
West Ham supporters 
outside, have you?" Off 
licences were a possibility, 
too. Big party. People 
comingin asking forbottles 
of... water! These could 
all be valuable pointers, 

Of course, when it came 
to lepers, the whole thing 
got more complex. You can 
hardly go up to somebody 
in the street and say, 
‘Excuse me, are you a leper 
oris that just a bad case of 
acne? But as my attorney 
(by now asking for pints of 
Jim Beam) pointed out, we 
wouldn't be looking for 








lepers so much as cured 
lepers. I wasn't convinced 
itwouldbe anyeasiertogo 
up to somebody and ask if 
they'd ever heen a leper, 
though. 

‘Stopping only to pick up 
a bottle of Jim Beam 
(because, my attorney 
slurred, He might want to 
turn itinto water), wedrove 
off toward the East End. I 
was still uncertain that 
we'd got enough to go on. 

"What about gold, 
frankincense and myrrh?" 
my attorney suggested. 

‘What? On Lm expenses? 
‘They'll try not to pay forthe 
drinks.” 

“But we should have a 
gift for Him." 

‘Okay,’ I said, ‘there's a 
shop. 

‘Two minutes later we 
were out on the street 
again, armed with a 
Crunchie bar, a packet of 
jess sticks and some throat 
Pastilles. Neither of us 
knew what myrrhis, butwe 
thought it sounded vaguely 
medicinal, so a pack of 
Fisherman's Friends 
seemed like a reasonable 
substitute. 

"You're not just going to 
go up to people and ask if 
they've seen the New. 
Messiah, are you?’ said my 
attorney incredulously, 
taking another swig from 
the bottle, 

“Just you see. I'ma 
trained investigative 
journalist,’ I shouted back 
as [strode across the street, 

Half an hour later we 
were cold and no closer to 
the New Messiah, The 
most satisfaction we'd had 
‘was pissing on top of a 
multistorey car park—a 
physical relief, but nobody 
has ever suggested the 
bladderis a spiritual organ. 
My questioning had 
received the odd look, but 
no firm leads. We could 
have done with, ‘Oh yes, try 
the next street on the left, 
There's a bit of a crowd 
He's the guy with thehaio, 

Brick Lane seemed a 
particularly godless area 
‘There were boxes of 
decaying fruit from 
Spitalfields market 
everywhere. ‘Tt could be a 
sign,’ I said hopefully. “A 
reminder ofthe frailty ofthe 
flesh,” 

‘Tt could be waiting for 
the street-cleaners,’ my 
attorney said. We also 
found a church, but its 
doors were closed and a 
notice said the building had 
been condemned, 

Wemeta few down-and- 
outs. One sidled uptousas 
Istood taking a picture. 
“Excuse me, he said, ‘Can! 
help you?’ A sudden 
thought went through my 








brain, Could it be that the 
Messiah was about to 
declare himself to us 
through one of His 
disciples? After all, during 
the First Coming He'd hung 
out with the layabouts and 
hippies. 

‘Sure,’ I smiled, ‘We're 
looking for the New 
Messiah. 

But instead of the look of 
enlightened bliss I'd hoped 
for, received an 
expression of slight panic. 
‘Tthinkyou should asichim, 
there,’ he said nervously, 
pointing vaguely into the 
distance. Then he tumed 
tail and scampered away, 
without even trying tobum 
the price of a cup of tea, 
‘Strange person,’ said my 
attorney, taking another 
mouthful from the bottle. 

Tstopped and tured to 
him. It was getting dark. A 
good journalist will chase a 
storytotheendofthe earth 
ifneed be ~but it was 
freezing cold and the pubs 
would be opening again 
soon. ‘What say we call it a 
day?! Lasked. 

He looked at the last 
quarter-inch of bourbon, 
then briskly raised the 
bottle to his lips. ‘Sounds 
fine by me,’ he said, ‘Just 
let's ask him over there 

Him over there-the 
tramp stood warming 
himself by a fire, madefrom 

nge baxes from the 
market, He eyed us 
suspiciously as we 
approached, ‘No 
photographs,’ he said. 

“Excuse me, said, 
trying to look as 
trustworthy as possible, 
‘we've heard that the New 
Messiah is working 
somewhere in this area, Do 
you happen toknow where 
we might find Him?’ 

The tramp exploded in 
rage. ‘New Messiah! First 
you've got to find the Old 
Messiah, 

“Er, thank you,’ said my 
attorney, dragging me 
away. The tramp watched 
us fade into the distance, 

It’s now several days 
later and at last the 
deadline has arrived. But 
U'mleft thinking that maybe 
the tramp was right 
Perhaps we didn't 
approach the task in quite 
the right frame of mind, 

Tthink I can understand 
why the Messiah wouldn't 
want to present Himself to 
us, even though we were 
willing to offer Him the 
cover of this magazine. So 
we'll carry on looking. And 
Til keep an eye on the TV, 
‘waiting for that very 
special announcement. 
Providing They don't 
crucify Him with the 











Official Secrets Act frst. 


Apri 1987 LIME oO 8S 


TWO W 


You may be used to busting a gut in’ Rees eer ess ee 
PoC P att OC as este tee Rem tae like 
Prod eenCec nti r 
era ae et ecset ie 
Rope Bote ee eM State ecg 
fit maniacs and Serious sportsmen: 
And Boles Clee e Ronse tele dy 
ear’s savings on hitech equipment 
before you can get offyourbike — allit 
Wo Wakes iftwo wheels, Afew tools and 
Pe eis 
— ee Se ye eens THE ROUGH 
Sel: poe eS eRe ep apttes f: destination 
Nt oo Sy neta cpa ses ne oa eter 
ae DB ets7 th Bou ead est Africa, d 








WEST AFRICA 


RICHARD TRILLO is our man in 
savannah 


ing been warned of our 
existence by bush tele- 
graph — or, more likely, by 
{theoceasional passing torry 

Inthe hills we saw 
steaming valleys of brilliant 
jungle, andacresofbanana 
treesand sugarcane onthe 
slopes, Hombills dipped 
across the road and mon. 
keys scattered from our 
path. Weate plantains (like 
huge, unripe bananas) in all 
their roadside varieties — 
fried, grilled, roast, boiled ~ 
andnearer the coast we gat 
to know coconuts well. 

We became Coke 
addicts, expert at tracking 
down the signs of a fridge ~ 

‘2 humming generator or 
trails of cables strung 


peans could possibly be 
cycling through Africa by 
choice, 

‘Was everything okay? 
Where was our car? Where 
were our children? What 
‘was our mission? Our tale 
that we'd cycled from 
Ouagadougou, hundreds of 
kilometers to the north, 
was obviously a smoke 
screen. Just what were we 
trying to discover? 

By the time we finally got 
tothe beach ~ an almost 
nauseatingly perfect palm- 
fringed paradise ~ we were 
old hands. Three more 
months looping through 
‘Nigeria, stunningly beauti- 
ful and fascinating as ever, 
we took in our strides. We 
got to know several Nige- 


rian lorry drivers wellas we 
crawled our way back 
north ~ and they came in 
useful when we were 
really stuck 

What finally stopped us 
in our tracks was the rain, 
We realised we had to give 
up when we found ourse- 
Ives hiking up a near-verti- 
cal escarpment into Came- 
roon in a torrential thun: 
derstorm in pursuit of two 
porters who were carrying 
‘our bikes on their heads. 

We cleaned the mud off 
the Phoenixes and sold 
them two weeks later — our 
tears dried by the profit 
margin — to the gardeners 
at the British Embassy in 
Yaoundé. 





through the trees. 
Finding clean water was 


“It’s not half as crazy as it sounds 


* Give away half your belongings 











half my spokes collapsed 
suddenly, outside the vil: 
age of Prang. I pushed my 
crippled mount up to the 
mango tree in the village 
centre and found that 
Prangis the bike-repair and 
rejuvenation centre for the 
whole of northern Ghana 
Withanamelikethat ithad 
tobe. 

A little further on, half- 
asleep in the usual oon 
glade of mango trees, we 
heard the primal crackling 
of fire advancing through. 
the bush. In the minutes it 
took to gather our stuff the 
fire swooped around us and 
the only exit was onto the 
road, where locals were 
desperately trying to save 
their trees. 

‘The fires are deliberately 
started to encourage new 
growth after the rains, and 
for miles the ground was 
dusty with a layer of fine 
black soot, 

Things were more wel- 
coming further south, and 
whole villages tumed out 
toyelland waveat us, hav- 


sometimes a hassle, but 
finding somewhere to 
camp was always easy. 
And though our meetings 
with people were usually 
brief, they were always 
infectiously good- 
humoured, They would 
never believe two Euro- 


Take a tent 





carrying water 











“Take a kerosene lamp and an old: 


Keep taking malaria tablets 
Don't lose your pump 


plasticolljarfor 
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GREG WARD spent six weeks last 
summer cycling round Brittany, at the 
northwestern tip of France 


I'D NEVER thought of try- | goat or the weird eroded 











ing a cycling holiday tl! | pinkrocksin Petros Guirrec 
wentona60-mile charity | in the north 

bike-ride and found how It's not the sights that 
easyitis. Youjustsitonthe | matter, though ~ the cycl- 
bike forabitlonger than | ing itself becomes addic- 


usualandendup miles from | tive. For once in your life 
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about 40 miles aday takes | you don't have to wait 
amazingly little effort, and} hoursforthe only bus of the 
kes foragreat cheap | day, which doesn’t go 
y where you want to go any: 
when Thit Brittany! | way. It's rare to find a hill 
didn't plan a route to fol: too big to climb, and if you 
low - if anywhere sounded | do you can always walk it 
interesting, I just went and there's not a feeling in 
there, andifIgotintoacon- | the world to beat coasting 
| versation, Istayed talking. | downhill or speeding along 
| Onemanshowedmeagar- | the flat. 
age full of deafening | And you can always find 
mechanical musical instru- | somewhere to stay in Brit 
ments,anothershowedme | tany, though if your French 
@ vast collection of rusted | isn’t brilliant some people 
oldEnglish bikes, including | take great delight in pre: 
one inthe shape ofafire- | tending not to understand 
man’s helmet. An ancient | what you're saying. (It can 
white-bearded sailor told | driveyoumad, being forced 
me the meaning of life to repeat ‘une chambre 
(you'll just have to find it | overandoveragaininevery 
ut for yourself) conceivable accent, while 
‘Summer days with fresh- | the whole village gathers 
bread-and-fruit picnics on | round and tries to guess 
the green verges of tiny what you could possibly 
roads... a mouse that want.) 
crept into my pannier and All towns have at lea: 
came along for the one hotel, and if there are 
ride... purple and yellow | two of you it shouldn't cost 
heather on windy elifftops, | more than three or four 
islands in the distance and | pounds each, There are 
the sandy beaches plenty of youth hostels, and 
| below... a paininthe also gites d'etape ~ very 
bur | cheap communal dor: 
You can get a ferry to mitories for travellers. You 
either of two ports in Brit- | can get lists from the local 
















tany, St Malo or Roscoff, Syndicats D Initiative 
Thefareislow, yourbikeis | (tourist office) wherever 

carried free, and you're you are. 

readytobike offintoFrance | Or you could camp — but 
the same day, From one atentand sleeping hag will 
port tothe other isabout | weigh you down. It’s not 


three days eycling, andthe | much fun hauling yourself 
southern coast is only two | uphillsonabike festooned 
days away, soinaweekyou | withexcess panniers, bags, 





an get anywhere you like. | and strapped-on kitchen 
Youcouldheadinsearchof | sinks. 

the Fountain Of Eternal ‘There are holiday resorts 
Youth in the Forest Of in Brittany — chic expen- 





Paimpont near Rennes (it's | siveoneslike LaBaule, and 
there somewhere, but you | cosylittle seaside towns all 
do feel rather dumb wheel- | round the coast. The 

ing your bike along a forest | beaches are there if you 




















track and asking a bent old | want them, too; but really, 
womanwithahugebundle | onacycling holiday you just 
of sticks for the way tothe | keep on moving, and that's 
Fountain OfEternal Youth). | the joy ofit, Justas well—in 
You can explore the Brittany there's nonightlife 
ancient megalithic sites to speak of, and everyone 
and stone pyramids, deep | goes to bed at sunset. 
in the heather around the In one town where I 
Gulf Of Morbihan in the stayed, Saturday night 
south; follow the rivers meant oneopen café where 
through the centre, and the only other customer 
swiminthetree-linedLake | was a large white hamster 
Guerledan; tour the wild | And he hardly said a word 


st of Finisterre; or see | all night 
the insane forest of Huel- Teame back from France 
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bulging with muscles I'd | Thad toberestrained onthe 
never even known existed, | ferry from going down to 
and healthier thanT'dever | the car deck and cycling 
been, though I'd been pig- | roundand round, justtouse 
ging myselfonallthat won- | up some of my new-found 
derful Breton seafood. And | energy. 





Brittany Ferries operate services from Plymouth to Ros- 
coff and from Portsmouth to St Malo — contact them at 
Wharf Road, Portsmouth Tel: Portsmouth 827701. Onboth 
runs the single fare with bike is £26, and at the same cost 
there's alsoa special excursion fare allowing up to 60 hours 
in France. British Rail carry bikes free if you've got aticket 
for yourself. 

‘And you can send your bike anywherein Franceby train 
for 30 franes, as long as you havea train ticket yourself — so 
you can take a train south and cycle back north. Most 
French railway stations also hire out very good bikes quite 
cheaply. And you can return the bike to any station, not 
just the place where you hired it. 













BRITAIN 


Cycling from home is even less 
complicated than going abroad 


need to do to take a cycling holiday in Britain is 
one morning with theurgetogo . .. and go. Take 
sd with bike routes 
‘nance Survey 
lide, Penguin £3.95), and you might 
up somewhere worth getting to, with a youth hostel 
her chea! jodation in which to recover from your 
And even if you don’t fancy a holiday in the rain and 
smog, it's trying at least a day's outir 
commit yourself tc s in the saddle, just to prove to. peop ike 
an doit. mewh d : railing 
head offin the morning, look around, and. ye i syed 
surprise yourself. 
Almost every town has abike club which organises days 
out ~ normally 
spot and ride around there. The routes range from dead 
easy (to the pub and back) to severe mountain-climbing, 
atthe end e 3 aslap-uptea. Fun, 
huh? 


Got detail al bike shop or from the 
Cyclists Touring Club (69 Mead Row, Godalming, Surrey 
GU7 3HS Tel: Godalming 7217), which has branches 
hout Britain. They also organise longer tours around 
trips abroad — even to Nepal, they claim. 
jeneral information check out Cycling magazine, 
hhat's happening near you 
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most part, and not specially 
interesting — and across 
the barrier dam, which pro- 
tects much of the country 
from flooding, 

‘Thisis the most gruelling 
part of any trip, with the 
Lssel Lake basking calm 
and untroubled to one side, 
the North Sea surging 
ominously on the other — 
and, always, the wind tug- 
ging at your wheels with 
alarming gusto, 

(On the other side of the 
dam lies Friesland, one of 
Holland's overwhelmingly 
flat areas, cut by lakes and 
giving access to someofthe 
country’s most beautiful 
countryside in the islands 
which lie just offshore. You 
can walk across to these if 
the tide's out and you're 
brave — an activity known 
as wadlopen and not to be 
tried without an experi- 
enced guide. 

Regular ferries will take 


you and your bike for a 
small fee, too, and cycling 
conditions on the islands 


justload your bike onto. 
train in Leeuwarden, the 
Frisiancapital, and take the 


are perfect, Here, perhaps easy way back to Amster- 
morethananywhereelsein dam, three hours to the 
Europe, the cyclist isking south. 

(queen?); cars are actually Or go just a few miles 


forbidden onacoupleofthe further east to northern 
islands, andallthe locals Germany and, beyond, 
use bikes, Denmark ~ more excelient 


If you've made it this far, 
youmight have had enough 
of the buffeting wind ~ so 


cycling country. A couple of 
days, and you could be in 
Copenhagen... 


Rates per person with bike on Sealink's Harwich-Hook of 
Holland service range from £23 to £26 one-way; British 
Rail ferries carry bikes for free; Netherlands Railways 
charge two or three quid for the bike per journey. 

But it's a lot easier — and cheaper ~ to hire your bike 
when you get out there. Most towns, even the very smal- 
lest, have bike-hire shops, and all Dutch railway stations 
rent out machines for around £2 day or £8.a week (lessif 
you have a valid train ticket), plus a £15-£70 deposit (at 
some of the small private firms a passport will do just as 
‘well, though), 

Further information and details of all-in packages —hir- 
ing a bike complete with panniers, route description and 
maps ~ from the Netherlands Board Of Tourism, 25-28 
Buckingham Gate, London SW1 Tel: 
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everything that might go wrong — 
e ng 
vas hyoucan cycle for amonth without anything going 
tll, there are bike shops everywh ifyou' 
sitting hopeless inthe dust atthe side ofthe ional: Pentay 
direction. n 


waving an oily ragin the genetal of 
your mangled 
ack wheel, chances are some caravanner will turn et 


sort a 
Zoucut with acupofteaandacomplete socket set and 


jfichard's Bicycle Book (Pan £3.95) makes good reading 


while you wait for help—and if 
SoU RNaH help andifyougerround oreadingit 


























CALLING ALL CYCLISTS! Being the caring, sharing 
magazine you've grown tolove, LM has acquired a unique 
piece of technological wizardry to give away as a token of 
our respect for you cyclists’ devil-may-care, get-out-in-the- 
cycle-lane-and-breathe-in-that-lead attitude. 

‘We're giving away a BIKE WITH BRAINS! 

‘The Raleigh bike people are a hundred years old this year 
— well, no, not all of them, you know what we mean —and 
tocelebrate they've produced the Sensor, an all-singing, 
all-dancing high-tech fitness machine with an onboard 
‘computer. 

It’s painted a brilliant white with subtle shades of gre’ 
andred here and there. (GoFaster and Danger, Driver Eat 
ing Yorkie transfers are, alas, not standard on this model.) 

For about £145, you could buy this lightweight, ten- 
‘speed bile with a computer measuring time, speed and 
distances. 


OR YOU COULD WINIT WITH um. 

‘We've got one of these bikes to giveaway (though who'll 
‘wrapitand take it down to the post office isa rather thorny 
subject on Grovel Hill). Just answer these insultingly sim- 
ple questions and the bike could be yours: 








1) According to The Rough Guides' bicycle travel feature 
(Lm page 86), what do you need to take a cycling holiday 
in Britain? 


2) What do The Rough Guides advise you don'tlose when 
youtakea cycle safariin West Africa? (Pervy answers will 
be ignored. 


3) Siouxsie And The Banshees hada recent cycling hit with 
This Wheel’s On Fire. Who wrote it? 


4) Which Tory MP advocates cycling as the solution to 
unemployment? 


5) Queen had a hit in 1978 with a song about bikes. What 
was it called? 


6) And because we want to make sure this bikes going to 
the right sort of person, we'd like you to complete this, 
tiebreaker: 


I think I'm the right person to own a Raleigh Sensor 
because... 





In up to thirty words, tell us why you should win the 
Raleigh Sensor; and when you're sure, send your entry to 
ONE OF THOSE WITH A BELL PLEASE COMPETITION, 
Lm, PO Bax 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 IDB toreach us by 
16 April—no later. Get pedalling. 








Steve Martin in 
Littie Shop Of Horrors 


you get served with a bet- big-budget film, And it's 
fer class of roast-beef one ofthe funniest, most 
sandwich, the film is likely gD entertaining movies I've 
DAVID CHEAL looks at the month's _| toe pretty unpalatabe th Senor year 
cinematic crop — sex, cute kids and —_| jedupeneeseoothallsand Horrors? The plot, basic- 
dead ones, monsters, Deep Meaning, | svangenauash chancessre alyis thi: busines ad 
the end of the world, Sly Stallone, ie New York's Skid Row, and 
cheese footballs and Bojolay Noovo. | * Such was the case with owner Charlie Mushniteis 
my first lm this month fon the point of making his 
‘Thecoffee dished upatthe staff, Audrey and Seynnour 











ANOTHER MONTH, people like Oliver Reed, Sunday morning preview of redundant. Then, while 
another dozen glasses of |_| Paul McGann and Mary Little Shop of Horrors (di Seymour is making the 
Beaujolais, another clutch | Whitehouse. rected by Frank Oz) was rounds of the flower 

of films, Not a bad bunch Andinmyforaysintothe | atrocious; the film is a wholesalers, there's an 

this month, with a good basements of Soho, I've classic. eclipse of the sun and a 
selection of comedy, adven- | stumbled on a previously This story of a boy, agit! peculiar plant appears out 

ture and a bit of heavy unknown law of nature. and a man-eating plant side one of the shops 

drama thrown in. T've decided to call it from outer space was firsta Seymour buys the plant, 

That's the nice thing Cheal's Inverse Law Of cult American B-movie, and putsit inthe window of 
about working from UM's | Gastronomic And Cinema- | made by Roger Corman in ‘Mushnik's flower shop. Its 
Londonoffice; wemaybea | ticReliability.Itgoesasfol- | 1960. Then it was a suc- effect on business is extra 
long way from the throb- | lows: thequality ofthefood | cessful off-Broadway and ordinary, and Seymour 
bing heart of Newsfield’s | anddrinkserved atafilm | West End musical for years, becomes an overnight 
operation in Ludlow, but | previews inversely prop- | Now (with three new songs celebrity. But the plant 
Wwedogettoseesomegood | ortionaltothequality ofthe | andsomealterationstothe wants its pound of flesh: .. |b 






Confused? Incredibly, it 





films 





meet some nice | film being shown. Thus, if | script) it's beenmadeintoa 
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works, but I'm not really 
sure what the magic ingre- 
dient is, Little Shop Of Hor- 
rorsisn't exactly spoof, pas: 
tiche ora send-up, but 
everything is stylised, 
eccentric, just that little bit 
over the top~ from the way 
Seymour walks to the 
Greek chorus of three girlie 
backing singers who lurkin 
the background for most of 
the film. Ellen Greene 
recreates her stage charac- 
ter of Audrey ina perfor 
mance of real class; she's a 
teetering blonde with a 
heart ofgold anda taste for 
high heels, leopard-skin 
skirts and dreadful nylon 
bedspreads. 

And the songs are great. 
‘The scene with the sadistic 
dentist (played with gleeful 
maliciousness by Steve 
Martin) and the masochis~ 
tic patient had me in con- 
vulsions, The skid-row set 
(built inside Pinewood 
Studios) is magnificent. 
And Levi Stubbs (of the 
Four Tops) provides the 
plant with a voice (yes, it 
talks — and sings!) which is 
gutsy and desperate. Iwas 
moved, thrilled, [laughed 
myself silly and I went 
away witha nice warm feel 
ing and a host of great 
tunes swimming round in 
my head. Go see. 














‘The blurb for Personal 
Services (directed by Terry 
Jones) says it's ‘inspired 
by’ the life of Cynthia 
Payne, who ran the notori 
‘us Luncheon Voucher 
brothel in Streatham (and 
now carries business cards 
with the legend Cynthia 
Payne LV). 

‘Julie Waiters plays Chris- 
tine Painter, who earns her 
crust (and pays forherteen- 
age son's school fees) by 
waitressing and renting 
out flats to prostitutes. 

At first she regards her 
tenants with a mixture of 
distaste and curiosity, but 
eventually Christine her 
selfhas to take up prostitu 
tion to pay the rent, and 
after a few hiccups she 
becomes established inthe 
vice world, Christine makes 
a speciality out of catering 
for men’s more eccentric 
preferences and, along 
with her friend Shirley 
(Shirley Stelfox), sets up 
shop in suburban 
Streatham 

‘This is a very funny film. 
And the hilarity is usually at 
the expense of the men, 
most of whom are the kind 
of pathetic lowlife charac- 
ters you can spot hanging 
around the peepshows of 
Soho. Christine, mystified 
by their bizarre sexual 








tastes (one man likes to be 
dressed from head to toein 
rubber, hound and gagged, 
then locked away in a cup: 
board), takes pity on her 
customers — though this 
doesn't stop her making a 
handsome living at their 
expense. 

But though we have 
plenty of laughs, Personal 
Services is a very sad film, 
For the social and sexual 
misfits of London (judges, 
diplomats and a double 
glazing salesman) the 
house in Streatham 
becomes a sanctuary, a 
place of blessed relief, 
where they can actout their 
fantasies, dress how they 
choose and mix with like- 
minded citizens, people 
who, in all other respects, 
are perfectly normal (in 
fact, the film begs the ques: 
tion: just what s normal?). 

It's moving to see these 
men achieve sexual fulfl- 
ment, but there's some- 
thing rather tawdry and 
pathetic about the way 
they have to achieve it, 
Surely it's something to do 
with the way these extraor- 
dinary goings-on take place 
in such a respectable, 
lower-middle-class setting 

‘And Christine's 
anguished relationship 
with her father, which 











reaches an all-time low 
when she announces to 
him (at her sister's wed. 
ding) that she’s a prosti- 
tute, gets almost too pain: 
ful to watch. 

Director Terry Jones, 
whose unerring eye for the 
tacky and the surreal is a 
source of constant enter 
tainment, passes few judg: 
ments; ifthe film has a 
‘message’, it's simply that 
there's nowt so queer as 
(men}folk. 

He'll probably come 
under fire from intellectual 
film erities for not produc- 
inga sociosexual/economic 
eritique of the politics of 
prostitution, but rightly 
Jones leaves his audience 
to come to their own con: 
clusions. His only mistake 
was including a ‘fantasy 
sequence’ sparked off by 
the cover of a glossy 
women's magazine; 
there's no need for cinema 
tic clichés when your story 
and your characters are as 
ich and strong as these. 

Americans get very sen- 
timental about the past 
especially the Fifties, and 
Stand By Me (directed by 
RobReiner) isthe latest ina 
‘wolter of films about kids 
growing up inasmall town 
in the Fifties. But in this, 
film, the 'kids' are no more 
than 12 years old. 

Based on a Stephen King 
story, Stand By Me is the 
tale of four young buddies. 
One ofthem eavesdropson 
a conversation involving 
his elder brother and hears 
that the body of a missing 
local teenagers lying afew 
miles away, next to the rail 
way line. 

The kids decide it would 
be a pretty neat idea to go 
off and ‘discover’ the body. 
‘That way they can experi 
ence the perverse thrill of 
seeing a dead body at first 
hand, and they can also 
claim the glory for discover 
ing the corpse. So we follow 
their adventures as they 
tramp through the beauti- 
ful forests, mountains and 
swamps of Oregon on a 
two-day journey to find the 
corpse, 

‘The kids are all what's 
‘commonly called ‘well- 
drawn' characters. It 
often difficult to tell the dif 
ference between a well 
drawn character and a 
stereotype, but these par- 
ticular youngsters remain 
sufficiently human and 
unpredictable to avoid that 
label. There's a fat stupid 
kid; a thin, intelligent, sen- 
sitive kid (the author); a 
crazy, reckless kid; and a 
kid who's sharp but trou: 
bled and hard-done-by. 

‘Stand By Me is a charm 
ing but uneventful little 








yarn, with a denouement 
about as tense as old 
knicker elastic, There are 
‘some good gags, splendid 
performances from the 
kids’ (particularly River 
Phoenix as Chris Cham: 
bers) and a perceptive if 
hackneyed look at those 
long, hot, summer school 
holidays, 

But I found the bullying 
elder brother (played by 
KieferSutherland, Donald's 
son) and his cronies just too 
nasty to be credible. And 
Stand By Me is punctuated 
by ashockingly inept, ham: 
fisted narration, oozing 
sentiment, which brought 
bile to my throat. 

Andat the end of the film, 
we cutto the present day 
the author, played by 
Richard Dreyfuss, is writing 
his experiences up on a 
word processor, As he gets 
up to go outside to play 
with his kids (who are 
about the same age as the 
characters in the story—get 
the irony?) he switches off 
the word processor without 
saving. I worried all the 
way home about how much 
of the story he had to 
rewrite, 

Children Of A Lesser 
Godwas one of those plays 
Ididn't go see because it 
sounded off-puttingly 
‘worthy’—I shy away from 
anything ‘about’ some 
issue or other (in this case 
deafness), because the 
message can take over at 
the expense of the plot and 
the characters. 

But my suspicions were 
unfounded, because 
though the film of Children 
Of A Lesser God (directed 
by Randa Haines) is ‘about 











People, not Messages: 
Marlee Matlin in 
Children OFA Lesser God 


deafness, it's also ‘about’ | Marlee Matlin, who is her 
extremely intense love | self hearing-impaired, tak 
affair between two people, | ing a starring role. She and 
one of whom is deaf, one of | William Hurt give electrify. 
whom is a teacher at a ing performances as Sarah 
school for deaf people. and James, whose relation- 
Sothoughdeafnessisthe | ship is tempestuous and 
issue here, the film doesn't | frustrating; Sarah's pro- 
ach: nor does itheavy- | found deafness is a barrier 


' 
handedly hand down tab- | toanyrelationship, and her 
letsofstonetellingus what | blunt refusal to have any 
i 
| 











it's like to be deaf.Idid get | thing to do with the ‘out 
an insight, b 

through the drama, even more frustrating stu 
through the characters, dent and lover. One last. 














ways unsympathetic 


mouthpi 





ece forthe film's | inlove, they don't 
















so__| obvious that the two with manic 
neither of them becomes a | characters are going to fall | how the world is 


Fans of the TV series 
Whoops Apocalypse will 
be delighted to know 
there's now a big-screen 
film of the same title, star 
ring Peter Cook as the 
British Prime Minister and 
Loretta Swit as the US Pres- 
ident 

The plot is rather like a 
global Ben Travers farce 
nife with silly coincidences 
and ghastly misun- 
derstandings, with 
slapstick and bare bottoms 
thrown in for good meas 
ure, The fictional British 
colony of Santa Maya in 
Central America is invaded 
by neighbouring Maguad- 
ora, led by a repressive 
right-wing dictator 

Britain sends atask force 
to recapture the territory 
but in retaliation the 
Maguadorans kidnap Bri 
tain’s favourite Royal, Prin: 
coss Wendy. Britain 
threatens to retaliate with 
anuclear attack, and the 
USA and the Soviet Union 
find themselves drawn into 
the conflict 

Peter Cook plays the 
delightfully (but danger- 
ously) dotty Prime Minis 
ter; there are cameo roles 
from Rik Mayall as the 
leader of an SAS squadron 
which embarks on a hilar 
ously bloody and ham 
fisted attempt to rescue 
Princess Wendy, and 
Alexei Sayle, who's w 

















that was side’ world makes heran | cast as a shady Russian 


military official. 
No nation emerges with 


through the plot. Both thing; it’s nice to see film | any credit from Whoops 
characters are in many in which, after it's become | Aj 


-alypse, which shows 
ffectiveness 








te | threatened by malevo- 
message’ anytimeingettingdownto | lence, bungling incompe 
Andit’srefreshingtosee | it tence and brinkmanship 


Doctor Slapstick, or, how we learned to stop worrying and enjoy The 
Bomb: Rik Mayall leads the SAS in Whoops Apocalypse 










The firing line: Beirut 
Coad 
ead 


‘The gags come thickand | tinian guerillas ane 

fast, and though there's a_| refugees) bet 

lotofslapstickanda farcical | who favour violence and 
ory line, the real 

of Whoops Apocalypse i 

the way it depicts an 

unsettlingly plausib 











sequence of events, plex asi 
T've never been able to | The te 





make much sense of the an innor 





war in Lebanon. With its 



































| pondent as r st 
bewildering array of fac hackneyed; it's easy f 
tions and its gruesome his- | film-makers to have one 
tory of murder, mayhem —_| character with whom wi 
and bloodshed, this the audience, can 1 
bedevilled country makes we follow him throug 
Uisterlook like a hippie c the action, sympathise 
ony.Iwas hoping WarZone | with his naivety and learn 
would help me understand | ashelearns.(T jel fc 
this apparently meaning- | this techniq 
less conflict — but it only vate detective, a similatly 
Suggests that the situation | amoral and rootless chara 
there is even more nons ter 
sical than it appears But it's pretty diffi 
Christopher Walke path: yore i 
plays Don Stevens, an 1 Zone, even the in: 
American reporter centeivilians whose hon 
cover the fighting and lives are destroye 
the innocent Steven the war. The naturalist 
becomes the unwitting matter-of-fact camera 
stooge of various factions, i the flat acting give 





and he's inadvertently 
embroiled ina power strug 
gle within the PLO (the 

tion takes place a couple 
of years ago, when Leba 











hon was still rife with Pal 













































































Night Fev 


Ip 


4 cowardly Stevens. But 
one is a disappoint 
nin and uncominitted 
of film-making, and 
id have worked much 
etter as a TV drama 
Over The Toplooks set tc 
» for the ‘sport’ of arm: 
ing what Saturday 
did for disco 


dancing. 
Starrin 
Jone as Li 








walking out on marriage 











As voted by YOU! 


1. Crocodile Dundee 

2 Top Gun 

3 Heartbreak Ridge 

4 The Mission 

5 Golden Child 

6 Aliens 

7 Mona Lisa 

8 Back To The Future 
9 Labyrinth 

10 Ruthless People 
HOW TO VOTE FOR YOUR 
FAVOURITE FILMS 


‘All you have to do is list your five current favourite 
films on the form below, fillinall the details and burn 
some postal leather. Using miracle computer 
technology, your votes will be collated to create the 
chart, and we'll draw five forms out of the purple bin 
liner every month and send a much-coveted LM, 
bumper bundle to the lucky winners. Can't be bad. 


the love of his twelve 
year-oldsonten years after 


and family. To complicate 









It's a man’s world: Sylvester Stallone (right) arm-wrestling with Rick Zumwalt in Over The Top 





3, the boy's fabul 

yrandfather 
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Little Shop Of Horrors (PG) opens in London 
on 27 March and nationwide during May.) 
Personal Services (18) opens nationwide on 
SAP y Mo (16) opened in London on 13 
March and opens nationwide during April 
Children Of A Lesser God (15) opened in Lon 
don on 27 February. National release TBA. | 
Whoops Apocalypse (15) opened nationwide 
on 6 March. National release TBA. 

War Zone (15) opensin London 20 March. 
nationwide on 15 April. 

Over The Top (PG) opens nationwide on 3 | 
April. 


and 
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has staked everythin 
including his 0 








Over The Topis a 
film than it sound: 








lip, charging through brick 
walls and growling 'T 





‘Over The Top 














refers to an arm-wr 
technique) isn't a particu 
| jolent film, and 
there's no sex at all, It 
main appeal lies in the L 
Vegas arm-wrestling extra 
vaganza, a freak shi 
road, his own boss, | repulsive sweaty giant 
rab body with arms like fire-extin 
andering from town ta juishers whe nd 
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Computers 


ALL IN A LATHER 


For reasons best known to himself 
and his literary agent, RICHARD 
EDDY clambers into his bath and, 
dictaphone and Clarence the rubber 
duck in hand, reports on a month in 
the world of computer games. His 
column covers the Spectrum, 
Commodore 64 and Amstrad CPC 
machines. 


SPOLOSH! 
Fumble... where is that 
soap?Tknow it's herein my 
bath somewhere. 

Fumble... ahhh, foundthe 
soap. Talking of which, 
have you been watching 
BastEnders recently? 
Things aren't too good 
between Den and Jan, are 
they? 

But perhaps Macsen 
Software can put things 
‘ight with their 
EastEnders computer 
game. It's been out on the 
Spectrum for a few months 
and other versions are 
‘expected soon, It wasn't 
met with much approval in 
the Spectrum version, 
though. 

Argus Press Software is 
jmalather too, with anew 
soap game based on the 
wacky goings-onat Grange j 
Hill—the story of life in a 
london comprehensive. 

The plot, taken from an 
spisode screened in the last 
suries, follows the 
adventures of Luke 
‘Gounch' Gardener and 
Paul 'Hollo’ Holloway as, 
they attempt to retrieve 
Gounch’s confiscated 
Walkman from the staff 
fom, Butit won't be easy— 
the adventure takes place 
atnight, and the duo 
discover that it’s not so 
simple to find their way 
around in the dark. Grange 
Hill should be in the shops 
bythetime youread this, at 
the now-standard price of 
£9.96. 

‘Somuch forsoap, butI'm 
inthe bath for another 
eason~it gets rid of the 
stinky-piggie smell CRL 
hss acquired while 
unveiling Oink!. Taken 
from the bizarre IPC comic 
ofthe samename (coedited 
by Tony Husband, u's 
SEPTIC PILES man), 

Dink! is split into three 
parts. The player takes the 
tole of Uncle Pigg, Oink! 's 
ilustrious editor; the 
bjective is to produce a 
magazine by the day's end 
and increase circulation. 

All your favourite 





No, i's not Uridium, it's a pig 
playing Superman in Oink! 
(Commodore 64 screen) 


including Rubbishman and 
Peter And His Amazing 
Pimple, The Oink! editorial 
team is involved with the 
project, providing CRL with 
typical piggy-style humour 
Depending on your success 
as an Editor, a rating from 
Tea Boy to Managing 
Editor is awarded. It's due 
out on the Commodore in 
March ~ Spectrum and 
Amstrad owners have to 
wait till May. No price has 
been announced. 

A quickie: CRL is also 
producing a special 
Spectrum 128 version of 
Pete Cooke's amazing Tau 
Ceti which promises more 
variety and better sound. 
Meanwhile Academy — 

Tau Ceti IThas just hit the 
Spectrum and Amstrad 
shelves and both 
incarnations have been 
declared magnificent. A 
Commodore version is on 
its way. 

Staying close to CRL's 
home, the sublabel, Alpha: 
Omega, has sprouted a 
sub-sublabel named Power 
House. Its games will be for 
the Spectrum. One is 
‘Swat! almost a computer 
version of the old Dying 
Fly song - where a bug 
fights to escape a garden 
infested with poisonous 
plants. 

‘And there's Timeflight, 
set in a 1914 aeroplane 
which is flown through 
time warps to get into the 
future. Power House is 
offering avery special prize 
for 1987's highest 
Timeflight score. Both 
Power House titles retail at 
£1.99. 








Oink! heroes are featured, Clarence, my rubber 





duck, is getting bored. 
Perhaps I should think 
about getting hima little 
yacht for company, and 
Jane Chalmers of 
Activision might have the 
answer. With a face that 
launched a thousand ships 
she'll have no trouble 
pushing the boat out on a 
strategy-simulation sailing 
game. 

Based on the America’s 
Cup race, it's 
unsurprisingly called 
Sailing, and will be 
available for the three * 
machines. In play, armchair 
sailors cope with 
constructing a yacht and 
setting its sails, Wind 
factors and high water 
cause trouble, so it's 
probably best to have life 
jackets at the ready 

Activision is also 
releasing Spectrum and 
Amstrad versions of 
Lucasfilm’s Koronis Rift, an 
old Commodore smash hit. 






ee 


Ifyou fancy becoming an 
intergalactic rescue man 
then this one's for you, at 
£9.99 on tape. 

‘The bathwater's getting 
a bit cloudy — almost like a 
sewer! Maybe that's how 
Martin Lee had the 
inspiration for his first 
game — The Sewer. It's 
currently under 
development by Design 
Design for eventualrelease 
through Domark on their 
Streetwise label, The game 
slithers down into a sewer 
where daring heroes may 
encounter hazards like rats, 
electric shocks and 
crocodiles (or crabs — they 
haven't decided which 
yet...), 

‘Aiso worth looking out 
for soon on the Streetwise 
abel is Horronation 
Street (a touch more of the 
soaps?). Designed by Jon 








Eggleton (Kat Trap), it 












































takes the form ofa 3-D 
arcade-adventure, More 
news when Iget it 

Agar> destined todo 
great business in 1987 is 
Geoff Crammond's The 
Sentinel. twas outlate last 
year on the Commodore, 
and Zzap! 64 magazine 
readers voted it State Of 
The Art for 86, 

‘The Amstrad version is 
finished now, and it's 
progressing on the 
Spectrum. It could well be 
the biggest thing to hit 
computer games since 
Manic Miner. The 
Sentinel is strange; like a 
fast-thinking form of chess, 
but with a good bit of 
zapping. It's quite 
remarkable, and, take my 
word for it, if you don't get 
it you're really missing out 

Last month I mentioned 
somenew licensed projects 
being undertaken by 








Intergalactic Rescue Service at your service - Psytek the android in Koronis Rift (Amstrad screen) 





Gremlin Graphics. The 
first is based on Walt 
Disney's Basil The Great 
Mouse Detective, with 
Gremlin promising hig, 
colourful characters a la 
Jack The Nipper. 

‘Then there's Deathwish 
IM, bringing the 
gamesplaying public gory 
action in violent 
surroundings. It sounds 
very sick —just what 
everyone wants! 

Also licensed is Mask, an 
animated series from 
Hanna & Barbera. 

‘When Iwas littleTusedto 
keep frogs in the bath (you 
know, the ones you kiss and 
they turn into a prince and 
start singing Purple Rain) — 
which reminds me that 
Hewson have a new game 
called Rana Rama. It's hest 
described as a 
Gauntlet variant, with a 
frog instead of a warrior or 
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shoot-'em-up Lightforce, 
this is a new direction for 
the company. 

Sot in a futuristic city 
where people travel on 
shockways (moving 
pavements), Shockway 
Rider casts the player as a 
vigilante who's decided to 
clean up the rampant 
muggers, The action 
includes avoiding thugs 
and lobbing bricks at them 
[alll good, clean, violent 

Gargoyle's Greg Follis 
says they've made full use 
of colour, and the 
impressive soundtrack is 
written by micro-maestro 





The frog in question is a 
sorcerer's apprentice called 
Myrven. He has to battle 
through countless caverns, 
killing 96 wizards, before 
turning back into his 
normal shape. Rana 
Rama isahitalready onthe 
Spectrum; it hasn't yet 
been released for the 
Amstrad or Commodore, 
but should be just as fun. 

Froma bathfulof frogs to 
one of piranhas; last month 
Imentioned Piranha would 
be releasing a game 
without any "Boo Boos' 
Hold on to your hats as, for 
the first time, I reveal that 
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Absorption, n. Disappearance through incorporation in 
‘something else. That's one dictionary definition 
absorption is also the particularly unpleasant method by 
which you die in The Sentinel, an astonishing computer 
game from British Telecom's software house, Firebird 

‘The Sentinel is a powerful entity, draining energy from 
every planet in the galaxy. Where did it come from? No-one 
knows, but 10,000 worlds have already been conquered. 

The Synthoid is allifeless shell, powered by thought. Also 
capable of absorbing energy, it is the only hope, the only 
means of defeating The Sentinel and recovering the lost 
worlds, 

Played out on a bleak 3D landscape, The Sentinel is an 
extraordinary synthesis of chess-thinking and micro 
strategy — the best outsmart-the-computer game yet 
conceived, and the biggest event to rock the computer 
world since Manic Miner and Atic Atac. 

Those nice people at Firebird are giving Lm 25 copies of 
‘The Sentinel (worth £9.95 each) — and we're giving them 
away to YOU. All you have to do is answer the questions 
below. 

If your correct entry is one of the first 25 reabsorbed from 
the LM, you can have a cassette tape of the new game in 
its Spectrum, Commodore 64 or Amstrad CPC version. 

Send your answers on a postcard (or the back ofa sealed 
envelope) to: ABSORBED BY Lm COMPETITION, im, PO 
Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB, to arrive nolater than 
16 April, Don't forget to give us your name and address, 
AND the make of your computer. 








Answer the questions: 


25 COPIES OF yrsemrm vrmmenencnn 


b) Lloyd Crammond Sentinel State 
. ©) Geoff Crammond Of The Art for 19867 
d) Steve Crow a) Horse And Hound 
b) Computer & Video 
2) What is a Sentinel? Games 
a) Afancy typeof condom —c) Zzap! 64 
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Available for £7.95 from Forbidden Planet 2, 58 
St Giles High Street, London WC2 


HOLY RISING HEMLINES! 

Pardon? 

HOLY UNCANNY 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
MENTAL PROCESSES! 

Do what, John? 

HOLY TRAVEL 
AGENTS! 

Oh, it's you, Robin, why 
didn't you say? Still 


‘wearing the tights? Still 
talking like you've pinched 
your knackers in the lift 
door? It would appear so. 
Always a great favourite 
with children everywhere, 
and their parents trying not 
to laugh behind the 
evening papers, Batman 
was one of the mid-Sixties 





‘TVsuccessesin America. 
programme of such instant 
charm and wit that it had 
well-known actors and 
actresses demanding 
places, It was hip like The 
‘Monkees, and even if you 
could only geta five-second 
part opening a window, 
that would be enough. 
(Your kids would treat you 
with reverence.) 

This book brings all the 
memories flooding back. It 
picks apart the TV episodes 
and the fer “ire film, 
showing hew the idie jerks 
Burt Ward (Robin) and 
‘Adam West (Batman) 
gradually became 
bigheaded and often 







































unbearable to work with, 
It staggers us with the , 
cast-lists, buries us in a 
trivia quiz which I couldn't 
even begin to answer and 
lists all the Bat-Equipment 
used. (Anti-Lethal-Fog 
Batspray Batfile, Super- 
‘Thermo-B Long 
Underwear, Empty 
Alphabet Soup 
Batcontainer, 
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HELEN FIELDING 
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THIS painstakingly- 
researched work is a 
catalogue of who's 
shagged who from Henry 
VIII to Sarah Ferguson. 
Concentrating on 
celebrities, from kings and 
‘courtesans to Tony 
Blackburn and members of 
the Bay City Rollers, it 
‘establishes 'lay lines’ 
which link the most 
unlikely couples. For 
instance, a mere eleven 


couplings separate Sarah 
Ferguson from Humphrey 
Bogart, and Ronald Reagan 
is linked with Tony 
Blackburn via Jane Wyman, 
Fred Karger, Marilyn 


Sweepers and shooters 


IF YOU know your Walt, 
Whitman, then you'll 
recognise the lines of 
poetry: ‘The hands of the 
sisters Death and Night 
incessantly softly wash 
again, and ever again, this 
soil'd world 

It may be just poetry to 
you, but to American 
citizen Peter Raven it's a 
secret code, for Raven 
(really Piotr Borisovich 
Revkin) is a Russian 





sleeper’ planted in New 






York by his Moscow 
spymasters. Walt's line of 
poetry is Revkin's wake-up 
code, informing him of a 
vital mission he must 
undertake ~ to assassinate 
a man so powerful that 
when he's told the victim's 


identity it takes Revkin's 
breath away. 

But he's not alone. Two 
‘sweepers’ follow, clearing 
his trail, another 
mysterious ‘shooter’ is 
casing the same victim's 





assassination point, and 
Revkin's Russian sleeper- 
school tutor is in America, 
hot on his trail. Whose side 
are they allon—the Russian 
orthe American? Wasit the 
Russians who actually 
‘awakened’ Revkin, or 
some mysterious other 
agency? 

‘Why they'reall there and 
whose assassination 
they're out to undertake or 
prevent makes for a fast- 
paced and sometimes well- 
‘written action-spy-thriller. 

‘The Sisters of the title are 
(Walt’s poetry apart) an 
unlikely couple of 
conniving, fussy American 
bachelors who plan 
complex espionage 





missions for their 
government, travelling 
under the surnames of 
Francis and Caroll. Their 
colleagues in ‘The 
‘Company’ consider them a 
couple of washed-up ‘old 
women’. But these two 
think they've planned the 
perfect crime 

Robert Littell borrows 
from Ludlum, Deighton and 
Le Carré, though he'snot as 
successful as any of them, 
and his story and 
characterisations are 
satisfyingly rounded 
compared with much of this 
type of spy fiction. 

‘There's a serious flaw, 
though. From about 50 
pages in, it becomes 





Batzooka... ) and 
then... VRONK! 
Z2ZZZWAP| 2-2WAP! 
GLIPP! QUNCKKK! All the 
Bat-fight words which fell 
across the screen as our 
strangely puny heroes 
pushed thugs away with 
their feet while held from 
behind 

This book treats the 
subject with the respect it 
deserves, and also pokes 
fun — clearly it was written 
by someone who loved the 
series as much as the 
audience did 

Ielldo till theseries starts 
again, (Rumours are 
stronger than Pogue 
Shane's breath.) Evennow, 
ona clear day, you can see 
‘Adam West's forehead 
glistening. 


83% 





MICK MERCER 


Pee Tec 


Monroe, Frank Sinatra, 
Carol White, Richard 
O'Sullivan and Tessa 
Wyatt. 

The antics of ancient 
popes and aristocrats belie 
the idea that the bygone 
age of sexual promiscuity 
beganin the Sixties, butthe 
authors' tame treatment of 
present pillars of 
promiscuity suggests that 
thelaws of libeland slander 
are still strongly in force. 

Still, this is an essential 
encyclopaedia of 
licentiousness through the 
ages and a good juvenile, 
smutty read, 

65% RICHARD LOWE 


obvious who Revkin's 
victim is and where he's to. 
be killed ~ though we're 
never told. 

And Littell cleverly plays 
withthe period of the story 
(never stated and 
purposely obscured by 
making it feel 
contemporary), in an 
attempt to surprise in the 
denouement, But the 
constant coy references to 

‘The Prince of the Realm’ in 
an attempt to disguise the 
victim's identity become 
irritating and absurd. 

‘The serpentine plot 
convolutions manage to 
rise above this drawback, 
however, and theresultisa 
good action read ~ and 
certainly an almost 
plausible solution to an 
internationally famous 
conundrum. It's in your 
bookshops now. 

65% ROGER KEAN 


Apri 1987 LIME 97 





> 







mere 
BU me ity 
Wels aCe tod 








Books 


The UNCLE Files into their technical manual) 


except their value as 
ClassicFiles S8pages Files magazine £4.50 [iFNecueymeres Means 
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At the Big Apple core: 
After Hours) 







it happened 
one night 


GRIFFIN DUNNE 
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BEAPARTofit, New York, | cream-cheese papier 
New York méché paperweights 










Paul Hacket is a small (how's that for a pick-up 
working partof the great | line?). Being a real New 
city, a word-processing 
technospurt who lives on 
his own and can’t be 
bothered to cook and goes 
out to eat and... meets 
this girl, Marcy, at the 
restaurant, 
So later that night Paul 
rings her, and she invites 
him tocome home and look 
ather flatmate’s bagel-and- 


Yorker, Paul takes a cab; 
being the sort of loser he is 
hedrops his last $20 bill out 
the cab window so 

‘Tom Sharpe must wish 
he'd written whathappens 
next. Poor Paul is tossed. 
into a chaotic, insoluble, 
frightening, hilarious 
tangle of night-time 
maniacs and crimes and 
accidents and Mohicans 
which reduce him to, well, 
frenzy, the ultimate 
disgrace of a word 
processor. It's a yuppie 








Lord Of The Flies, 
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Tonly wanted to meet a 
nice girl,’ Paul cries, ‘do 
have to die for it?” 

Griffin Dunne, who 
doubles as producer, gives 
aterrific deadpan 
performance as 
superschmuck Paul 
Hacket; Rosanna 
(Desperately Seeking 
Susan) Arquette, as Marcy, 
captures a certain neurotic 
New York artsy type 
perfectly; and there are 
dozens of beautiful cameos 
of city characters, realistic 
but wittily caricatured 

‘The real stars, however, 
are screenwriter Joseph 
‘Minion and director Martin 
Scorsese (of Taxi Driver, 
New York, New York, 
Raging Bull, and Mean 
Streets—all shining light on 
facets of the modern city) 
They've constructed a 
crazily logical plot which 
leaves you reeling with 
Paul Hacket. 

90%  BARNABY PAGE 








Ml Everyone's experienced 
‘one of those days' when 
everything goes wrong ~ 
which makes the 
nocturnal experiences of 
the hapless hero in After 
Hoursall the more painful. 
The movie is based on such 





never been used before. 


Martin Scorsese directs 
with the speed and 
bravado of a man half his 
age, reinforcing his status 
in exciting and 
unpredictable film-maker. 
After Hours is one of the 
funniest and most 
refreshing black comedies 
to be made in years. 
Essential. 
95% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 








™ An ambling, leanly- 
made film that terrifis 
with every uneasy belly 
Jaugh, After Hours: 
its core. Or, rather, 
portrays a society that's 
sick, And it's a tribute to 
director Scorsese that it's 
a gentle, seducing sort of 
sickness that draws youin 
inexorably, so that what 
starts off seeming bizarre 
becomes almost normal by 
the finale. This is the best 
piece of black comedy I've 
yen in years. 
90% ROGER KEAN 

























Too much, 
too long 


PSU bacta aia) 


Shadey 


Mitel) 


LIKE many films 
commissioned by Channel 
4, Shadey striveshardtobe 
arty rather than just 
entertaining ~soit's in turn 
inventive and infuriating. 

Anthony Sher is the 
oddball transsexual Oliver 
Shadey, a bankrupt car 
mechanic with an unusual 
talent: he can transfer his 
thoughts directly onto 
celluloid. Shadey wants to 
use his gift to raise money 
for his sex-change 
operation, so he offers his, 
services to a banker 
(Patrick MacNee), who 
tricks him into a forced 
collaboration with MIS. 

That might sound pretty 
straightforward, but 
Shadey is fragmented by 
unnecessary subplots as 
director Philip Saville 
strives to make his film 
alternative at the expense 
of accessibility. With 
sensible splicing 
Shadey could have been a 
memorable one-off hour: 
long TV movie — or, more 
appropriately, an episode 
of The Avengers — rather 
than an overlong, plodding 
feature. 

Shadey does have 
something going for it, 
though one of the most 
outrageously erotic (and 
completely gratuitous) 
opening title sequences 
since Jane Fonda did a 
space strip in Barbarella, 
PhilipSaville's camera pans 
in and lingers on a sweaty 
Leslie Ashdoing a gruelling 
work-out on a high-tech 
contraption which would 
have gone down a storm 
with the Marquis de Sade. 

Nice idea, shame it's a 
45% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 


Philip Saville is known 
asa maker of high-quality 
well-scripted, beautifully 
acted, and often unusual 
British TV features. But in 
this full-length 
(overlength) film his brain 
hhas tripped over his 
reputation. 

There are many good 
things in it, funny, gory, 
sad, interesting, 
mysterious things, and 
some excellent acting 




















Been 





from Anthony Sher. 
But, sadtosay, the whole 
is a load of pretentious 
twaddle which fails to 
convince; it isn't exciting 
and at the end, like Sher 
himself, blows through its 
topand collapses outward, 
If you're into the oddball 
and can stand the long 
episodes of boredom in- 
between, then you could 
give it a try; otherwise I'd 
stay well clear. 
20% ROGER KEAN 











So much happens in 
Shadey—so many words 
are spoken, so many webs 
of meaning woven, 0. 
many characters created, 
so many tense scenes 
developed — thai 
disappointing when, in 














‘There are some fine 
ideas, like the baroque, 
hallucinatory satire on pop 
promos, and the painfully 
gruesome memories of 
incest. And there's 
wonderful, extravagantly 
theatrical, performance 
from Katherine (Soap) 
Helmond as the heroine's 
flirtatious, middle-aged, 






neurotic mother. Berni 
Hepton is strong, too, asa 
British officer of the old 
school. 








Oddballs-up: Shadey 


But it's all wasted, and 
despite its attempts to be 
an imaginative fantasy 
thriller, Shadey ends up as 
ameaningless assortment 
of melodramatic, self- 
indulgent surrealist 
games. Jonathan 
Perkins's cheap, TV- 
mystery-style music 
doesn't fit i 








50%  BARNABY PAGE 











Wanna be in my gang? 


SEAN PENN, CHRISTOPHER WALKEN 
At Close Range 


A/Columbia UT Co 


‘TAKE two method actors | Midwest, direct it ina 
(Sean Penn and haphazard clever-clever, 
Christopher Walken), adda | supposedly ‘arty’ but 
grim and murky plot based | utterly confusing manner, 
ona real-life saga of a and bolster it up with a 
thieving family in the menacing soundtrack 


Corie 
Clo 





As voted by YOU! 
The Terminator 
Witness 

Back To The Future 
Beverly Hills Cop 
Clockwise 
Nightmare On Elm Street 
Trading Places 
Fright Night 
Rocky IV 

10 Cobra 


CoVonReNne 


HOW TO VOTE FOR YOUR 
FAVOURITE VIDEOS 


All you have to do is list your five current favourite 
videos on the form below, fill in all the details and 
burn some postal leather. Using miracle computer 
technology, your votes will be collated to create the 
chart, and we'll draw five forms out of the purple bin 
liner every month and send a much-coveted LM. 
bumper bundle to the lucky winners. Can't be bad. 





(including a touch of 
Madonna for good 
measure). 

Result? An 
uncontrollable beast of a 
movie called At Close 
Range which suffers from 
many flaws, but is 
surprisingly powerful and 
should prove popular as a 
rented video. 

Brad Whitewood Junior 
(Sean Penn) isa high school 
dropout in search of 
excitement, As the movie 
opens he's touring the 
neighbourhood in an old 
car, eyeing up and 
eventually chatting up 


Terry (the girl ofhisdreams 
played by Mary Stuart 
Masterson), and helping 
his brother (Christopher 
Penn) out of a small scrape 
at a local liquor store. 

It’s a humble but solid 
opening with plenty of 





LM READERS’ TOP TEN 
VIDEOS FOR APRIL 


LM TOP TEN VIDEO CHART 


VOTING FORM 


List your five favourite videos of the moment in 
descending order (best first). 


‘T-shirt size; [7] Small 


Send your forms in to: 


LM VIDCHART, PO BOX 10, LUDLOW, 
SHROPSHIRE SY8 1DB 





eerie background music 
and muttered, indistinct 
dialogue which is at first 
intriguing, 

Trouble is, the 
screenplay (by Nichola 
Kazan) uses muttered 
‘conversation and method 
acting throughout the film, 
the plot takes ages to 
develop and the movie 
unfolds without 
explanation, rhyme or 
reason. A guessing game 
develops: who are the 
characters and what is 
theirrelationship with Brad 
Jar? 





Brad Senior (Christopher 
Walken) confuses the 
whole issue by swaggering 
in after half an hour. The 
casting is terrible; Walken 
simply doesn't look old 
enough to be the younger 
Brad's long-lost father. 
Brad Snr is a big-time 
crook whose team stage 
break-ins at tractor 
factories. Brad Jnris 
attracted to his father's 
rebellious lifestyle and he 
tries to join the gang. 
When that fails, Brad Jnr 
sets up his own breakin 





(Medium = []Large 





Video 


usinga team of friends, but 
they get caught and land up 
in the clinker, All of them 
(apart from Brad Jnr) are 
bailed outandtokeep them 
quiet they're 
systematically murdered 
by Brad Snr's team. 
Eventually Brad Jnr does 
the decent thing and tells 
all to the law. 

And what's happened to 
Terry, Brad Jnr's lon: 
suffering girlfriend? Why, 
to shut her up she's been 
raped by Brad's cold, 
callous father. 

Originally At Close 
Range was an 18 movie. 
After some cutting the 
video has been granted a 16 
certificate, but drug-taking 
Scenes and a particularly 
unpleasant rape scene 
remain intact. 

So there you have it. Not 
a video for the spineless, 
not a video to chuckle at, 
not a video to raise even a 
faint smirk —in fact it's a 
jolly good downer all round. 
45% PAUL STRANGE 











This is an ugly story 
about ugly people in a 
particularly ugly part of 
‘Middle America — but it 
still somehow manages to 
have a peculiar beauty. 
‘Nothing is lost in the 
transition from film to 
video; if anything, the 
claustrophobic nature of 
the characters' lives is 
emphasised by the 
diminutive screen. If you 
think you're too hard for 
any of this, see At Close 
Range just to examine the 
Sean Penn strut... you'll 
be copying it for w 

70% CIARAN BRE! 


Sean Penn acts, 
Madonna sings (well, at 
the end anyway) and 
Christopher Walken, the 
one who became famous in 
The Deer Hunter, does 
more of what hedidin The 
Deer Hunter, only more 
maliciously. It takes a 
while to get into, but At 
Close Range is well worth 
the effort. 

Afteran hour youcan cut 
the atmosphere with a 
knife, and what starts out 
asa ramble (more 
reminiscent of recent 
Australian films than 
American) takes on form 
and meaning 
though its re ig is 
very nihilistic. It would be 
wrong to call At Close 
Range an EXCITING film 

































‘and spills 
by being believabl 
horribly 80 ~ and i 
compelling viewing. Save 
it for your more serious 
moments. 

85% ROGER KEAN 
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Young Sherlock Holmes. 


NICHOLAS ROWE, ALAN COX 


Young Sherlock Holmes And 
The Pyramid Of Fear 
cic perm alaTec PG 











NIGEL STOCK has played | Victorian publicschool that 
dear Watson on silver and | young Sherlock Holmes 
small screens so many (newcomer Nicholas Rowe) 
times that he's almost attends. Not only are 
synonymouswiththegood, | Holmes and Waxflatter 
bumbling doctor of limited’ | friends, but Holmes loves 
deductive powers: Waxflatter's beautiful 

You wouldn't recognise | niece, Elizabeth (Sophie 
him in this film, though, Ward, daughter of actor 
he's so heavily disguised; | Simon Ward) 
but at least director Barry Holmes divides his 
Levinson and executive attention between the two, 
producer Steven (‘I'm but still manages to perfect 
everywhere these days’) | his fencing skills, his air of 
Spielberg refrain from superiority and his violin: 
making in-jokes about his | playing —an activity in 
previous connections with | which he's unsuccessfully 
the character. Or perhaps, | engaged when new boy 
being Yankees, they just | Watson (another 
didn’t know. newcomer, Alan Cox) 

Stock plays Professor arrives unexpectedly in 
Waxflatter,amad genius | midterm. 
inventor and sometime The two strike up an 
schoolteacher at the stuffy | immediate friendship and 


coe 


TEST your deductive powers with LM and win yourself a 
video of Young Sherlock Holmes And The Pyramid Of 

Fear PLUSan extra-large deerstalker which doubles up as 
a sweatshirt, by answering these three sticky questions: 


1) Who's recently picked up a habit at 112 Baker 
Street? 

2) Which wild and wacky actor starred as Sherlock 
Holmes’ Smarter Younger Brother? 

3) What sort of violin does Sherlock Holmes fiddle 
about on? 


Yes, it's that simple, folks 





end your entries with your name, address and video 
system — VHS or Beta ~on a postcard (or the hack of a 
sealed envelope) to: WIN IDEAL HOLMES 
COMPETITION, Lm, PO Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire S¥8 
1DB, to arrive no later than 16 April 

It's uMentary 





102 0 LM Api 








it'snotlong before Sherlock 
utters his first ‘elementary’ 
and the two of them find 
themselves investigating 
three bizarre murders. 

Holmes takes his 
theories to none other than 
young Lestrade (not yet of 
The Yard), but fails to 
impress him. Soon the two 
school lads are embroiled in 
a fiendish plot 
masterminded by a mad 
(what else?) Egyptian. 
Naturally, there's also a 
bloodthirsty sect living 
underneath London's East 
End—and the sect's ancient 
tombs were defiled by the 
three murder victims 
during an archaeological 
expedition years ago, 

How Holmes and Watson 
destroy the sect, bring the 
madman to book, rescue 
Elizabeth in the nick of time 
from being sacrificed and 
earn Lestrade his overdue 
promotion all goes a 
reasonable way to filling in 
time before explaining why 
Sherlock will never marry, 
and how he became 
equipped with cape, 
deerstalker and 
meerschaum pipe. 

Young Sherlock 
Holmes isn't a bad film, it's 
just not as compelling as it 
should have been. And the 
quasi-Victorian plot is too 
comfortable toreally excite, 
Perhaps if it hadn't been 

‘made with respectful 
admiration and in tribute to 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and 
his enduring works’, i 
might have been tougher 
and a touch more thrilling, 
65% ROGER KEAN 





Like many of 
Spielberg's more 
successful productions, 
Young Sherlock Holmes is 
aimed specifically at kids— 
though its appeal is much 
wider. It'll no doubt be 
lapped up by anyone who 
‘enjoys Conan Doyle's 
work, despite the credits 
going to great lengths to 
explain that the film and 
stories aren't necessarily 














MIKE DUNN 


1 Sounds likeapretty bad 
idea, doesn't it? You pick 
on one of the great 
characters from modern 
fiction, give him the 
Spielberg treatment, take 
‘him back to his school days 
and put him through an 
adventure. But it works! 
Young Sherlock Holmes 
an imaginative and 
respectful romp through 
Doyle-land which is only 
Jet down by its Temple Of 
Doom finale, Great stuff. 
‘75%CURTIS HUTCHINSON 





KEITH GORDON 
Static 


Nee) 


ERNIE BLICK is no 
ordinary nerd, He's a 
clever nerd with a mission 
in life. Sacked from his 
daytime job on the 
production line of a model 
crucifix factory, the 


latest and greatest 
invention. 


it's going to be something 
exciting like a homemade 
low-tech ray gun and are 
clearly disappointed when 
Emnie reveals that it's 
something that’s going to 
make people happy not 
sad. So what is this weird 
and wonderful invention? 

It'sa TV set that shows 
pictures of heaven. Ernie's 
unlikely to win a Nobel 
prize, though, as he's the 
only person who can see 
the images; everyone else 
just sees static. Ernie sets 
about trying to convince 
everyone of the machine's 
worth ~ with disastrous 
consequences. 

But despite being made 
in the wacky offheat 










h a 
Electric 
dreams 































wayward Ernie turns to his 








The local townsfolk hope 

































CTT aa) 







‘manner of recent low- 
budget American movies 
like Big Meat Eater and 
Repo Man, Static is 
disappointingly low on 
laughs. Keith Gordon, last 
glimpsed in Christine and 
currently in Back To School, 
is a bit too deadpan as the 
wimpish Ernie, 

The real star ofthe filmis 
Frank (Bob Gunton), 
Ernie's flipped-out 
survivalist paramilitary 
preacher cousin, Preparing 
for the ‘big one’, Frank 
gives his family fallout suits 
for Christmas, and his 
opening gambit to 
strangers is 'Nice to meet 
you, [hope you have a 
painless death’ 

Offbeat and weird, well 
weird 
60% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 





















I thoroughly enjoyed 
this film because of its 
implicity, gentle humour 
and unpretentiousness, 
and its neat plot. At the 
start, though, you might 



















| feel you're in fora piece of 
low-budget, down-at-heel, 
||| modern-American 
|flmmaking, purposely 
jard' and obscure, But it's 
ot. 


Le ” 
It's weird, but that 
comes naturally enough 
| tom the odd little story at 
| ts core. Keith Gordon's 
| obsessed genius is just 
right, Angela Plummer's 
strange, elfin attraction 
works magic, and every 
character, major or minor, 
isaffectionately 
portrayed. Not, perhaps, 
forthe action addict, but a 
rewarding movie with 
enough genuine pathos to 
live on in the mind. 
80% ROGER KEAN 





Static is an odd film. It's 
neither touching nor 
funny, because director 
Mark Romanek hasn't 
quite decided what sort of 
one to go for. Maybe I'm 





what seems like an 
extremely drab and (apart 
from the surprise ending) 
boring movie. The plothas 





great potential but is 
er developed, and 








Static just doesn't hold 
| together. 
| 10% MIKE DUNN 





It doesn’t matter 


recom Poe mremeat nos 
peer eects 
Palace ETC net ‘ 


scene finds him preaching 
his familiar anti-American 
LET'S FACE IT, when pop | including a great spoofon | rant froma pulpit while the 
stars tum to acting they're | the average rest of the group moan and 
usuallycrap;andwhen pop | Tube interviewinwhich | heckle. 














stars make films they tend | Steve White plays a Allin all, an entertaining 

to be embarrassing. sniffing, slurring coke half-hour for Style Council 
Jerusalem is very much | fiend, Mick a drunken fans, 

in this tradition, Paul scally, Dee agiggly, brain | 60% RICHARD LOWE 


Weller, Mick Talbot, Dee C 
Lee and Steve White can't 
act, the seript's not very 
good and as a film 
Jerusalem is hardly a 
classic 

But then it's not so much 
a film as an extended, 
glorified video, and you get 
the impression that The 
Style Council realise their 
limitations and are treating 
the whole thing as one big 
joke. 

Dodging between satire 
and surrealist humour, 
Jerusalem is a series of 
tenuously-linked sketches 

‘Communard Richard Cole 
narrates in his best 
Brideshead accent —in 
which the Council play four 
of the tracks from the new 
LP ([t Didn't Matter, Angel, 
Heaven's Above and Fairy 
Tales), romp around on 
scooters and get charged 





with being the ‘greatest SS 
pop group in the world’ Cy 
‘There are some Pr eae 


genuinely funny bits, 














1 Quite what possessed 
Weller, White, Talbot and 
Lee to undertake this 
pointlessly egotistical 
cockup is beyond me. 
Sandwiched between 
some fairly good pop 

10s are snippets of 
acting so ham they make 





| Grange Hill look 


professional; as a Style 
Council fan I found it an 
embarrassment, and I 
suspect Weller and co feel 
the same. 

20% SIMON POULTER 





§ Utterly unconventional, 
Jerusalem is an inspired 
idea — but it's a sham. The 
script is loose and woolly, 
the acting is extremely 
bad and there's a giant 
streak of pretentiousness 
running through the 
whole thing. 

Result: 33 minutes of 
utterconfusion andagiant 
‘ego-boost for Paul Weller 
and scriptwriter Paolo 
Hewitt. 

Conclusion: certain pop 
stars should stick to being 
pop stars. 

5% PAUL STRANGE 











|] RIGHT! How would you likea 


around the supermarket fruit’ 

The tomato in question is a 
worth £49.95, and those of yo 
since our fi 








giving one of the: 





Konica have handed over ano! 
What fun! 





proper nouns (ie names like 





wettingly hard task, is it? 
0 when you're completely 








Shropshire SY8 1DB, 





tomato?" we hear you limply mumble? Yes, a tomato, and 
notust any old Lycopersicon esculentum we found rolling 


st issue in January (love and kisses from the 
entire editorial team) will have noticed that we've been 

ittle beauts away each month. Well, 
this month is no different, because those nice people at 


How d'you win the camera? Well, we want you to see 
y words can you make fram ‘KONICA TOMA’ 


words and abbreviations don't count, Hardly a bed: 


tomato of your very own? ‘A 


‘n'veg department, oh no. 
compact Konica camera 
14 who have been buying LM 


ther Tomato. 





‘0. 
Ludlow or Kean or Konica), 
We'd appreciate it if you listed on your entry your three 
favourite items in this issue of Lm (if you don't then you. 
satisfied that you've made won't be eligible anyway, so there!) 


more legitimate words from 'KONICA TOMATO’ than ‘Make sure your entry reaches us by 21 April. Remember, 
anyone else inthe universe, writethemdownonapieceof any words that don't comply with Bamaby Page's sub: 
Paperwith thenumberofwordsonthetopleftcomerand —_ editorial Collins Million Words We Bet You Didn't Know Or 
send them off to PLEASE TAKE THESE CAMERAS OFF Care About Dictionary will render your entry null, void and 
OUR HANDS COMPETITION, Um, PO Box 10, Ludlow, a new drip mat, so woe betide you 


Get going 





















Video | 


Queen and 
Hungary look 


QUEEN 





Live In Budapest 
av) 90 minutes 





‘One Vision/ Tie Your Mother Down/ In The Lap Of The 
Gods/ Seven Seas Of Rhye/ Tear ItUp/ Kind Of Magic/ 
Under Pressure/ Who Wants To Live Forever?/ Want 
‘To Break Free/ Now I'mHere/ Love Of My Life/ Tavaszi 
Szel Vizet Araszt/Is This The WorldWeCreated?/Tutti | 
Frutti/ Bohemian Rhapsody/ Hammer To Falll/ Crazy 
Little Thing Called Love/ Radio Ga Ga/ We Will Rock 
You/ Friends Will Be Friends/ We Are The Champions 


THEY mayhavecommitted | highlights ofLive Aid. The 














the inexcusable sin of beauty of their 
| playing Sun City; they may | performance on that day 
have alead guitarist who | was down to them 
hasn’thad a haircut in13/ | crammingevery trick they 
years; they may have a knew into 15 minutes or so 
bass guitarist who has had | of tight scheduling. 
a haircut and looks a There, slickness was a 
dickhead as.aresult; but | virtue; here Queen glide 
whateveryourviewsabout | effortlessly through their 
Queen, they'vebeenoneof | greatest hits with all the 
the most consistently | enthusiasm of a band 
popular big-name bands _| that’sheenonthestadium 
since 1974, trail much toolong. Live In 
Partofthat successisdue | Budapestisa lifeless video 
tothe showmanship of the | ofa bored-looking band 
camper-than-Butlins going through the 
Freddie Mercury. If motions, 
Madonna is the Singing 35% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 
Navel, Mercury is the | 
Singing Armpit (the It seems that whenever 
director of this video has. you switch on the TV, 
annoying habit of closing | ‘Freddie Mercury is 
up on Sir Freddy's pompously strutting 
underarm hollow), around some stage 
But despite that fixation, | showing the world what a | 
Live In Budapest i ridiculous old tart he really 
imaginatively directed is. Sothe great thing about 
rareamonglive videos. _| this otherwise 
JanozZsombolyai, working | irredeemable video is that 
with sympathy and | itenables youtoplay spot- 
understanding, perfectly | the-backing-musicians. 
captures the excitement of | Queen Freddie's exotic 
Queen's live performance | stageprancings mean that 
(something theirrecentlive | the band are frequently 
album failed to do.) minus one inthe keyboard 
Hardly another department - cue 
Woodstock, but well worth | uncredited piano player 
| £11.99, hidden behind the amps, 


70% | SIMON POULTER | Outrageous. This is 
exactly the same as the 





WM Love ‘em orhate'em, _| last Queen live set - and 
you've got to admit that | I'm sure next week's will 
Freddy and the boys be no different. 

turned in one of THE 20% CIARAN BRENNAN 


aad 

































By now you may have 
guessed that much of the 
material on Men And 
Women is concerned with 
the difficulties of 
relationships, the stupiit 
of love and the joy of sex. 
It's almost (dare I say it?) 
‘concept’ album, but you 

HAVING produced an ‘keenly-fought vocal shouldn't hold that agains 
outstanding and screaming match. it, 
commercially successful Side Two's finest ‘There might not be the 
debut LP, it would have | moment is an inspired cocktail-bar smoothness 


beeneasyforSimplyRedto | coverofSylvesterStewart's | Sad Old Red here, or the 
reston theirlaurels, churn | Let Me Have It All Inthis | unstoppable clout of 
outa lacklustre follow-up | crisp, precise and moody | Money's Too Tight To 
Peppered with fillers and | rendition with wonderful | Mention, but overall Men 


wait for ittobe consumed | offbeat percussion, And Women is a solid 

gratefully by the masses. | Hucknall pleads for full statement of intent from a 
Fortunately, Hucknall carnalrights, the backup | band that continually dos 

andcohave ignored that | vocalists deliberately egg | proud. 

tacky and well-trodden ‘him on, and to cap it all 98%  PAULS 

path. Even atacasualfirst | Sylvan slots ina fiery and 

listen, Men And Women is | ferocious guitar solo. ‘§ Dumpy Dando's been 

amuch more satisfying set | Terrific. Playing this one todeath: 

than Picture Book and ‘Bunny Wailer’s Love Lm's London office, so I'm 


after fuller investigation _| Fire isatadtedious, butthe | very familiar with its 
the new LP emerges as slow, solidanddependable | clean production, 















‘thoroughly excellent piece | Move On Out andthe excellent musicianship, 
of work, destined to glittering (if overlong) great songs (I'm too 
become a classic. ‘Shine more than familiar with the droac 


‘Mind you, why they've | compensate. rendition of Every Time 
included a cover of Cole ‘And then there's Maybe | We Say Goodbye ...), am 
Porter's Ev'ry Time We Say | Someday —amoment or 
Goodbye is quite beyond | ‘twoforHucknall toponder, 
me. The plodding and question, hope and pray 
lachrymose reworking that his perfect lover will 
‘would have been arrive someday. Soppy old 
acceptable as a one-off bastard. 

single (particularly at 

Christmas), butit sticks out 
like a sore and bleeding 
thumb among the uptempo 
brittle pop funk and 
‘seductive soul of Men And 
Women. Fortunately the 
Porter rehash closes Side 
‘One, and you can ignoreitif 
(like me) you think it stinks. 

T've not got many 
complaints about the rest 
of the album, though, 
Probably the band’s finest 
single to date, The Right 
Thing opens up the LP at a 
blistering pace, and it’s 
only marred by Hucknall's 
gibbering lyrics. 

Infidelity is aclassy, tight 
and snappy effort, fuelled 
up with sizzling snare 
cracks, bubbling brass, 
persuasive harmony vocals 
and sinuous, devilish guitar 
Passages. 

‘The pace slows briefly for 
‘Suffer (a minimelodrama 
where Hucknall pleads 
with his partner to finish 
things quickly before either 
of them gets hurt), while I 
Won't Feel Bad is a slow 
but solid stomper which 
eventually boils over with 
steaming brass and a 


Of men and women: Simply Red 























Family fortunes 


LEVEL 42 are a musician's 
band. Watched with great 
admiration and jealousy by 
their peers, they've 
chumed out a steady flow 
of near-hits over the past 
several years ~ but they've 
never quite attained the 
name-band status they 
clearly strive for. And the 
workmanlike predictability 
of Running In The Family is, 
unlikely to broaden their 
appeal. 

Okay, so they're ahighly- 
polished clean-cut band 
whose mums and aunties 
mustbe very proud of them, 
Mark King is cute, he has a 
certain cheeky chappy 
charm and he's a fine 
musician who can knock 
out the odd memorable 
song, while the rest of the 
boys make pleasant 
background noises, 

In short, they're NICE. 
‘There's nothing on this 
album that's remotely fresh 
or threatens to be exciting 
or different; no ground: 
breaking musical 
departures or, God forbid, 
experimentation 

‘Once again Level 42 play 
it safe, that familiar bass 
line is thumped out, those 
carefully-thought-out 
falsetto harmonies make an 


unwelcome return and 
Mark King's distinctive 
Americanese monotone 
unflinchingly dominates 
the whole show. 

‘The albumisa producer's 
dream, and technically it's 
as near perfect as you're 
going to get. It's clear, 
uncluttered, has subtleties 
aplenty, will make a superb 
CD and sounds so sterile 
you could probably perform 
major surgery on it. 

Running In The Family i 
a great party album, but if 
you're seriously thinking of 
sitting down and 
listening to the LP, forget 





it 
45% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 


MW Thaven't been 
particularly impressed by 
Previous Level 42 albums 
~ but I like this new LP a 
hell of a lot. The standard 
is high from the first track 
(Lessons In Love) through 
tothe finish; the title track 
is my favourite, 

80% ‘MIKE DUNN 


Tight, concise, 
beautifully constructed, 
well-produced and 

brilliantly recorded, this is 


an impressive LP from 
King and co. Of course 
Running In The Family 
doesn't break any new 
ground — why should it 
when Level 42 have found 
a winning formula? The 











title track and Lessons In 
Love singles are typical of 
the alburn's material. 
Particularly 
recommended for yupp! 
with impressive CDs. 
75% PAUL STRANGE 





IF YOU'VE seen Absolute 
Beginners and wondered 
what authentic late-Fifties 
jazz and rhythm-and-blues 
sounds like, then invest in 
this toe-tappin’-finger-cli- 
kin'-joint-poppin’ compila- 
tion. 

Butto really appreciate it 
you'll have to buy yourself 
a bright red Triumph 
Herald Convertible, fit a 
clapped-out mono tape 
deck, pull the roof down 
and go cruising with the 
likes of Roland Kirk, Lee 
Morgan and Art Blakey 
blaring from your one 
speaker. 

Jazz has been 
unfashionable for much too 
long, which makes this 
album welcome 














especially as the sleeve 
tells you which LPs the 
tracks were lifted from, 
And there are two 
classics buried here: Nina 
Simone’s soulful My Baby 
Just Cares For Me (ajoyous 
declaration of sexual 
satisfaction) and Little 
Willie John’s Fever (a tale 
of sexual frustration made 
famous by Elvis Presley), 
Something for everyone. 
Groovy. 
70% CURTIS HUTCHINSON 





I wonder whether, back 
in the Fifties when jazz 
was the hipsters" music, 
Nina Simone, Art Blakey 
and other contributors to. 
this compilation could 





have imagined what 
would be happening now. 
30 years later, psoud 
hipsters are packing out 
Soho basements to assert 
their mock-hipness by 

ning to the Courtney 
Pines of this world. But it 
would take a rare talent to 
knock out another My 
Baby Just Cares For Me or 
Love Me Or Leave Me. Give 
me this stuff any day. 
75% SIMON POULTER 








An immensely strong 
compilation and a great 
way of adding some 
authentic hip jazz sounds 
to your record collection. I 
shoved the tape into my 
mud-splattered 

and felt I was driving one 
of those old Vauxhall 
Crestas with the big wings 
on the boot. Pass the 
Halfords manual. 

65%  PAULSTRANGE 
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1OFTEN WONDER 
whether the 15-year-old 
Alison Moyet, fresh from 
penning the brilliant 
Nobody's Diary, could ever 
have envisaged the full, 
glorious potential of being 
the possessor of the finest 
set of tonsils this side of 
| Billie Holliday. I think not. 
Moving from those early 
beginnings of Basildon 
punk poetry (The Vipers) 
through pub R&B (The 
Screaming Abdabs) to the 
mass popularity of Yazoo, 
Alison has matured into an 
established singer/ 
songwriter. She's become 
0 important that new 
| (horrid music-business 
word here) product is 
eagerly anticipated and 
always given serious 
consideration, 
Understandable, then, 
that I was looking forward 
to hearing this album, the 
follow-up to her rather fine 
debut solo LP, Alf 
Understandable, too, 
when I was thoroughly 
disappointed. Throughout 
this painful experience of 
anLP, Alison sings without 
enthusiasm; there's no 
emotion, no feeling. The 





A washout 


production is particularly 
flat, even on Is This Love? 
(which as a single wasn't 
halfbad), Her voice is never 
stretched or tested; there's 
not an inkling of the 
potential that lies within 
her vocal cords. 

‘There are, in fact, only 
two types of song on 
Raindancing. The first is, 
the uptempo, rabid, 
hurried, poppy globule tied 
together with jangly bells 
and a staccato drum- 
machine backdrop 
(Without You, You Got Me 
Wrong, Ordinary Girl, 
Glorious Love and When I 
Say No Giveaway) 

‘The second type isa 
laboured, wailing, morose 
mess (Sleep Like Breathing, 
Blow Wind Blow and Stay), 
Eventhe cover of Floy Joy's 
Weak In The Presence Of 
Beauty adds nothing tothe 
superb original 

It’s a great shame, 
especially when you 
consider Alison's live 
performances, 50 
energetic, enthusiasticand 
ebullient. T've no idea how 
much pressure she was put 
under to come up with this 
‘product’, but it sounds as 








though she's not getting 
much pleasure from it. 
Most of Alison Moyet's 
musical career has had to 
take place under the bright 
lights and in the watchful 
public eye; it'd be all too 
‘easy for her to fall into 
stagnation, staleness, 
cosines. So perhaps she 
should do something else 
for a while, Do anything, 
Alison, but please don't put 
out crap like this. 
30% SUE DANDO 


 Raindancing isan album 
of soft, melodic pop tunes 
which flow gracefully 
together under the 
guidance of the rich, 
soulful vocals of Alison 
‘Moyet. A calm serenity 
\desthe album, which 
glides from slow ballads to 











Without You and Glorious 

Love have a strong, catchy 

beat, while Sleep Like 
smooth, 






Yes. this is an album of 
pleasant-sounding music 
“but it didn't leave any 
lasting impression on me. 

‘MARY MORRIS 












no doubt that 
ingandthere's no 


all so numbing! 

bland, so politely pleasant, 
you wonder how anyone 
can get excited about a 


BOWIE DID IT back in the 
Seventies ~ but unlike 
Siouxsie And The 
Banshees, at least Bowie 
had the courtesy to let us 
know who performed the 
original versions of the 
songs he covered on his 
Pinups album, 

It was said that Bowie 
had run out of ideas, and 
the same criticism will 
probably be levelled at 
Siouxsie And The Banshees 
for making Through The 
Looking Glass, another 
album consisting entirely of 

But as Siouxsie showed 
with their magnificent, 
jangling, rolling version of 
Dear Prudence, there's an 
art to reinterpreting old 
material. This art involves 





taking a song which alot of 
people will already know 
and adding enough new 
ideas to make it almost an 
original song in itself 

Anda good cover version 
is sufficiently different to 
make sure that when 
you're listening to it you 
don't have the original 
version playing somewhere 
in the back of your head at 
the same time—though not 
0 different that itbecomes 
unrecognisable. 

But Through The 
Looking Glass isn't always 
successfulon these counts, 
‘The opening track, This 
Town Ain't Big Enough For 
Both Of Us, is 
disappointing, and lacks 
the manic, bug-eyed 
fervour of Sparks’ original 








such mediocre material 
and production. 
45% RICHARD LOWE 


Roce icaet ecedluahad 








ay bord 
iynamics bordering on 


‘Butit’snot enough. Even 
at their best EIG are 
infuniatingly obscure, and 
their vocals are grating. 
‘An album for diehard 
fans only. 
40% | PAUL STRANGE 
 SoEyeless have cometo 
the endof their career with 





did anyone conceive atitle 
like Kodak Ghosts Run 








On Side Two, The 
Passenger retains the 
brash, echoing, 
tambourine-based rhythm 
oflggy Pop'srendition, and 
tries to sound up-to-date by 
adding some rather 
spurious Eighties daddler 
dan darran horn breaks of 
the kind you'll hear 
everywhere in the charts 
right now (Swing Out 
Sister, Blow Monkeys, Hot 
jocolate), 

‘Sea Breezes is okay, butI 
can'thelpcomparing Bryan 
Ferry's mournful, plaintive 
voice with Siouxsie's 
expressionless drone; and 
Gun lacks the paranoia of 
John Cale’s rasping 
original. 

Some of the songsI'mnot 
familiar with, and I suppose 
it's to their credit that 
Siouxsie et al have 

smped their dreary 
personalities on them so 
they sound like original 
material —but overall this 
album is a pretty pointless, 
Pompous exercise in self- 
indulgence, 
40% DAVID CHEAL 











1 Through The Looking 
Glass sees Siouxsieand Co 
come up with a burnt 
offering that's almost 
unbearable. It's a whole 
album of covers, most of 
which were recorded 
before I was born, or are 
such obscure LP tracks (og 
Sea Breezes from Roxy 
‘Music's debut LP) that you 
wouldn't know them 
anyway. 

This all congeals to 
make up an album that's 
strictly for old codgers and 
crumblies like David 
Cheal, who had to prompt 
my memory on all but 
three tracks. Frankly, the 
Banshees haven'treleased 
| adecent record since 
| 1983's Dazzle. Now 

THAT'S what Icall a 
decent cover. 
10 














SUE DANDO 





1 What we have here is a 
collection of other people's 
songs given the once-over 
by Siouxsie And The 
Banshees. But they've 
added their own 
distinctive sound —s0 
despite some of the dodgy 
material, they've come up 
with an album that could 
just as well be original. 
Some of the songs aren't 
that well known, after all. 
Iggy Pop's The 
Passenger stands out as 
the best track on the 
album. Still, though 
Siouxsie probably enjoyed 
recording an album of 
their own favourite tracks, 
Through The Looking Glass 
isn’t that overwhelming. 
45% MARY MORRIS 














But she 

had a lovely 
pair of 
peaches 





THE TITLE is vaguely strangely convincing, 
familiar. The Style Council | 70% RICHARD LOWE 
used that gag (a dig at 

Margaret Thatcher) as the | ™ Somealbumsneedtobe 
subtitle to The Lodgers, 

And it's a pretty good clue | before you understand 
tothemusicitself—athinly- | them. I've now played this 
disguised mishmash of 41 times — true — and I 
other people's stylesand | only just beginning to like 











ideas. it 
Notthatthere'sanything | Few people will be 
wrong with such eclectic | prepared to persevere so 


plagiarism—the history of | Jong. Apart from the 
op music is the history of | superb It Doesn't Have To 
stealing, borrowing and (in | Be This Way, there's really 
the best cases) adapting | _notone outstanding trac 

previous styles—usually _ | even the Robert rap of 
black music. And The Blow | Don't Give It Up, which he 





Monkeys aren't shy about | reckons to be the ‘best Or Robert of The Blow Monkeys 


following this tradition. thing we've ever done’, is pid 
And any LP that kicks off | a joke (Thope that's how it 
with a song as perfect as It | was intended). 


Doesn't Have To Be This It seems The Blow 
Way can'tbethatbad. This | Monkeys are destined to 
single has everything a bea one-decent-song-an- 


great song should have: a | album band. But if they 
great beat (this one'savery | intend staying around for 
fashionable go-go stomp) | alongtime, thatisn't good 
and a great tune. ‘enough. 
It'sdownhillfromthenon | 40% SUE DANDO 


of, course, but an enjoyable 
slide nevertheless, Out § The Blow Monkeys 
With Her, thenext single, is | produce singles with an 
agreeable fake soul, and | instant appeal - 
‘Some Kind Of remember Wildflower? 
Wonderful and How Well, the opening track on 
Long are perky poppy this album is the smooth It 
affairs — both would Doesn't Have To Be This 
brighten up the dreary Way, which just oozes 
charts. appeal from its first 

Dr Robert may not be hearing. But the rest of the 


much ofa singer but what | album requires a bit more 
helacksinnaturaltalenthe | attention tobe 
makes up for with wit and | appreciated. 


panache; Ilove the way ‘A rich, well-produced 
Rise Above sounds like T- | LP, it combines a mixture 
Rex, and Ilove the of Seventies disco beat, 
predictable, obligatory hip-hop opening rhythms 
ballad Beautiful Child, all | and silky soul tunes. The 
synthesised strings and | result is an infectious 
synthetic sentiments. dance beat running 

The only truly through the album —Day 
embarrassing track is the | After You, in particular, 
ridiculous rap, Checking | has a glorious disco feel. 
Out, which sounds like a | And though Rise Above 
discarded outtake from the | andMan At The End OfHis 
ABC Zillionairo LP. Tether have a Seventies 

Onthe whole, though, | Mark Bolan sound, the: 
Grocer's Daughter is a an underlying Eighties 
thoroughly enjoyable LP- | social comment. 





shamelessly contrived, but | 70% MARY MORRIS 




































Living in the past 


JEEZ, Drum Theatre ain't 
fools. They've got the full 
SP on this pop-biz malarky. 
By the time your mind has 
said ‘Where have I heard 
that before?’, you realise 
you've fallen into the trap of 
thinking (almost justifiably) 
that every track on their 
debut album is a 
plagiarised pop song, 

But then aren't half the 
chart hits just that — 
parasitical plagiarisms of 
each other? 

It's not an acute case of 
déja vu, but we could do 
without Reunion because 
we've heard what Roman 
Holliday have done before 
and we weren't impressed 
atthe time, And Bucks Fizz 
have pocketed the gold 
from their Weismuller 
jungle drums sound, so you 
can count Living In The 


Past out, 

But listen to the 
wonderfully haleyonic 
Wide Sargasso Sea and 
you'll realise that Drum 
‘Theatre have a talent for 
atmospheric moods 
Instrumentally the group 
can't put a foot wrong —as 
long as they try to make 
their own music 

Drum Theatre stand at 
the juncture of pop and 
experiment. If we let them 
stand forlong enough, with 
assign saying "Top 40 Or 
Bust’, they shouldn't have 
too long to wait for a lift. 
After all Eldarado was the 
archetypal adio hit. (Didn't 
shift a bean, mind, but the 
jocks liked it so what more 
could you want?) 

Everyman shows that 
Drum Theatre can 
challenge the pouting 
























peroxide popsters by using 
marimbas, good production 
and a groove of funky 
ethnicity. 

And if Salvador Dali can 
get away with the oda bit 
of forgery, why can't Drum 
Theatre? 

60% SIMON POULTER 


Just listen to the beat! 
Drum Theatre have made 
‘awallopingly good album, 
which doesn't work the 

first time you hear it but 
becomes a real grower. 
70% | LAWRENCE WARRY 





I enjoyed the first four 
tracks of Everyman most of 
all, but it's all worth 
listening to. There are 
some familiar background 
vocals (shades of Paul 
Simon?) on Reunion and a 
fow other songs, but most 
of it is quite original. I 
recommend this LP and 
hope that CBS will give 
Drum Theatre a fair push, 
becausethe group could be 
quite big. 

80: 








MIKE DUNN 





ee ken 


NOT nearly as memorable 
as some of his earlier work 
Verlaine's fifth solo album 


is an unsatisfying mixture 
of rambling personal 
experiences set against an 
occasionally stirring 
musical backdrop. 

‘At his best Verlaine 
recaptures some of the 
finer moments of Television 
(the group he used to front) 
butat times he plumbs new 
depths of tedium with 
heavily-padded songs 
which would be more at 
home in a padded cell 

Come to think of it, is 
Verlaine heading for a 
straitjacket? 

Look at the lyrics to 
Bomb: 

Tdon't know how to 
tall... no/l don’t know 
how to think... uh uh 
/Ljust lay there |... bomb 
bomb bamb/ we can't work 
itout/ a shucks 
heeheehaha, it’s fun/bomb 
bomb bomb itis the 
treasure without... . no/it 
is the pleasure without 
measure/ what a treasure. 
we can’t work it out/ it’s 
these disintegrations I'm 
looking/forward to." 

Ternific. What's worse 
(and this goes for most of 
the lyrics on the LP), it 
sounds even more 
convoluted and ridiculous 
when set to music, 

Still, Flash Light has its 
moments, The opener, Cry 
Mercy Judge, is x 
‘magnificent — all flaming 
guitars, prodding bass lines 
and thunderous drums 
with coherent and sensible 











lyrics pouring scorn on the 
American legal system, 

And The Scientist Writes 
A Letters a delicate, 
sensitive little piece with 
much-repeated and 
delightful keyboard riff 
fleshing out the sad and 
sorrowful lyric, 

But the rest is pretty 
average, and Flash Light is | 
arather nondescript album. 
40% — PAULSTRANGE | 


Thank God Verlaine 
hasn't lost his style of 
revving up the amp and 
pushing his guitar to the 
absolute limit! This 
immensely powerful 
album also features good 
‘support work from 
guitarist Jimmy Rip, 





Schwartzberg. It's a 
winner. 
80% LAWRENCE WARRY 


If Thadn't known that 
Verlaine's carried a cult 
popularity since the 
Televised mid-Seventies, 
I would have said he's just 
another depressed art 
student trying to inter 
modialand's artier-than 
thou type 
I'm still not convinced. 
The lyrics on the inner 
sleeve of Flash Light look 
as if they'd been lifted 
from some quirky late- 
Sixties poetic anthology; 
but it's the music that 
matters, and in this case, 
not much. 
30% SIMON POULTER 
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World domi 


BIT OF A ragbag, this one 
Wsnot a best of The 
| | smiths, but a collection of 
singles, B-sides and bonus 
tracks from 12-inch 488 
‘Andof course there's one 
unreleased track, the 
‘xcellont You Just Haven't 
Earned It Yet, Baby. Ie 
Seems even pious 
lndepencdent labels like 
Rough Trade are as 
nithless and money- 
grabbing as those nasty, 
| | Gpitalist majors when it 
comestomaking dedicated 
fans fork out for tracks 
they've already got 
The Smiths" imminent 
transfer toEMIbrings them 
Untold fame and fortune, 
well they deserve it. For 
this LP proves what a 
wonderful group The 
Smiths are, and what a 
| mighty collection of 
| pncolees singles they've 
produced over the years, 
[Casual followers of The 
| smiths willbe familiar with 
alf the stuff here. Ie 
cludes all the latest hits 
such as Panio, Ask, 
Shoplifters Of The World 
Unite, Bigmouth Strikes 
Again, and Boy With The 
Thorn In His Side. The 
string of slow, sultry songs 
on Side Two is worth 
getting to know. too. 














Anyone who still clings 
to the blinkered belief that 
a) The Smiths are boring b) 
Morrissey's a miserable 
bugger who can’t sing and 
©) all their records sound 
the same . .. justisn't 
listening. 

Morrissey is a 
marvelously funny lyricist 
and a great singer. Anyone 
who can sing about being 
beingrunoverby adouble- 
decker bus and killed by a 
ten-ton truck (There Is A 
Light That Never Goes Out) 
and make it sound so 
sweet, tender and romantic 
is abundantly gifted. 

Guitarist and tune-Smith 
Johnny Marr's efforts are 
also praiseworthy ~ [love 
the way Panic echoes The 
Glitter Band, and that bitin 
Shoplifters where he 
sounds like Gary Moore ~ 
and the unsung Andy 


Rourke and Mike Joyce 
keep that beat pumpin’ and 2. 
pummelin' 

‘And when every other 








As voted by YOU! 

Graceland Paul Simon 

So Peter Gabriel 

Slippery When Wet Bon Jovi 
London 0 Hull 4 The Housemartins 
True Blue Madonna 

‘Now That's What I Call Music 8 
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Picture Book Simply Red 
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HOW TO VOTE FOR YOUR 
FAVOURITE ALBUMS 


{All you have to do is list your five current favourite 
‘music albums on the form below, fl in all the details 
and whop it off in the post to us. Using the miracle 
power of whiter-than-white computer technology, 
your votes will be collated to create the chart, In 
return for your efforts, we'll draw five forms out of 
the red bin liner every month and send a much- 
coveted LM bumper bundle to the lucky winners. 
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How's that for generosity? 
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pop group in Christendom 


= 
is playing at being 
funksters or jazz warriors, 
let'she thankful foragroup 


that is shamelessly rock, 
and injects that tired, stale 
genre with such fresh 
spirit, wit and style. 

90% RICHARD LOWE 


@ This LP will be familiar 
toany Smiths devotee, but 
for those not in the know 
each track is a little gem. 
The album overflows 
with wonderful pop — the 
brilliant Askand Panic, the 
swooning ecstasy of Big 
Mouth Strikes Again, the 
magical The Boy With The 
Thorn In His Side, the 
melancholy Asleep, and 
Unloveable, 
85% | MARY MORRIS 





™ Drone, drone, sigh, sigh, 
we've got so many social 
problems to deal with 
(even though we must be 
revoltingly rich by now) 
that we really haven't got 
time to think about our 
music, 

Things might improve if 
Morrissey had a vocal 
range of more than thre 





much you can do with good 
production before the 
basic dullness of a Smiths 
song shows through. 
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IN 1983, Xmal Deutschland 
were causing quite a stir 
‘Their tour dates were 
selling out and their debut 
album was riding high in 
the independent charts. 

They're still at it four 
years later, and Viva (the 
group's third album) marks 
a deliberate move into a 
smoother, more melodic 
phase. 

Released on their own X- 
Ne label through 
Phonogram, Viva is quite 
breathtaking, Its impact 
may not be immediate, but 
the haunting, chilling 
music and melodious 


YOU'VE got to keep an 
open ear in this business. 

Bludgeoned!, an 
enthusiastic fanzine, 
certainly does. A recent 
issue included a 
compilationcassette which 
featured a number of indie 
bands, many of them from 
the Bristol area 

‘The cassette has now 
been released on vinyl and 
it certainly has its, 
moments, There's the 
outright aural assault of 
‘The Shrubs (whose Dead 
Teachers offering is 
practically impossible to 
listen to), the bright pop 
burblings of The Brilliant 
Comers, andthe powerand 
poke of The Blue 
Aeroplanes and Close 
Lobsters (both deserve 
more recognition), 

On Side Two, Jenny And 
‘The Cat Club slot in the 
almost orthodax No One 
Loves You At All, there's a 
| slice of rustic rock from 

Blyth Power, and a spot of 
bland pop anaesthesia from 
‘The Dentists 

But Billy Jenkins With 
The Voice Of God 
Collective offer the best 
track with Discoboats At 
Two O'Clock. A bit of a 
belter, it's heavy on the old 











vocals of Anja Huwe 
gradually grow on you. 

Roughly half of the 
album'sten tracks are sung 
inGerman, but this doesn't 
lessen their appeal. Anja 
Huweis a talented vocalist 
and slips effortlessly from 
German to English: 
Feuerwerk and 
‘Manchmal are particularly 
spellbinding, despite the 
language barrier 

Matador, produced by 
Hugh Cornwell of The 
Stranglers and previously 
released as a single in 
September oflast year, gets 
the album off to a rousing 


lugholes. 
A mixed bag, then, but 

worth it if you're 

adventurous — and 

particularly if you live in 

Bristol 

35% PAULSTRANGE 


A peculiar collection 
which ranges from the 
excellent Monkeeesque 
No One Loves YouAtAllby 
Jenny And The Cat Club to 
the quirky jazz-samba-jig 
of Discoboats At Two 
O'Clock by Billy Jenkins 
With The Voice Of God 
Collective, 

They mean well, they 
try hard, but there's 
nothing here that hasn't 
been heard or played 
before on the Peel show. 

‘And if I hear another 
voice that sounds like 
John Lydon 
45% | SIMON POULTER 





None of the lyrics here 
are particularly 
meaningful or 
provocative, but that 
doesn't affect the 
reasonable musical 
quality. It’s worth 
listening to if you're open- 
minded. 

55% MIKE DUNN: 
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start. Then we're off ona 
bleak journey passing 
through night and day, 
through images of 
lightness (Morning) and 
darkness (Sickle Moon), 
finishing with Dogma, the 
album's only instrumental 
track, 

‘The album is 
atmospheric (particularly 
tracks like 
Feuerwerk which draw you 
in and leave you wanting 
more), and the lyricshavea 
melancholy, philosophic 
quality to them (noticeably 
in If Only and Morning). 
Hope is the theme. 

Viva is an intense, rich 
and succulent piece of work 
which deserves repeated 
listenings. It should bring 
Xmal Deutschland to the 
fore again. 

65% | MARY MORRIS 


in full! 


CROCUS (kro'kus) n, 1) a 
spring blooming plant with 
a fleshy corm and a yellow, 
purple or white flower. 2)in 
the Canadian prairies, the 
pasqueflower, floral 
emblem of Manitoba. 
Krokeus (kro"kus) n, 1) 
Swiss heavy-metal band 
who can't spell their name 
also five gentlemen who 
cause a certain LM 
journalist a great deal of 
consternation — since 
anything derogatory about 
heavy metal will put 
colleague Mangram ina 
huff because of the 
inevitable deluge of hate 
mail. 2) Group of hairy 
people in spandex trousers 
whose album Alive And 
Screamin’ (which is just 
about how you feel after a 
listen) includes such 
charmingly-titled items as 
Eat The Rich and 
Headhunter, Their humility 
can induce cynicism in 
journalists. 
40% SIMON POULTER 


Ah, this is the life: hard 
rock, hard rock and yet 


Uber alles 


WA right barrel of laughs, 
this one; not even Dr 
Roget can provide enough 
synonyms of ‘morose’ to 
suitably describe the 








moribundity of Viva. The 





Curious. A fine musical 
backdrop if you're really 
down and want to feel 
even worse, but certainly 
not the right LP for 
cheerful occasions. Anja’ 
voice is quite 
extraordinary, and the 
Ianguage switches are 
intriguing, but the more 
times I played this album 
the worse I felt, 

30% PAUL STRANGE 








more hard rock. . 
Krokus wallop their 
guitars like it's going out 
of fashion, they bash their 

drums clean through to 
Australia, and they scream 
like a hundred Hammer 
movies all shoved 
together. 

The funny thing is I like 
it, and so will millions of 
other people (particularly 
HM fans). Krokus have a 


















That fleshy corm 


hit album here — and if it 
ain't a hit it should be. 
LAWRENCE WARRY 





1 This is woll ‘ard, and if 
you're into heavy metal 
it'll go downa storm, 'cos 
it's just like every other 
heavy metal recording 
ever made. 

‘Me, I'm less keen, 
mainly because my 
personal stereo's volume 
control only goes as far as 
earwax-removing, which 
isn't really powerful 
enough for this stuff. 

One for the 3D Super 
Woofer owners. 
65% ‘MIKE DUNN 


























IF you've yet to discover 
the joys of African music, 
trya sampler LP. There are 
plenty around ~ New 
Africa (on Streetsounds) is 
the best-known, but Afri 
can Moves is just as good 

Stern'sisa tiny shopnear 
London's Oxford Street 
specialising in African 
music, and they've been 
releasing material on their 
own label since 1983, Afri- 
can Moves collects the best 
of their albums, with infor 
mative sleeve notes to tell 
you what you're listening 
to, where it came from and 
what its origins are, 

The album (a double si 
for the price of one) is split 
into three sections: Souk 
ous (the rumba-based 
music of Zaire); Juju (the 
drum-heavy music of 
Nigeria); and Highlife (the 
best-Imown African music, 
which comes from Ghana 
and the surrounding west 
coast countries) 

‘There's huge variety in 
African musie, but there's 
one common thread: Afri 
can music has none of the 
formal structure essential 
to'Western' music, There's 
no verse/chorus/solo/ 
horus here; African music 
relies on the cumulative 
effect of rhythm, shape, 
Pattern, and repetition. 

This is particularly true of 
Soukous, with its long 
intricate, close-harmony 














guitar solos, and Boya 
¥e by M'Bilia Bel is one of 
the finest examples of Zai 
rean music I've heard in a 
Jong time. 

‘The weakest material or 
African Moves is the Juju 
this should be live music, 
and on record it sounds 
insipid and meandering. 
And I've yet to hear a 
recording that captures the 
real depth and resonance of 
| the sound created by the 

all-important talking drum. 

Not all the bands fea 
tured here are based in 
Africa. Hi-Life International 
(whose Awo De Me is one 
of the LP's highlights) are 
based in London, as are 
Somo Somo (whose Pole 
Mama is a spirited opening 
to the album). Both outfits 
gig regulanly in the capital. 

Catch them live if you 
can; if you can't, try the 
album. It's a pretty accu: 
rate representation of their 
live shows, and of the best 
African mus 
75% 








AVID CHEAL 


WM The firsttwosides ofthis 
enjoyable album are the 
best, with some sizzling 
Soukous music guaran- 
teed to get your whole 
body shaking. The 
rhythmic drum-calls of 
Juju slow the pace down; 
the rhythms of Highlife 
work the music into a 

| frenzy. Ob, and watch out 





Ceo) 





for those horns! 
85% = MARY MORRIS. 


If you're an ignorant, 
narrow-minded philistine 
ce me you've probably 
never bothered listening 
toany African music, and 
have no burning desire to 

do #0, 

But it's well worth 
removing your snout from 
the pigswill of Western 
pop for a moment to taste 
something really fresh. 
The musicians on this LP 
display a skill, a sense of 
rhythm and a lightness of 
touch that puts most of our 
sluggish, uninspired 
popsters to shame. 

70% RICHARD LOWE 











The shirty dozen 


MICK MERCER leafs through big 
comics from the little league 






















































TO REDRESS the balance 
of large and smal 
publishers in last month's 
column, I've chosen a 
dozen current titles to, 
show off the finerendofthe 
market. It's a shirty dozen, 
with only four from the big 
league, and with superhero 
types replaced by 
degenerate antiheroes, 
animals, children and even 
dinosaurs, 

Not that I've got 
anything against 
dinosaurs, y'understand 
Some of my best friends 
have Dire Straits on CD 

Going through them 
alphabetically, let's leap 
‘onto Airboy (Eclipse 
Comics), a colour biweekly 
with roots in the past 
and present, mixing the 
imagery well and with 
well-edited scampering 
pace, like some debauched 
episode of Rockford, 
Snappy and mainly for 
boys 

Dinosaur Rexis.a 
scintillating offering from 
the Upshot Graphics team 
who earned more than a pat 
on the head recently for 
their Dalgada miniseries, 
Dinosaur Rex, 
parter, concerns t 
Wallopp estate, Young 
sponger Hempsted 
Wallopp, appalled by his 
aunt's bankruptcy (and 
thus the death of his 
allowance), and even more 
disgusted by her 
suggestion that he take a 
clerk's job at Harrods 
(not even the allure of 
promotion to crocks and 
fancy tins could make the 
days endurable -...'), 
teams up with the cousin of 
his dreams, Flavia, and his 











Uncle Grenville's dinosaur 
butler 

Together they'll scour 
Africa for the exploring 
uncle, hoping to relieve him 
of much of his cash. It's a 
sparkling and picturesque 
tale, jauntily told, neck 
deep in Ripping 
Yarns territory, 

The Dreameryis.a black: 
and-white treat, also from 
Eclipse. They produce the 
most consistently 
imaginative comics 
because of Catherine 
Yronwode's cranky 
introductions (better than 
most actual comics) ~ and 
because of their 
unpredictability. Apart 
from the bumptious Alien 
Encounters smudging 
their copybook, Eclipse 
have produced comics 
which avoid stale ideas, 

The Dreamery isagently 
amusing tale of a Centaur 
family, centauring around 
young’Andri and how he 
got his first pair of steel 
horseshoes. Surprisingly 
touching. 

Eclipse's 
Espers miniseries has 
proved so popular it'll have 
its own title now. That's 
welcome ~ the 
multitalented 
protagonists, pitting their 
wits against terrorists, are 
a likable crew. And (apart - 
from space travel) this 
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These are February's top ten fantasy comic- 
book bestsellers at London's FORBIDDEN 
PLANET shops. 

















1 Watchmen DC 

2 X-Men Marvel 

3 X-Factor Marvel 

4 Elektra Assassin Marvel 

5 Batman: The DarkKnight Returns Titan 

6 Swamp ThingDC 

7 +~+Batman Year One DC 

8 Halo Jones Book Three Titan 

9 2000 ADIPC 

10 Judge Dredd 13 Titan 

Comic-book sales in month, and we'd like to 

Britain are growing hear from shops in other 

handsomely. Many ofthe | parts of the country as 

top comics areimports, | well 

but there's healthy home- | — Readers who find it 

grown writing and difficult to get to central 

inking talent around as | London ean order comics 

well. La wil be by mail from Forbidden 

presenting a special Top} PlanetMail Order, POBox 

OfThe Comics list from. | 978, London E3 4KD Tel: 

Forbidden Planet each | 01-980-9711 
series actually has all the | publication in existence 
elements of Marvel's Loo (excluding Hansard), with 
Universe inonecomic,only | horror tales wet enough to 
better drown your sorrows in. 

Series that dare to Stig’s accidental 
resuscitate old heroes are | acceptance of Satan's title, 
Usually sogrippingthatwe | the pursuing cops wha 
tum over and resume our | blow themselves up, the 
Sleep But DC's The New | ridiculous page numbers 
Flash is a fine debut (What is this? Page Eight 
introducing both the by now?’), the indignant 
wearing-tearing lifestyle of | childaudience, the moronic 
Flash and his archenemy, | (‘And kinda proud of it’) 
Vandal Savage, who looks | satanic guards, the 
like Bernard Manning ona | disappearing underwear, 
bad day. One to watch! the back-up feature WA 

Power Pack, one of HOOMA!~ "the Beast that 
Marvel's less obvious (and | walks just like a regular 
therefore less successful) | guy!" [mean how much 
series, concerning children | more do you want for your 
with power (not that far | trifling cash outlay? Getin 
Temoved from New there 
Mutants), covers the crack | — But avoid DC's Tales Of 
epidemicinIssue30.Asthe | The Teen Titans. The cover 
youthful sprogs play about | iooked desperate enough 
athome, onemember sees | to grab my attention; the 
Aschoolfriend die of the | story of these bewildering 
drug. The lessons are superheroes and heroines 
spelled out inenormous- | going lethargically about 
letters—butitisaimedat | their tormented business 
children, after al. simply bored the pants off 

‘Scout is yet another ie, My case comes up next 
Eclipse title. Issue 16 isin | month 
3D. Skittishly intoxicated In First's Whisper, Diane 
with the idea, Tobeyed the | Young isa ninja-trained 
Instructions on the free fugitive from corrupt 


glasses: ‘Punch-Out, Put. 
On and enter the 3rd 
Dimension.’ Yessirree! And 
it worked well —even the 
adverts looked bloody 
good. The story? Oh, some 
fight-and-run scenario or 
other, Who cares? 

Scout suffers from the 
same failing as First's 
Grimjack ~a lack of 
tension, 

Stig’s Inferno, wrested 
away from the house of 
Vortex by Eclipse, is 
probably the funniest 


442 0 LM Apli97 














justice, who's just 
destroyed a nefarious 
government operative 
‘who'd destroyed many 
people close to her. She's 
also wiped out an entire 
installation of illegally- 
obtained government 
records on millions of 
citizens, Her reward? A lif 
on the run. 

She's moved to 
Hollywood, casually 
dealing with the thugs who 
cross her path, Issue Eight 
promises a collision with 
the Mafia, the Yakuza and 
some Bolivian smugglers. 
‘The series treads alight 
balance between obvious 
martial-arts shtick and a 
spritely battle ofright and 
wrong, with sufficient zest 
toavercome the 
shortcomings in both art 
and writing. 

‘Prime Cuts, a black-and- 
white magazine from 
Fantagraphic Books, is a 
more wizened beast: a 
collection of reprints of 

greats’ through the 
decades (The Crumbs, Cliff 
Sterrett, HP Lovecraft, Alec 
Stevens) with a few notable 
new guys. Eddie 
Campbell's depressing 
smears tell the tale of lost 
Tove, Dori Seda is complete 
crap, Richard Sala is a 
quirky individualist with 
razors inside his eyes, and 
Justin Green's version of 
the sand-in-face beach 
bully story is something of 
agem, but... well, 'm not 

If you're fairly old with 
wide interests, you'll be 
pleased to have such rare, 
rarefied work put before 
you. Others may only 
appreciate half, while 
accepting the worth of the 
collection. 

But Prime Cuts is 
expensive -and thereforea 
doubtful purchase, unless 
you're out to impress. And 
just who are you going to 
impress? And how? If old 
and naw were divided the 
collection would have more 
chance, but that division 
would be going against the 
point. 

Still, in Prime Cuts, as in 
all these comics, opening 
up your mind is the idea 











The man wi 
came intotl 
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ieiscuken y 
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mister } 


‘IT WASN'T EASY for the 
man to return to the city. 

So begins The Return Of 
Mister X. 

‘The man’; ‘the city’; this 
isastory of archetypes, not 
of real things. As Walter 
Eichmann, the mysterious 
Mister X was the architect 
of Radiant City, a surreal 
metropolis, a Milton: 
Keynes-writ-huge ~ drawn 
by Jaime Hemandez as a 
geometrical plan of lines 
and stick figures, without 
detail, the cold abstraction 
of every city in the world. 

And Mister Xis, as you 
might expect, the lonely 
abstraction of every man in 
the world. Too late to stop 
his monster, this 
architectural Dr 
Frankenstein saw hisideas 








of ‘psychetecture’— design 
‘which workson the spiritas 
‘well as the eyes — twisted. 
and misused, and the 
Radiant City he planned 
turned out savage and 
impersonal. 

He comes hackto change 
it, to thwart Amold 
Zamora, the king of Radiant 
City's corruption. Tt wasn't 
easy for the man to return 
to the city,’ but ‘the man 
has returned to undo the 
damage he believes he has 
done .. , evenifit 
kills bir’ 

So far, 60 portentous; as 
one characterin The Return 
Of Mister X says, ‘here 
comes the city of dreams is 
actually the city of 
nightmares shtick again’ 
‘And, yes, there's too much 











philosophy hooked onto a 
slow made-for-TV-movie 
plot, too much of a self 
conscious attempt to create 
cult figure out of the 
tiresomely intense, 
inhuman figure in the dark 
glasses, living on pizza and 
his home-brewed 
apotheosis of speed . +. ‘so 
much to do, so little time’. 

Inhuman . it's 
disturbing, though, the 
way Jaime Hernandez’s 
future city is so stark, the 
way the horror is so clean 
the nastiness so normal, 
the crashed airliner 
casually sticking out the 
side of a skyscraper like it 
was designed there. The 
victims in this city are sliced 
by lasers, not blasted by 
handguns; even when a 
woman is crushed by a 
robot gone wrong, the dark 
blood forms into perfect 
circular and semicircular 
pools. 

Itdoesn't quite fitin with 
the occasional cute tongue: 
in-cheek touches, though, 
orthe sudden chorus line of 
humanistic sentiment 
brought in from the wings 
for A Happy Ending 

‘The Mister X character 
was created by Dean 
Motter in the early 
Eighties, first appeared on 
a Canadian record jacket 
(Patrick Cowley's 
Megatron Man) in 1983, 
and lives on under the 
Vortex Comics imprint 
‘This book includes some of 
Paul Rivache's fascinating 
early studies for the 
charactersand the city, but 
the novel itself was drawn 
by Jaime Hernandez and 
written with Motter by 
Gilbert and Mario 
Hemandez — these are the 
brothers of Love And 
Rockets fame. 

They stay with you, 
those pictures. The bare 
surfaces of Radiant City are 
marked with Ks—a shadow 
on a wall, the scissoring 
limbs of a man falling from 
the hundredth floor. Mister 
X, the man who came back 
to the city, is a haunting 

mbol in a perversely 
unmoving and 
almost .. pointless book 
that I didn’t quite 
enjoy ~ but won't forget. 
70% | BARNABY PAGE 

















COMIC HERO 


Dear Lloyd, 
I'm presently in 
employment, but don't 
enjoy it. My ambition now 
is to work for myself as a 

ic dealer. 
T'm putting part of my 
wages aside each week to 
buymorecomicsto build up 
my collection. Ican use this 


Thegin to 
make money. IfTcan't make 
agoofitthenatleast Ihave 
the comfort ofknowing Iam. 
collector anyway and 
haven't been lumbered 
with something I'm not 
interested in. Does this 
seem a sensible strategy? 
TP, Cleveland 








Thad a chat with Paul 
Hudson who, as a keen 
collector, started in 1974 
using his weekends and 
evenings to buy and sell 
‘comics. From selling from 
a suitcase he graduated to 





went on to learn the 
business more thoroughly 
by working for three years 
in various comic shops. By 
1980 he was ready to open 
his own business — The 
Comic Showease — which 
has since gone from 
strength to strength. 

‘The market for comic 
dealers is fairly limited, 
and as well as knocking 
yourself out in your spare 
time, you'll need sound 
knowledge of the business 
and luck on your side. The 
best approach seems to be 
totake it slowly, work hard 
in your spare time, and se 
how things go. 
yim 











Dear Lloyd, 
know your mag is really 
more for men, butI've seen 
that you print letters from 
girls, so here goes. I'ma 13- 
year-old girl who is quite 
attractive, but no one likes 
me. Even my best friends 
take the piss out of me. Do 
you think that it's my 
Personality, oris it that 
they're jealous of my good 
looks? 

Please give me some 
advice as i'm getting pretty 
desperate. 

Megan, Gravesend 


I'm delighted to hear 
from youof course, but are 
youseriously trying totell 
me you've got a problem? 
You say your friends 

take the piss; well, Task 
‘you, what are friends for? 
Good mates should make 











Have you got a problem? Perhaps 
LM's resident confessional box, 
LLOYD MANGRAM, can help. 





you laugh at yourself. 

Tagree that it's not much 
fun whenit's yourturn but 
it happens to others, too. 
‘You may not have noticed 
that everyone gets to be 
thetarget sometimes. 1 
if you weren't so worri 
about yourself you'd see 
this, 

I guess when you first 
‘became friends youlooked 
much the same as you do 
now, so I'd be surprised if 
they'd suddenly been 
overcome with raging 
jealousy. It's true that 
‘even very good friends 
can feel the odd twinge at 
times, but I reckon it’s 
more likely they want to 
shake you out of yourideas 
about how attractive you 

ind they're doing you 
a favour, Taking yourself 
tooseriously, and thinking 
too much about your looks 
doesn't make for an 
interesting person. Relax, 
don't worry too much 
about what others think 
‘and just join in the fun. 
yom 




















Dear Lioyd, 

Thad been going out with 
my girlfriend six months 
when suddenly things 
‘went down hill 

She'd been seeing two 
other boys because her 
friend fancied one of them 
and didn't want tochat him 
upon her own. At first my 
git] was concerned about 
what I thought and alwaj 
said she'd never leave me. 

‘Then [found out she was 
going to a disco with the 
boysandI wasn't at all 
keen. Itoldher but she said 
she didn't care what I 
thought. 

Tdecided we should split, 
but Ifelt tom apart and next 
day tried tomake itup.She 
didn't want to know and 
started to mock me behind 
my back, 

Now she won't speak to 
me and I feel heartbroken 
and used. 








Roger, Oxford 





lM You're a nice guy. But 
you don't keep a girl by 
letting her walk all over 
you. 

‘You were never happy 
withthe idea ofher seeing 
someone else and yo 
must have thought he 
reasons were pretty 
‘flimsy. I'm not saying she 
was lying. But she seems 
to have cared more about 
her friend's dating 
chances than your 
feelings. 

Making fun of you is. 
mean trick and, of course, 
ithurts but you've got to 
face the fact that you've 
allowed yourself to be 
used. 

Like I said, you're a nice 
guy (like me in fact) and 
you're bound to meet 
someone a lot nicer than 
this girl—and soon. 
>LM 








Dear Lloyd, 
I'm going through a really 
bad depression in life 
because the girl Tlove 
refuses to go out with me. 
She's a friend of my sister 
and lives next door to us. 
She's 13. and I'm 16, and 
she's told me that I'm tao. 
old for her. I think my real 
problem, though, is that I 
am ugly 
T'm going crazy, can't 
think straight and I'm 
beginning to lose 
concentration at work, 
Tyisit a regular nightclub 
on Sunday in the hope of 
finding another girl. I've no 
Success, and when I come 
out [feel twice as 
depressed as when I went 
However, there's only 
onepersonireallyloveand 
that is the 13-year-old girl 
who lives next door to me. 
WhatdoyousuggestIdo 
before Igo totally insane? 
Simon Shaw, Derby 


I'd love to be able to tell 
you how you can persuade 
the girl next door to goout 





with you. If Thad a 


foolproof formula, my life 
would be a lot simpler 
wellas yours... but it's 
just not like that, as I 
Suspect you already know 
all too well. 

I'm convinced of one 
thing, though, and that is 
the girl didn't turn you 
down because she thought 
youwereugly. If she didn't 
like you she would have 
just given aflatno,oreven 
been rude toreally put you 
off. 

There could be loads of 
reasons why she refused — 
including the one she 
gave. Maybe her Mum 
doesn't let her date boys 














even beaboy at school she 
fancies and she doesn't 
want to goout with anyone 
else. Whateverthe reason, 
don't take it 
of you, asa person. know 
that's easy for me to say 
and difficult for you to 
accept, but if you get it 
your head that you're: 
unlikable, then it will be 
hard for you to make 
friends. If you value 
yourself highly, than other 
people will as well. 
Ofcourse, this girl might 
change her mind if you 
continue tobe friendly but 
it's silly living your life 
hoping that will happen, 
Going out might not be 
much fun at the moment, 
but it’s better than sitting 
at home brooding on what 
could have been. 
>LM 














into 





Dear Lloyd, 
T'm writing to you on a 
Saturday night, bored out 
of my head, I'm 19 and 
should he out enjoying 
myself. I've no girlfriend, 
but that’s partly my fault, 

when I see a girl I fancy, 
T'm too shy or seared to go 
over and talk. 

Thaven't got many 
friends full stop, and those! 
have got all have friends of 
their own and don’t want 
me hanging around them. 
Mostofthe time! justlieon 
my bed, listening to 
records, as I'm doing now 
Could you help, firstly by 
offering me advice and 
secondly with some 
addresses of pen-pal mags 
orsuch like. I've tried afew 
dating agencies, but 
they're a load of rubbish. 
Alsomay! suggest that you 
have a list of pen pals each 
month for other people like 
me. 

Andy, Melksham, 
Wiltshire 





What's so different 
about you, Andy? When 
you're sitting in your 

room, plugged into your 
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Hassles 

















headphones, it must seem | you'renot expectedto chat, 
likethe rest ofthe worldis | up every likely looking 
outhaving fun. Truths, | girl. Parties anddiscosare 
most people feel lonely | ano-no, unless you're very, 
and isolated some of the | lucky and there's 
time, so don’t fall intothe | something wrong withthe 
trap of thinking you'rea | sound system... 
Tos Treckon the answer isto 
‘There are positive concentrate on doing 
thingstodo,andIhopemy | something you really 
letter sets you offon the | enjoy with your spare time 
right track. Tl give some | and forget about searching 
thought to your idea of an_ | foragirlfriend—that could 
Lm pen friend club, but in | happen when you least 
thomeantimoherearetwo | expect it. 
addresses so youcan get |  Whatyoudodependson 
cracking straight away: | your interests, but here 
Penfriend Service, are some ideas. Evening 
International Friendship | classes; find out what's on 
League, Saltash, Cornwall | offerbefore youyawn.I'm 
-by-Post,6 | amazed at the growing 
Bollin Court, Macclesfield | range in my area; 
Road, Wilmsiow, Cheshire | everything from creative 
(enclose a stamped writing to scuba diving 
addressed envelope when | and alot more besides. 
you write.) ‘Voluntary work can also 
Tho trouble with dating | be very rewarding. Try 
helping out at a hospital 
radio station, or get 
otherpersonisthatyou've | involved in conservation 
both paid money forthe | work by reclaiming waste 
introduction. It doesn't. _| land or helping to restore 
make conversation an historical site. Your 
particularly easy. You local Volunteer Bureau 
need an opportunity of | will have more 
making new friends suggestions — address in 
male andfemale—ina | the telephone directory. 
relaxedatmospherewhere | Write tothe National 


‘Youth Bureau at 17-23 


Albion Street, Leicester, 
‘LEI 6GZ for a free copy of 
Spare Time, Share Time. 
‘You might also consider 
getting in touch with the 
‘National Federation of 18- 





group which might be fun. 
Evenifthereisn'tabranch 
nearby, you might be able 





to join the country-wide 


activities organised every 
few months. The address 
is: Nicholson House, Old 


Court Road, Newent, 
Gloucestershire, GL18 
AG. 
>LM 


Dear LM, 
In your complimentary 


‘edition you had an article 
‘on September. Anew board 
game designed by Danny 


Kishon (which in time I 


hope to purchase!) In the 


article you said Danny 
Contacted 35 game 


‘companies. Are there really 


that many about? If it's 


possible, could you give me 


alist of the name and 
addresses these 
‘companies? 

Shane Drewitt, Leicester 





SES, Tel: 01-701 7127 








Checking local stores 
might be useful, taking 
‘used when tryingtofind | down the name of any 
someone interested inhis | manufacturer who looks 
as if it's in the same 
should be abletoget the | market as the games you 
addresses (and perhaps _| are interested in. Also, try 
some others into the your local reference 
bargain) by contacting an | library and there look up 
organisation to which ‘Sell's Product Directory, 
‘almost all of the major which lists manufacturers 
board game of all sorts of products, 
manufacturers belong. giving both their name 
‘Their address is: British | and the products they 
‘Toy Manufacturers produce. 
Association Ltd, 80 LM, 


Camberwell Road, London 





Often all a problem needs is a dose of common sense, or 
some hard facts. 

If life is getting you down, if you're having problems 
‘at school, college or university, if your parents are 
‘alwaysin the way and don'tunderstand, if you're having 
problems with personal relationships or you're finding it 
difficult to getajob, youcan always try me out for an ans- 
‘wer. I've been everywhere, seen it all, done it all, and 
messed most of it up too, so I'm a bit of an expert. 

Tdon't guarantee resuits, but even if half a problem is 
worse than noneat all, atleast it'shetterthan afull-scale 
disaster. 

Write (mentioning your age) to: 

Lloyd Mangram, 
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WIN ALOAD OF BISCUITS! 
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Lm Issue Two crossword 
‘solution 





And a tin to 

put them in, 
AND a year’s 
subscription 

to LM, the 
magazine that 
takes the biscuit! 


‘TRIPLE CRIPES! You're reached the end of LM's third 
issue and it still hasn't made you go blind or reach for a 
Luger. 

‘Would you reach for a biscuit, though? Loads of the 
buggers? Yep, with this month's whisz0 LM crossword 
comp you can PIG OUT on an incredible amount of scoff 
and be the envy of your friends as your waist and weight 
each ridiculous proportions! 

‘Not only that, but you can do the Marcel Proust bit by 
dunking your free biscuits in some coffee, ruminating on 
life generally and penning an amazing piece of 
literature ... possibly a thesis on why Edwina Currie 
should get stuffed. 

‘And to provide you with even more inspiration we'll give 
you a year's free subscription to im, the greatest, best, 
most incredible, utterly fantastic (yes, yes, get on with it~ 
Ed) magazine ever invented. 

‘We'll be pulling the winner outof Strangie's own biscuit: 
tinon 16 April; we'll print the solution intmIssue Four, on 
sale that day. 

‘So complete and cut out this month's incredibly difficult, 
crossword or make a photocopy if you want to stay inone 
piece (eh? — Ed) — and send it to I DESERVE TO WIN 
LOADS OF BISCUITS OKAY? COMPETITION, Lm, POBox 
10, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DB. 

Get chomping. And Roger Bennett can think again ifhe 
reckons he's going to get a load of free biscuits out of us 
because Newsfield employees, their parents, their 
children, their second cousins removed, theit fourth 
‘cousins triple removed, the removal men and their grocers 
are all excluded. 

‘CRUMBS! 








444 0 LM Aprii997 











TDK SELLS THREE AUDIO CASSETTES TO EVERY ONE SOLD BY ANY OTHER MANUFACTURER. 


